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R O S L Y N A R C H I T E C T U R A L H I S T O R Y 

Roslyn is of architectural interest because of the very h igh surv iva l rate of homes dat ing from 

mid-19th century and ear l ier , as well as a s ign i f icant group of arch i tectura l ly consequent ia l 

bu i ld ings dating from the second half of the 19th century and a spr inkl ing of turn of the century 

suburban homes. Apparent ly the earliest publ ished record ident i fy ing locat ions and owners is the 

Wa l l i n g M a p of 1859, wh ich probably was surveyed a year or two ear l ier. A large percentage of 

the houses and commercial bu i ld ings found on this map still s tand. 

Historic research concern ing ind iv idual houses has been quite sketchy but quite a lot has been 

learned about ind iv idual construction detai l s . The forty - two bui ld ings exh ib i ted on Landmark 

Soc iety Tours s ince 1961 have been examined carefu l ly and much useful architectural information 

has been ga ined . Some of this study has been conducted under the direct ion of we l l - qua l i f i ed h i s -

torical architects as Dan ie l M . C . Hopping and John Stevens. In add i t ion , much can be c o n j e c -

tured by eva luat ing architectural concepts, const ruct ion techn iques , and decorat ive detai ls of the 

houses already studied and app ly ing these criteria to examinat ion of other houses. Carefu l historic 

investigations of one house, as the study into the or ig ins of the V a n Nos t rand -S ta rk in s house by 

Rosal ie Fel lowes Ba i l ey , have revealed data concern ing the histories of other houses. Carefu l r e -

v i ew of the ear ly newspapers, i . e . , The Roslyn P l a i n - D e a l e r , publ ished 1 8 5 1 - 5 2 , and The Roslyn 

Tablet, 1 876 - 1877 , have provided much detai led information concern ing ind iv idua l local bu i ld ing s . 

In add i t ion, a letter written to M r s . E l iza Leggett in 1851 by Bishop Benjamin Treadwel l O n d e r d o n k , 

descr ibing his boyhood in Roslyn during the late 18th and ear ly 19th centur ies, has been most useful 

in ident i fy ing structures standing at that t ime. In a similar manner, a letter written by Francis 

Sk i l lman to The Roslyn N e w s describes the history of many houses standing in Roslyn during the 

period 1829 -1879 . In genera l , each bui ld ing or house is exh ib i ted for two consecut ive years with 

the result that half the bui ld ings on each tour are being shown for the second t ime. O n e of the 

benefits of this system is that data brought to l ight after the first showing may be inc luded in the 

description of the second showing. 

Apart from the large "summer seats" in Roslyn Harbor, on ly a few of the early Roslyn houses 

actua l l y were des igned by ind iv idua l architects. Never the le s s , each house had an architectural 

concept wh ich determined its appearance and funct ion. The concept was frequently strongly i n -

f luenced by the var ious publ ished architectural works of the per iod, as Benjamin, Ranlett, Down ing 

and V a u x , and , in other cases, was simply the result of a discuss ion between the owner and the 

carpenter. O p e early carpenter, Thomas W o o d , is known. He probably was Ros lyn ' s pr inc ipa l 

carpenter between 1825 -1875 . A n article in the Roslyn N s w s for September 2 0 , 1878, descr ib ing 

life in Roslyn fifty years ear l ier , states "Probably no builder erected as many of the exist ing d w e l l -

ing houses, barns, etc. , in this town as M r . W o o d . " Thomas W o o d is ind icated on the W a l l i n g M a p 

as the then owner of the Wi l son Wi l l i ams House at 150 M a i n Street which he purchased in 1827, 

accord ing to an interview with his grandson Mon roe Wood wh ich appeared in the Brooklyn Da i l y 

Eagle for S unday , August 17, 1913. In all probabi l i ty he built the later (1827) half of it, as we l l 

as several other local houses which seem related to it. Later carpenters were John W o o d , Thomas ' 

son, and Stephen Speed l ing . Both worked during the second half of the 19th century. 

Architectural concepts of Roslyn houses were usual ly quite react ionary as might be expected in 

a small country v i l l a ge . In general the more ambitious the house at the time of bu i l d i n g , the more 

l ike ly it was to have been built in a contemporary sty le. Less important houses, in wh i ch owners 

were more l ike ly to be interested in shelter than f lour ishes, frequently reflected the des igns of an 

earlier per iod. Even in the stylish houses, secondary rooms often appear retarded s t y l i s t i ca l l y . 

Construct ion techniques are another important dev ice in the dating of homes. Workmen 

trained in a country v i l l a ge were l ike ly to use techniques of their apprent iceships. In suf f ic ient ly 

isolated communit ies, a workman might continue in techniques of the early work ing years of the 

elderly man who taught h im. Reactionary techniques in one trade may appear side by side with 
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re la t i ve ly modern techniques in others, depending on the tra in ing of the man who d id the work . 

In s i tuat ions of this sort, the date of the house cannot be ear l ier than the introduction of the latest 

construct ion technique used, prov ided it may be accepted the work is part of the or ig inal structure. 

In genera l framing of Roslyn homes conforms to contemporary standards. However , the plastering 

techn iques of c lamshel ls and horsehair cont inued into late 1800 ' s even though these techniques 

had been d i scont inued in c it ies l ike Boston by 1750. M a s o n r y , a l so , was l ike ly to be react ionary. 

The b r i ckwork in at least one house built in the second quarter of the 19th century was laid in 

F lemish bond , a style wh ich had disappeared elsewhere at least a century ear l ier . It is worthy of 

comment that prior to about 1860, foundations of Roslyn houses were bui lt of large stones, arranged 

in such a manner that the exposed inside surfaces of the ce l lar were smooth whi le the outer surfaces, 

covered by earth below g rade, were irregular and thereby bonded together by the earth b a c k - f i l l . 

After about 1835 the exposed parts of foundat ions, i . e . , from grade to s i l l , were br ick. From 

about 1870 , the entire foundat ion wal l s were b r i ck . The latter practice cont inued until about 

1900 . 

Deco ra t i ve deta i l s , as hardware, stair r a i l i ng s , mould ings , e t c . , are a l so of great va lue in 

establ i sh ing the age of a house. In Roslyn the concept and construction deta i l s , and even the hard-

wa re , may antedate mouldings by many years . In such a ca se , the date of the house cannot be 

ear l ier than the date of earliest appearance of the specif ic moulding s ty le , prov ided the mouldings 

may be accepted as or ig ina l work and not later a l terat ion. Wooden sty les, probably because of 

the presence of two lumber yards in the V i l l a g e made it more convenient for carpenters to buy many 

mould ings ready -made. W i l l i am H ick s started his sawmil l in Roslyn Harbor in 1832 and may have 

operated another yard even ear l ie r . For the same reason mantles and doorframes were usual ly in 

style and executed with contemporary deta i l . O n the other hand, metal hardware frequently was 

retarded in s ty le, as result of ava i l ab i l i t y of out -o f -date stock or re-use of earl ier materials. 

" H " and " H - L " h inges and ova l keyholes were used long after their use has been discont inued in 

metropol i tan centers. Prior to about 1825 locks were imported from Eng land. After that date they 

were of local manufacture, some by A . Sear ing of J a m a i c a . W i l l owmere , a mid-18th century 

house, has locks instal led c i rca 1830 made by Mack re l l & Richardson of N e w Y o r k , and at least 

two more surv ive in the Wi l son Wi l l i ams house and the John Mott house. 

The forego ing is on ly the briefest of resumes. Add i t iona l information wi l l be g i v e n , when 

feas ib le , in descriptions of ind iv idua l houses. In a l l cases, estimates of construction dates have 

been eva lua ted on the basis of architectural characterist ics as described above . In some instances 

an i nd i v i dua l house may have been bui lt earl ier than the attributed date, but alterations have 

g i v e n it the characterist ics of a later per iod. 

As noted above , most of the early Roslyn bui ld ings were des igned by local carpenters who , in 

some instances, worked from architectural pattern books. By the mid -19th century, however , the 

larger, more fashionable houses being built a long the harbor must have been des igned by architects, 

even though in some instances the qual i ty of the bu i ld ing provides the on ly ev idence for an a r ch i t -

ectural attr ibut ion. The earl iest bu i ld ing des igned by a known firm of professional architects was 

Chr ist C h u r c h Chape l (later the first Trinity Chu r ch , Roslyn) wh ich was des igned by M c D o n a l d & 

C l i n t on in 1862. The earliest known example of the work by a prominent architect is Jacob Wrey 

M o u l d ' s des ign for Thomas C l apham ' s " S t onehou se " , now " W e n l o " , In 1868. A contemporary 

newspaper c l ipp ing in the possession of the present owner identif ies M o u l d as the architect. Plate 

#61 of B i c kne l P s "B r i ck and Wood Arch i tec tu re " (1875) illustrates a house very similar to " S t o n e -

house " in facade design and floor p l an . B icknel l credits the design to J . Wrey M o u l d and i den -

tif ies the owner as Thomas C l apham of Ros lyn. M o u l d des igned many churches in N e w Y o r k , 

i n c l ud i ng the A l l Souls ' Un i tar ian Chu rch and Parsonage ( 1853 -1855 ) . In 1859 he became A s s oc -

iate A rch i tec t of the N e w Yo rk C i t y Department of Publ ic Parks and , in 1 870 - 1871 , the A r ch i tec t -

i n - C h i e f . In these capac i t ies he des igned most of the bu i ld ings and other structures in Central 

Park i nc lud ing the bandstand (1862), the terrace (1858 -1864 ) and the cas ino (1871). (See V a n 

- 2 -



Z a n t e n , D a v i d T . : " J a c o b Wrey M o u l d : Echoes of O w e n Jones and The H igh V i c to r i an Styles in 

N e w Y o r k , 1 8 5 3 - 1 8 6 5 " , Journal of the Society of Arch i tectura l Histor ians, V o l . X X V I I I , # 1 , 

M a r c h , 1969, pages 4 1 - 5 7 . ) 

In 1869 Ca lver t V a u x , one of the most prominent architects of his day and the author of a num-

ber of books on architectural subjects, d id the des ign for the enlargement of " C l o ve r c r o f t " (now 

" M o n t r o s e " ) to the order of M r s . Parke G o d w i n . The drawings and e levat ions for the V a u x des ign 

surv ive and bear the imprint of V a u x , Withers & C o . , 1 1 0 Broadway, N e w Y o r k . In 1874 Thomas 

W i s ede l l , of N e w Y o r k , prepared drawings for the enlargement of " C e d a r M e r e " for W i l l i a m C u l l e n 

Bryant. Other bui ld ings in Roslyn Harbor which must represent the work of competent professional 

architects are " Sycamore L o d g e " , "Locust K n o l l " , now " M a y k n o l l " ( 1 854 - 1855 ) , the G o t h i c M i l l 

at " Ceda r M e r e " w h i c h , apparent ly , was not inc luded in the Wisedel l des ign and St. M a r y ' s Chu r ch 

( 1871 -1876 ) . Samuel Adams Warner was a N e w Yo r k architect who l ived in Roslyn dur ing the third 

quarter of the 19th century. A Swiss Cottage built on his estate c i rca 1875 survives on Ra i l road 

A venue and almost certa in ly must have been built to Warner ' s des ign. A letter from Warner ' s g reat -

grandson Capta in Harry W . Ba l t azz i , U S N , dated September 7 , 1965 (Bryant L ibrary), states " M y 

father told me that his grandfather, S . A . Warner , had g i ven land to the Long Is land Rai l road with 

the provis ion that the station was to be built upon i t " . The Rai l road Station is very c lose to the 

site of the former Warner house. Cou l d the station a l so have been built to Warner ' s d e s i g n ? Warner 

may have designed some of the Roslyn Harbor houses for wh ich architectural attributions have not 

yet been made. 

Ac tua l l y the impact of W i l l i am Cu l l en Bryant and his c i rc le must be considered in deve lop ing 

the architectural attributions of the great mid-19th century houses in Roslyn Harbor. Frederick Law 

O lms tead , a close f r iend, is credited with the landscape design of " Ceda r M e r e " and later was the 

landscape architect of Central Park, a project strongly supported by Bryant. Ca l ve r t V a u x 

was c losely associated with O lmstead and was o f f i c i a l l y cha rged , with h im, with control of the d e -

signs for Central Park. Vaux is known to have worked for M r s . Parke G o d w i n , a Bryant daughter , 

and probably des igned other local bui ld ings inc lud ing possibly the G o t h i c M i l l at " Ceda r M e r e " . 

These local connect ions of O lmstead and Vaux may also have been responsible for br ing ing M o u l d , 

a Central Park assoc iate, commissions in this area. It is certa in ly to be hoped that, u l t imate ly , 

the mystery surrounding the or ig ins of this important group of bu i ld ings wi l l be so l ved . N e a r the 

turn of the century architectural attributions may be made with stronger author i ty. In 1893, or 

shortly thereafter, O g d e n Codman, J r . , designed a house for L loyd Bryce wh ich later was acqu i red 

by the late Ch i Ids F r i c k , named " C l a y t o n " and substantial ly a l tered. The des ign of the El len Ward 

Memor ia l C l o c k Tower (1895) can def in itely be credited to Lamb & R i ch , 265 B roadway, N e w Y o r k . 

C la rence M a c k a y ' s "Harbor H i l l " was designed by M c K i m , Meade & White during 1 9 0 2 - 1 9 0 4 , most 

of the design hav ing been executed by Stanford Wh i t e . Most of the important bu i ld ings have been 

demol i shed, but the del ightful Stanford White gatehouse survives at the intersection of Harbor Hi l l 

and Roslyn Road. The same firm of architects d id the designs for Tr inity Chu rch Parish House (1905); 

Trinity Chu r ch , Roslyn (1906) and one or two houses in Roslyn Estates. 

In conc lus ion it should be mentioned that the bu i ld ings on exhibit have been selected to 

demonstrate the cont inu ing story of Roslyn arch i tecture, and to indicate var ious interesting i n c o n -

sistencies of architectural concept , construction methods and decorat ive deta i l . M a n y more equa l -

ly interesting homes remain - it is hoped they wi l l be exh ib i ted on future tours. It should also be 

mentioned that s ince 1971, the Landmark Society rece ived grants from the N e w Y o r k State C o u n c i l 

on The Arts to defray the publ icat ion costs for the annual Tour G u i d e . In the same yea r , the 

Soc iety was the recipient of the Na t i ona l Award of Mer i t of the Amer ican Assoc iat ion for State 

and Local History for, among other ach ievements , the accuracy of its research and the qua l i ty of 

its annual Tour G u i d e s . 
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C A P T A I N J A C O B M . K I R B Y C O T T A G E (C i rca 1850) 

221 A M a i n Street, Ros lyn 

(Roslyn Landmark Soc iety ) 

Residence of M i s s M a r y Ann Brandl 

H I S T O R I C A L B A C K G R O U N D : k i rby Co t t a ge , built c i r ca 1850 as an independent " o n e - u p - o n e 

down " structure, may have been o r i g ina l l y located somewhere about the " K i r b y ' s Co rner s " property 

wh ich encompassed the intersection of M a i n Street and East B roadway. Sometime around 1870 the 

cottage was attached to the V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s house, be ing moved into the ang le formed by 

the early 18th century leanto and the mid-19th century leanto of its late 18th century w i n g . In 

1970-71 the once- independent cottage was detached from the V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s house, r e l o -

cated on the southwest corner of the lot, restored and s l ight ly enlarged by the Landmark Soc ie ty as 

a res idence. 

The lot upon wh ich the cottage stands, one of the oldest settled parcels of land in the v i l l a g e , 

is shared with the V a n Nost rand-S tark ins house, wh i ch has been dated by character ist ics of its 

construction c i rca 1680. W i l l i am V a n Nost rand was l iv ing in this house at the end of the 18th 

century. (The first U . S . census in 1790 lists W i l l i am Nos t rand as the northerly neighbor of W i l l i a m 

V a l e n t i n e , whose house site is established by a photograph by G e o r g e Brainerd in 1878, and by 

Francis Sk i l lman ' s description of condit ions dur ing the first hal f of the 19th century) . The house 

was sold in 1795 to Joseph Stark ins , a b lacksmith. (Queens County Liber 6 5 of Deed s , p g . 291 ) , 

The 1800 Federal census lists Starkins as a neighbor of W i l l i a m V a l e n t i n e , hav ing the same re lat ion-

ship as V a n Nost rand had had ten years ear l ier. 

In 1850 the house and four acres was sold by Joseph Stark ins , J r . to W i l l i a m Ver i t y of the Town 

of No r th Hempstead, (Queens County Liber 85 of Deeds , p g . 486 ) and in Oc tobe r 1852 Ver i t y sold 

his land to Cap ta in Jacob M . K i r by , who a l ready owned property on the east side of the present 

M a in Street. 

Capta in Kirby operated a fleet of s loops, inc lud ing the " M a r y A n n " probably named for his first 

wife , the " M a r y H i c k s " , the " Sa rah E l i z abe th " , the " G e n e r a l Wash ing ton " and the " A n d r e w 

J a c k s o n " , between Roslyn and N e w Y o r k . He carr ied farm produce, cordwood and locust logs to 

be sold by N e w Y o r k ' s commission merchants whose tall br ick warehouses l ined the East River s h i p -

ping district a long South, Water and Front Streets. Business made him prosperous, and by about 

1845 Kirby was able to bui ld the seventeen room G reek Rev iva l mansion wh ich stood until 1941 on 

the southeast comer of the intersect ion. The mansion fronted East Broadway with a monumental 

Dor i c port ico, g rand if unga in l y in its des ign. (In 1941 the K i rby mans ion, the site of wh i ch had 

been sold for the S i lver Hi l l apartments, was moved to Wheat ley H i l l s , where it now forms the west 

wing of the Corne l ius Vanderb i l t Wh i tney house. Ros lyn N e w s , Apr i l 18, 1941 . ) 

Acco rd ing to the construction and style of the K i rby C o t t a g e , it was probably bui lt around the 

time when J acob Kirby purchased the Starkins house pa rce l , in 1852. A minuscule b u i l d i n g , it 

o r i g ina l l y conta ined on ly two rooms, one on the ground floor and one above . There was an interior 

ch imney but no ev idence remains of a k i tchen. A l though the W a l l i n g M a p of 1859 is vague in its 

records of outbu i ld ings , the Beers-Comstock At las of 1873 contains this information: 

a . O n the parcel within the V formed by the intersection of M a i n Street and East Broadway 

there is the early element of the existing dwel l ing house, the exist ing K i rby store fac ing 

M a i n Street, a barn, and a small cottage on East B roadway. (An early 20th century pho to -

graph inc lud ing the cottage shows that it was not the bu i ld ing known as the K i rby cot tage) . 

b. There were no outbui ld ings attached to the mansion; and 
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c . beh ind the V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s house, s l ight ly north of the present site of the K i rby 
cot tage, stood a t iny bu i ld ing label led " o f f i c e " . N o known photograph includes i t , but the 
one-s tory bu i ld ing behind the present 2 1 9 M a i n Street, wh ich seems to date c a . 1 8 5 0 - 5 5 , 
t rad i t ional ly known as the "dame schoo l " ,was moved in 1963 from a spot behind the V a n 
Nos t rand-S ta rk in s house very close to the p lace where the K i rby " o f f i c e " was shown on the 
1873 map. 

This leaves no unident i f ied outbui ld ings on the K i rby ho ld ing s , but the little cottage might have 
been somewhere at the " co rner s " and unrecorded in 1873, or it may have been brought from another 
l ocat ion . 

Joseph M . K i r b y , hav ing married a second time in 1875, d ied on January 5 , 1880 (his g r a v e -

stone in the Roslyn Cemetery reads January 3 , 1889) leav ing the V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s house, to 

w h i c h the cottage was by then at tached, to his son, the Reverend W i l l i am W a l l a c e K i r b y . W . 

W a l l a c e K i rby was a Just ice of the Peace for the Town of No r th Hempstead from 1874 to 1878, and 

supp l ied the pulpit of the Roslyn Presbyterian Church (Tour G u i d e , 1973 -74 ) from spr ing , 1870 , to 

J u l y of 1871. 

As part of the larger house, the cottage was owned by W a l l a c e K i rby ' s fami ly until 1918 , when 

his wi fe Susan E l iza deeded it to her son Ralph K i rby . Ra lph ' s brother, Isaac Henry K i r b y , l i ved in 

the house from the time of his marriage in 1916 until 1 934 , and was the last member of the K i rby 

fami ly to occupy it. In later years it was the residence of G e o r g e J . G . N i c ho l s on ; then of John 

G . Tarrant, who sold it in 1963. In 1966 it was acqu i red by the Incorporated V i l l a g e o f Ros l yn , 

the present owners, who rent it on a long-term lease to the Roslyn Landmark Soc iety for restoration 

and operat ion as a house museum. The restoration is being supported by a matching grant from the 

N e w Y o r k State D i v i s i on for Historic Preservat ion. 

The or ig ina l " K i r b y C o t t a g e " probably was a workman ' s cot tage, 141/4 feet square, hav ing a 

lower a l l -purpose room heated by whatever dev i ce served for cook ing with an addit ional unheated 

room a b o v e , with a s loping ce i l i ng on two sides wh ich prov ided addit ional s leeping area. O r i g i n -

a l l y there was a hole in the floor over the s tove, the p lug of wh ich cou ld be removed so that heat 

wou ld c i rcu late to the upper room. O n the basis of its construct ion, i . e . c lapboarded exterior with 

corner boards, the s lope of the roof , rough log f loor joists, mor t i ze -and - tenon joinery and careful 

dove ta i l i n g of the sill corners, the house is assumed to have been built dur ing the mid-19th century. 

It is s imilar to , but womewhat smaller and s l ight ly more ambit ious than the design for a farm w o r k -

ers cottage publ ished by W i l l i a m H . Ranlett in 1849 as Plan X L I . Ranlett estimated the cost of 

bu i l d ing at 3 7 4 . 1 2 . 

Sometime around 1870 , when the cottage was joined to the V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s house, it was 

p l aced upon a cel lar less rubble foundat ion. In this location the lower room was used as a k i tchen 

and the upper room as a bedroom. It remained in this locat ion for about a century and was not 

r ecogn i zed as hav ing been a separate bu i ld ing o r i g i na l l y until stripping procedures conducted by 

the Landmark Soc iety in 1970 disc losed the surv iva l of its west wal l c lapboards beh ind the east wal l 

of the V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s leanto. In add i t ion the south wal l of the K i rby Cot tage was i ndepen -

dent ly framed at its connect ion with the V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s house. The scars of this connect ion 

are still v i s i b le on the west wal l c lapboards of the K i rby Cot tage in its present locat ion. 

A t the time the Kirby Cot tage was attached to the V a n Nost rand-S tark ins house (about 1870) an 

overa l l modernizat ion program was undertaken. This inc luded new interior plaster, the addit ion of 

a new V i c t o r i an dormer w indow to the south roof slope of the late 17th century V a n No s t r and -

Stark ins house and the construct ion of a bay window at the east end of its late 18th century w i n g . 

A 6/6 w i n d o w , replaced by the bay w i ndow, was re located in the north wal l of the first f loor of the 

K i rby C o t t a g e . The remaining sash in the K i rby Cot tage were probably of the 4/4 type. These 
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were replaced with 2/2 sash wh ich have surv ived today . A n early 20th century photograph in the 

Landmark Soc iety Co l l ec t i on shows the Kirby Cot tage as it looked after its attachment to the V a n 

Nos t rand-S ta rk in s house. At that time it had overhang ing eaves and an interior ch imney . The 

most substantial change was the reversal of part of the rafter p itch of the leanto of the late 18th 

century V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s wing so that its roof slope would more c losely approximate the roof 

slope of the K i rby Co t tage . Subsequently the eaves of the K i rby Cottage were " c l i p p e d " and an 

interior ch imney taken down and replaced by a s ingle flue exterior ch imney . At this time the 

hearth was demol ished and a new concrete slab for a k i tchen stove poured. 

In 1970, as a part of the overal l V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s House Restoration Project, the K i rby 

Cot tage was detached from the V a n Nost rand-Stark ins House and re located on its present s i te, ma i n -

ta in ing the same orientation the cottage had when it was attached to the V a n Nos t rand -S ta rk in s 

House. The cottage was p laced upon a concrete foundation hav ing a full ce l lar to provide a space 

for a heating system. The v i s ib le foundation was br ick faced in conformity to the pract ice fo l lowed 

in Roslyn in the mid-19th century even though it had had a rubble foundation when it was attached 

to the V a n Nost rand-S tark ins House. 

E X T E R i O R : Bas ica l ly little was done to the exterior of the or ig ina l " o n e - u p - o n e - d o w n " cot tage. 

It was dec ided to retain the K i rby Cottage as it had been modif ied when it was attached to the V a n 

Nost rand-S tark ins House as so much detail surv ived from that per iod. The 6/6 window mentioned 

above was removed from the north wal l of the first floor of the K i rby Cottage and returned to its 

o r ig ina l locat ion in the east end of the late 18th century wing of the V a n Nos t rand -S ta rk in s House. 

It was replaced by sty l i s t ica l ly appropriate 2/2 paired windows. The simple doorway east of this 

w indow was removed as it would have served no useful purpose in that locat ion. The 20th century 

s ingle flue ch imney was replaced with a more appropriate double f lue ch imney der ived from a sur -

v i v i n g example in the Ralph Tubby House at 1401 O l d Northern B lvd. The V i c t o r i an dormer w indow 

from the south roof slope of the V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s House was inserted into the north slope of 

the Kirby Cottage roof. Unfortunate ly , the early 20 century photograph referred to above wh i ch 

showed the K i rby Cottage with extended eaves was not known of at the time of its re locat ion . 

Otherwise this characterist ic of the or ig ina l cottage wou ld have been restored. In addit ion to these 

few changes a small ut i l i ty wing was added a long the south side of the Kirby Cot tage to prov ide 

space for such 20th century amenities as c losets, a bath and a k i t chen . The rear doorway with its 

four pane l , ogee moulded door wh ich has been mentioned above , was relocated from the north wal l 

of the cottage. The bay w indow, wh ich dated from the time of the attachment of the K i rby Co t tage 

to the V a n Nost rand-S tark ins House was attached to the south wal l of the new wing of the K i rby 

Cot tage . This re locat ion not on ly provided for the survival of the s ty l i s t i ca l ly qua l i tat ive bay w i n -

dow but also prov ided add i t iona l , badly needed space in the new k i tchen. The front entrance also 

was p laced in the new w i n g . This inc luded a smal l , pent-roof stoop trimmed with lamb 's t ongue -

and-chamfer decorat ive b rac ing . The four panel ogee moulded front door is a surv iva l from the d e -

molished V i r g i n i a Morr i s house on East Street in Roslyn Harbor. The V i c t o r i an door bell is not o r i g -

inal to the door but is of the same per iod. A l l of the louvered shutters remain attached to their 

or ig ina l p la in surrounds. The present p la in water table is s ty l i s t ica l ly appropriate to the K i rby 

Cottage but it is impossible to establish whether it dates from the or ig ina l freestanding cottage or 

from one of its subsequent rev is ions. The Kirby Cot tage restoration and addit ion were des igned by 

G u y Ladd Frost, A . I . A . , and executed by Adam Brandt of G r e e n v a l e . This project was the first 

of a series of restoration projects accompl i shed by this team. 

I N T E R I O R : The interior of the new wing all dates from 1970 and wi l l not be descr ibed. Howeve r , 

the p la in flat surround of the bay window is the or ig ina l and the remaining door and w indow sur -

rounds conform to those in the or ig ina l part of the cot tage. The four pane l , ogee moulded interior 

doors are in period with the house and come from the Landmark Soc i e t y ' s s tockp i le . A l l were fitted 

with appropriate stoneware knobs and cast iron rectangular or square rim locks of the per iod. The 

board-and-batten doors to the bath and second floor closet had been discarded from the Samuel 
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D u g a n House I (Tour G u i d e 1966 -67 ) . 

The pr inc ipa l architectural feature of the parlor is the enc losed stairway which winds around the 

f i r ep l ace . This is sheathed on both sides with 41/2 inch beaded sheathing wh ich dates from the 

1 8 5 0 - 6 0 per iod. The sheathing on the room side of the stairway is p laced ver t ica l l y ; that on the 

wal l s ide is p laced ho r i zonta l l y . The board-and-bat ten door wh ich opens to the stairway and a 

small c loset door beneath it are made of the same ver t i ca l l y p l aced sheath ing. The patent rec ip -

rocat ing thumb- latch on the stairway has cast decorat ion and appears to date from about 1860. It 

was found in its present locat ion. The stair wal l also inc ludes a small w indow wh ich rotates on its 

hor izonta l ax i s . This arrangement was intended to a l l ow heat from the stove to penetrate to the 

chamber above . It probably dates from the attachment of the Kirby Cot tage to the V a n No s t r and -

Stark ins House. 

The parlor f i replace is entirely conjectural as the interior chimney was moved to the exterior 

and a concrete stove slab poured early in the 20th century. The present br ick f i rep lace , hearth 

and ch imney were des igned by Frederic N . W h i t l e y , J r . , an internat ional ly known authority on 

ch imney and f i replace des ign. The flat pane l led mantel with its late Tuscan moulding dates from 

about 1860 and comes from the Landmark Soc iety s tockp i le . 

The par lor dado is made of narrow, beaded vert ica l sheathing of the type cal l " w a i n s c o t " . 
L ike the pine parlor f l oo r i ng , p laced over the early f loor , it dates from about 1870 when the K i rby 
Co t tage was attached to the V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s House. The flat door and window surrounds 
are beaded on their interior edges. The east w indow surround and its sash are or ig ina l to the house. 

The moulded V i c to r i an bookcase , c i rca 1870, in the ch imney embrasure, was in use as she lv ing 

in the K i rby Cottage parlor when it was the k itchen of the V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s House. It was 

restored and the flat pane l led lower doors reconstructed for use as a bookcase in its present locat ion. 

As mentioned a b o v e , the stairway retains most of its or ig ina l beaded sheathing and continues 

upward to terminate at the level of the or ig ina l four inch ye l l ow pine f loor ing of the upper storey. 

The s ta i rway with its narrow treads, h igh risers and tr iangular steps is a bit hazardous espec ia l ly 

when de scend ing . At some time during the attachment of the Kirby Cot tage to the V a n No s t r and -

Stark ins House this stairway was " s t ra ightened out " and the tr iangular treads el iminated by ex tend-

ing the sta irway through the south wal l of the or ig ina l K i rby Cottage into the leanto of the late 

18th century wing of the V a n Nos t rand-S ta rk in s House. This modif icat ion isolated the lower part 

of the s ta i rway . S ince this was enclosed and retained its o r ig ina l board -and-bat ten door , for many 

years it was used as a k i tchen closet; the lower three steps serv ing as she lves. O r i g i n a l l y the 

sta i rway was enclosed above the second floor level but insuff icient ev idence remained to recon -

struct this enc losure. 

For many years no protection of any k ind surrounded the stairwell at the upper front l eve l . 

Du r i ng the restoration of the Kirby Cot tage in 1970 -71 a discarded section of stair rail from the 

Epenetus O a k l e y House (Tour G u i d e 1973 -74 ) was instal led ut i l i z ing a contemporary newel from 

the Landmark Soc ie t y ' s s tockp i le . The mahogany stair rail is c i rcular in cross section and the 

balusters s lender, taper ing , mahogany rods. The newel is maple with an urn-turned shaft and 

turned f i n i a l . The or ig ina l interior s ing le flue ch imney was located on ly a few inches from the 

sta i rwel l at the second storey leve l . It must have required cons iderable ag i l i t y to negotiate this 

small space before descending the stair. 

The bedroom baseboard is a s imple, uncapped skirt ing dating from the 1870 ' s . It is not or ig ina l 

to the house as during the recent restoration areas of beaded pine sheath ing , matching that of the 

s t a i rway , were found under the bedroom plaster. This suggests that in the or ig ina l room-over - room 
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house, the entire bed chamber was sheathed in this mater ia l . The sheathing wh ich remained was 

removed and used in patching the sta i rwal l . The flat east window surrounds are or ig ina l and match 

those of the par lor. The dormer window surround was reconstructed to match it. 

The Kirby Cottage inc ludes an attractive array of 18th and 19th century cottage furniture and 

19th century prints, some of wh ich descended from local fami l ies. 
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D A N I E L H E G E M A N H O U S E , c i rca 

East e levat ion 
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THE S M I T H - H E G E M A N H O U S E (C i rca 1840) 

198 M a i n Street, Roslyn 

Roslyn Preservation Corporat ion 

H I S T O R I C A L B A C K G R O U N D : The Smi th -Hegeman House (C i rca 1840) and the James Sexton House 
(C i rca 1849) were moved to their present M a i n Street locations during the summer of 1972. Before 
the move, they stood side by side on small East Broadway properties whose ownerships have been 
interconnected throughout the 19th and 20th centur ies. 

In 1813 the entire p lot, with an 86 ' frontage on East Broadway, was conveyed by Adam and 

Jane Tredwell to Jacobus Mon fo r t , Joseph Hegeman and N i n o O n d e r d o n k , in trust for the Dutch 

Reformed Congregat ions of Oys ter Bay and Nor th Hempstead. In 1835 the trustees sold the parcel 

to W i l l i a m H i ck s . (See Tour G u i d e 1970-71 - Ander i s Onde rdonk ) . In 1838 H icks transferred the 

land to John R. Schenck who then owned land on both sides of East Broadway near its intersection 

with the Flushing - No r th Hempstead Turnpike. There were no known bu i ld ings on the parcel when 

it was bought by John S c h e n c k . As a footnote, about this time Schenck built his handsome G r e e k 

Rev iva l style mansion wh ich stood at the east side of the intersect ion, looking down the Turnp ike , 

where M . G r e l l a ' s M o b i l station now stands. The Schenck mansion was one of the two h igh ly 

fashionable temple-port icoed G r e e k Rev iva l houses in t own, the other be long ing to Capta in J a c o b 

M . Kr iby at the intersection of M a i n Street and East B roadway, at " K i r b y ' s Co rne r s " . These two 

were among the grandest houses in Roslyn at mid -century . 

The Smi th -Hegeman house, the earliest one on the property, appears to date around 1840 and 

was built by Capta in James W . Smith, the local tai lor and commanding officer of the Hempstead 

Harbor M i l i t i a in the War of 1812. Capta in Smith had built a house in 1836 at 106 M a i n Street 

(Tour G u i d e 1973 -74 ) but in 1840 he declared bankruptcy and in 1845 was forced to move from the 

M a i n Street house when his f a the r - i n - l aw and apprent ice, Jacob D i l l i n gham, who had acqu i red the 

house, sold it to Char les Baxter. Francis Sk i l lman ' s account of peop le , houses and events in Roslyn 

during the early 19th century states that when Capta in Smith lost his house "he then built another 

opposite the Presbyterian C h u r c h " . Capta in Smith never owned the East Broadway land, renting 

from John S chenck . In 1846 Schenck sold the 35 ' front section of land conta in ing this house to 

Peter W o o d , although there is no indicat ion Peter W o o d ever l ived there. In 1855 Ann D i l l i n gham 

Smith, Capta in Smith ' s w i fe , purchased a bui ld ing lot from James Losee at 145 East Broadway (Tour 

G u i d e 1963 -64 ) . There the Smiths built a third house, the Smi th -Va len t ine House, wh ich still 

stands, little changed , immediately south of the James K . Dav i s house. Short ly after Cap ta i n 

Smith built his M a i n Street house, he sold a small house next to it to Dan ie l Hegeman, a t insmith, 

who is recorded in 1859 as keeping shop in two small bu i ld ings on the M i l l dam. When Smith moved 

out of his first East Broadway house, Dan ie l Hegeman took over the cot tage, eventua l l y purchas ing 

it from Peter Wood in 1867 (Queens Coun t y , Liber 255 of Deeds , Pg. 57 ) . Dan ie l Hegeman d ied in 

1867, leav ing the house to his w i fe . It remained in the Hegeman family until 1899 when his g r a n d -

son, also named Dan i e l , sold it to Arr inda W . Smith (Nas sau C o u n t y , Liber 7 of Deeds , Pg . 135). 

Between 1904 and 1918 the house was owned by the Roslyn Sav ings Bank , Jacob H . Levin and 

Geo r ge H . Desson, a butcher. In 1918 Desson sold the property to V i n c e n z o Teo l i s . In 1923 V i n -

cenzo Teolis bought the second house built on the or ig inal 86 ' p lot , the Sexton House (C i rca 1849 -

Tour G u i d e 1974). Both houses remained in the Teol is fami ly from 1923 until 1970, when Joseph 

L. Teol is so ld them to the Roslyn Sav ings Bank. 

For about 50 years the Hegeman and Sexton houses were combined into a s ing le unit by 

means o fbu i l d i ng a connect ing structure f i l l ing in approximately ten feet between them. The two 

houses were d i v ided into three residential units and a store; a one-storey barber shop was added to 

the east front of the Smi th -Hegeman house. Each house stood upon a rubble foundat ion, br ick 

from the grade to the sill wh i ch , because of the steepness of the g rade, provided for a basement 

storey wh ich was fully above grade at the rear of each house. In conformity with local p rac t i ce , 
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the above - g r ade west wal l of each house was c lapboarded down to the level of the basement f loor . 

Each of the ground floors inc luded the or ig ina l kitchens and on the east, be low g rade , there were 

small rooms across the front of both houses wh ich were intended to serve as root ce l la r s . This a r -

rangement helped keep the remainder of the basement storeys dry and free of condensate. A two -

panel "Treasury of At reus " G r e e k Rev iva l exterior door was found in use in the storeroom of the 

Sm i th -Hegeman House root ce l lar and was assumed to be the or ig ina l front door of that house. 

In add i t ion to the barber shop extension and the connect ing structure, both houses had substan-

tial one-s torey addit ions a long their west fronts and a long the south front of the James Sexton 

house. Both had been sh ing led over the or ig ina l c lapboards and subsequently resheathed with c o m -

pos i t i on sh ingles over the wood sh ingles. A l l these modif icat ions occurred during the20th century. 

Dur ing the spring of 1972 both houses were donated, together with a small g ran t , to the Roslyn 

Preservation Corporat ion by the Roslyn Sav ings Bank . The bank needed the property for its p lans 

to expand its parking lot, scooping out the side of the hi l l upon wh i ch the houses stood to ga i n 

level g r ound . Both houses were stripped of all later add i t ions, inc lud ing the connect ing structure 

and the barber shop and were moved to new foundations on M a i n Street on the grounds of the W a r -

ren W i l k e y House (Tour G u i d e s 1972 -73 ) . These sites were selected not only to prov ide for the 

surv iva l of the two houses but also to assure that the new sites cou ld not be deve loped inappropr i -

ately at some future t ime. A recently d iscovered photograph taken around the turn of the century 

and now in the Local History Co l l e c t i on at the Bryant Library ( ^L -466 ) shows another gab l e -ended 

house near the present site of the Smi th -Hegeman house. It is assumed this is the Anthony W i l k e y 

House , (C i rca 1825) wh ich now stands at 208 East Broadway (see Warren S . W i l k e y House, Tour 

G u i d e 1 972 - 73 ) . Unti l the d iscovery of this recently donated photograph, it was not rea l i zed that 

at one time the Anthony and Warren W i l key Houses stood side by s ide. 

In contrast to their o r ig ina l sites at wh ich the grade fell off rapid ly to the west, the new sites 

are flat from roadside for some distance to the west. At the rear of the flat grade there was an o ld 

stone reta in ing wal l and from this point the grade rose rapid ly to the west. Because of differences 

in the dimensions of the two houses and in the depth of the flat roadside areas, it was necessary to 

reverse their posit ions, p lac ing the Sexton House to the north of the W i l key House and the Hegeman 

House to its south. Both houses continue to face east as they did on their o r ig ina l East Broadway 

s i te. Because of the flat terrain it was necessary to sacrif ice the or ig ina l basement storey in order 

to keep the pr inc ipal (east) facade in a proper relat ionship to the g rade. Each house was p laced 

upon a somewhat higher b r i ck - f aced foundation to permit the use of larger ce l lar w indows. Each 

house has been provided with a modern wing in order to provide more space and it was recogn ized 

that modi f icat ion to the upper storey floor plan would be necessary to provide maximum use of 

space . Beyond these changes , major efforts were made to restore each house, and espec ia l ly its 

exterior conf igurat ion and Interior deta i l , as carefu l ly as poss ib le. As of M a r c h 1974 the restora-

t ion of the Sm i th -Hegeman house has been completed apart from a few minor detai ls and the exter-

ior restoration of the James Sexton house has been completed. The architect of the restoration and 

re locat ion of both houses is G u y Ladd Frost, A . I . A . , and the carpenters Steve T lockowsk i and 

Edward Soukup . Upon complet ion both houses wi l l be offered for sale under the protection of c o m -

prehens ive preservation covenants . 

S M I T H - H E G E M A N E X T E R I O R : The Smi th -Hegeman House as it stands today is a 1 1/2 storey c l a p -

boarded, s ide h a l l , " C a p e C o d " cottage, strongly G reek Rev i va l in f lavor , wh ich stands upon a 

b r i c k - f a ced foundation with its roof r idge paral le l to the road. The house is three bays wide by 

two bays deep. A g ab l e - ended wing with a narrow porch has been added to the south of the or ig inal 

house. The wing is terminated at its south end by a g ab l e - ended concrete b lock garage whose roof 

r idge is at right angles to the road. The garage was built in the early 1920 ' s for the Warren W i l k e y 

House (Tour G u i d e 1972 -73 ) . The or ig inal roof of the garage had fal len in and it was raised sub-

stant ia l ly In rebui ld ing so that Its r idge would conform to the r idge height of the w i n g . 
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In examin ing the exterior of the restored Hegeman House it should be reca l led that the entire 

main floor wal l of the pr inc ipal (east) facade had been removed to make way for the Teol i s Barber 

Shop. However , cons iderable data surv ived for restoration gu ides . The 6/6 windows were p l aced 

beneath the surv iv ing " e yeb row " w indows. The p la in surrounds with 1/8 inch interior bead ing and 

plain dr ip -caps were cop ied from surv iv ing window surrounds. There were narrow strips of c l a p -

boards hav ing 5 inch exposures surv iv ing at each end of the second storey fr ieze and this exposure 

was dup l icated from the surv iv ing fr ieze mouldings down to the water tab le . The latter a lso cou ld 

be reconstructed from the surv iv ing water table on the other fronts. It is 5 1/2 inches h igh and r e c -

tangular in cross sect ion. The fr ieze itself is f lush-boarded and its th ree- l i ght " e y e b r o w " windows 

are set in surrounds consist ing of simple beads. The frames are not rabbetted and the east " e y e b r o w " 

windows were never shuttered. The corner boards also cou ld be reconstructed from surv iv ing 

fragments. These are p la in and face the east and west fronts o n l y . The c lapboards on a l l but the 

pr inc ipal (east) facade have 8 inch exposure to the weather. A long the west front the c lapboards 

continue al l the way up to the eaves and inc lude the three west " e y e b r o w " windows. These three-

light w indow frames are rabbetted wh ich suggests they were shuttered o r i g i n a l l y . A l l of the 6/6 

windows now have appropriate two pane l , Tuscan moulded shutters, two pairs being contemporary 

with the house. The remainder are new and were made on the job. The small one-storey p ro jec -

tion at the rear is new and was added to provide part of the space required for a coat closet and a 

powder room. The eaves are close cropped. The g a b l e - e n d eaves are f in ished with a stepped 

fascia wh ich is the only surv iv ing example of this type in Ros lyn. M u c h of the exterior sheathing 

and architectural detail was badly rotted and portions of the c lapboards, window surrounds, corner 

boards and fasci i required replacement. However , in each instance the replacement was carefu l ly 

cop ied from the o r i g i na l . The main floor 6/6 window in the north facade was inserted during the 

restoration to provide more light in this area. 

The chimney is in its or ig inal locat ion but has been completely rebui l t . Its dimensions at the 

roof l ine were determined from a patch in that area. Its projection above the r idge, beve l led b o n d -

ing and projection of the three upper courses wh ich form the ch imney cap al l were cop ied from the 

Capta in Geo r ge Punderson Hawkins House in East Setauket which strongly resembles the Hegeman 

House. 

The eleborate porch and doorway are almost entirely conjectural as not even the doorway frame 

had su rv i ved, a l though the architectural qual i ty of the f r ieze, the gab le fasci i and the interior d e -

tail al l suggested that the porch also would have been qua l i ta t i ve . In add i t i on , the elegant doo r -

way of the earlier Smith House at 106 M a i n Street (see James and W i l l i am Smith House - Tour G u i d e 

1973 -74 ) suggested that Capta in James Smith ' s aspirations for the Smi th -Hegeman House wou ld have 

been for the grand effect. The front door is the one found in the root ce l la r and was assumed to be 

the or ig ina l front door of the house wh ich had been re located when the barber shop was added. The 

two raised panels of the door ut i l i ze concave bevels and were trimmed with Tuscan mould ings . The 

36 inch door was suff ic iently wide in relation to the ha l lway to preclude the use of side l ights and 

too tall to permit the insertion of a transom. The present doorway was der ived from combin ing e l e -

ments of the doorway and porch of the Capta in G e o r g e Punderson Hawkins House in East Setauket 

and drawings of porches shown in plates 7 4 , 82 and 141 of Ca r l F. Schmidt ' s " G r e e k Rev i va l De ta i l s " 

(Scottsv i l le , N . Y . 1968). The door surround is trimmed with Tuscan mouldings and f lanked by 

paired stepped pilasters based upon plain plinths and terminated by Tuscan moulded cap i ta l s . The 

piers at the front of the porch match the pilasters and support an entablature wh ich is capped by a 

Tuscan moulded corn ice beneath a shal low hipped roof. 

S M I T H - H E G E M A N I N T E R I O R : The interior of the front door is pane l led but untr immed. Its lock 

and brass hardware are not or ig inal but of the period and conform precisely to the paint mark ings. 

The surround is crossetted and employs Tuscan mouldings to conform to the design of the rear doo r -

w a y , part of wh ich had survived incorporated in the inner hall wal l wh ich had been re located. 

When this wal l was returned to its or ig ina l posit ion dur ing the restoration the submerged surround 
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was ident i f ied and is now incorporated in the powder room doorway. The front door of this room 

also is two pane l led and Tuscan moulded. I t is or ig inal to the house but not in this locat ion. The 

closet next to the powder room also ut i l izes a two-pane l Tuscan moulded door from the Landmark 

S oc i e t y ' s c o l l e c t i on . Both doors have been fitted with mid-century rectangular rim locks and c o n -

temporary brass hardware as have all the first f loor interior doors. The baseboards are stepped and 

are capped with Tuscan mould ings . The Santo Domingo mahogany stairrail has surv ived. Its ra i l ing 

is c i r cu la r in cross section and has the urn turned balusters common in Roslyn during the second 

quarter of the 19th century. The newel post a lso is turned and is the late Sheraton type frequently 

encountered during this per iod. The stairrail has been lengthened s l ight ly at its upper extremity 

to accomodate to changes in the second storey f loor p l an . The added rail and balusters come from 

the Landmark Soc ie ty ' s stockpi le and almost match the o r i g i na l . The pane l led wal l beneath the 

sta i rway was never moulded and the stiles are very s l ight ly beve l led a long their interior edges. The 

w indow surrounds are stepped and trimmed with Tuscan mould ings . The hal l and l i v ing room floors 

both retain their or ig ina l long leaf ye l l ow pine boards. 

The l i v ing room or i g ina l l y was d i v ided into small front and back parlors. The d i v id ing wal l was 

missing when the house was relocated and has not been rep laced. S imi lar ly the or ig ina l f i replace 

and ch imney were in their present locations as established by a hearth patch in the floor and c e i l -

ing and roof patches. The entire chimney and f i replace had been removed and a new interior c h i m -

ney constructed in the northwest corner of the present l iv ing room. When this later ch imney was 

removed part of the crossetted Tuscan moulded surround of a window was found, inc lud ing a Tuscan 

moulded panel beneath the sash. O n the basis of this d iscovery a l l the l i v ing room doorways and 

w indows were constructed with crossetted Tuscan moulded surrounds and Tuscan moulded panels 

were p l aced beneath the window sash. The sections of or ig ina l mould ings , pane l , etc. have al l 

been incorporated into the four l i v ing room window surrounds. The same type of doorway and w i n -

dow f in i sh has been fo l lowed in the d in ing room, even though this is a completely new room in the 

1972 w i n g . The l iv ing room and d in ing room doors al l are of the s ing le f aced , 6 - p a n e I , Tuscan 

moulded t ype . N o n e is or ig ina l to the house but all are in period with it and fitted with appropr i -

ate hardware. The doors are from the Soc ie ty ' s s tockpi le and or ig inated in a demolished house in 

Rye , N e w Y o r k . The window latches on the 6/6 windows all are modern ones made in Eng land. 

H o w e v e r , they fo l low the pattern of those used in N e w Yo rk during the middle quarters of the 19th 

centu ry . The baseboards in both d in ing and l iv ing rooms match the stepped Tuscan moulded hal l 

and sta i rway baseboards. A l l but the d in ing room baseboards are or ig ina l to the house. The front 

and back k i tchen doors are per iod 6 - p a n e l , Tuscan moulded doors whose four upper panels have 

been rep laced with g l a z i n g in the tradit ional manner. 

The present l i v ing room f i replace and mantel are completely new to the house but have been r e -

bui lt in the posit ion of the or ig ina l f i rep lace. The f i replace has appropriate slate facings and a 

br ick hearth. The mantel is an early one in the G r e e k Rev iva l style and is appropriate to the room, 

incorporat ing p la in pilasters hav ing Tuscan moulded capitals and a straight front, moulded edge 

shelf supported by a Tuscan mou ld ing . 

The second storey floor plan has been modif ied to ach ieve a more workable design,, The hall 

has been somewhat lengthened and reduced in w id th , wh ich has resulted in a reduction in s ize of 

the chamber at the front of the hal l to permit its use as a bath and to increase the s ize of the two 

bedrooms. The stepped and moulded stairway baseboard continues across the hal l to end at the 

ins ide w a l l . A l l the other baseboards are simple skirt ings capped by a bead mou ld ing . A l l the 

f loor ing is the or ig ina l ye l l ow pine boards. 

The hal l w indow surrounds are stepped and Tuscan moulded and prov ided the example for the 

inserted first floor hall w indow. By this dev i ce the second storey f in i sh, to an observer standing in 

the hal l be l ow, appears to be more elaborate than it actua l l y is as all the other second storey door 

-14 -



and window surrounds consist of p la in fac ings beaded on their interior edges. The front and back 

three light " e yeb row " windows sl ide hor izonta l ly into their o r ig ina l pockets . A l l the doors are of 

the board-and-bat ten t ype , some or ig ina l to the house. A l l u t i l i ze No r f o l k type thumb latches of 

the 1830 -1850 type. Elements of some of these were in use in the house at the time its restoration 

began. 
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S E X T O N H O U S E , c i rca 1849 

East e levat ion 
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THE J A M E S S E X T O N H O U S E (C i rca 1849) 

180 M a i n Street, Roslyn 

Roslyn Preservation Corporat ion 

H I S T O R I C A L B A C K G R O U N D : The James Sexton House (C i rca 1849) and the Sm i th -Hegeman 

House (C i rca 1840) were moved to their present M a i n Street locations during the summer of 1972. 

Before the move, they stood side by side on small East Broadway properties whose ownerships have 

been interconnected throughout the 19th and 20th centur ies. 

In 1813 the entire p lot , with an 86* frontage on East B roadway, was conveyed by Adam and 

Jane Tredwell to Jacobus Mon fo r t , Joseph Hegeman and N i n o O n d e r d o n k , in trust for the Dutch 

Reformed Congregat ions of Oyster Bay and No r th Hempstead. In 1835 the trustees sold the parcel 

to W i l l i am H i ck s . (See Tou rGu ide 1970-71 - Ander is Onde rdonk ) . In 1838 H i ck s transferred the 

land to John R. Schenck who then owned land on both sides of East Broadway near its intersection 

with the F l u sh i n g -No r th Hempstead Turnp ike. There were no known bu i ld ings on the parcel when 

it was bought by John S chenck . As a footnote, about this time Schenck built his handsome G r e e k 

Rev iva l style mansion wh ich stood at the east side of the intersect ion, look ing down the Turnp ike , 

where M . G r e l l a ' s M o b i l station now stands. The S chenck mansion was one of the two h i gh l y 

fashionable temple-port icoed G reek Rev iva l houses in town, the other be long ing to Cap ta in J a c o b 

M . Kirby at the intersection of M a i n Street and East B roadway, at " K i r b y ' s C o r n e r s " . These two 

were among the grandest houses in Roslyn at m id -century . 

In September of 1849, Schenck sold a 40 ' front parcel south of the land upon wh ich Cap ta i n 

James Smith had settled four years ear l ier, to James Sex ton , a confect ioner. A rch i tectura l l y the 

house seems to date from that period and was probably built shortly after the land was acqu i red by 

Sexton. In 1873 the Beers-Comstock At las listed the cottage as the " Sex ton s to re " , possible not ing 

the first commercial use of the bu i l d i ng , which had been g i v e n a small extension adding shop space 

to the older l i v ing quarters. The house decended in the Sexton fami ly until 1923, when it w a s p u r -

chased from the heirs of Cather ine Sexton by V i n c e n z o Teo l i s , who had acqu i red the S m i t h - H e g e -

man House and lot f ive years ear l ier. Thus the two properties were aga in combined, hav ing had 

separate histories for the 77 years s ince Schenck sold the northern lot to Peter Wood in 1846. Both 

houses remained in the Teolis family from 1923 until 1970, when Joseph L. Teol is sold them to the 

Roslyn Sav ings Bank. 

For about 50 years the Smi th -Hegeman and James Sexton houses were combined into a s ing le 

structure by means of bu i ld ing a connect ing structure f i l l i ng in approximately ten feet between 

them. The two houses were d i v ided into three residential units and a store; a one-storey barber 

shop was added to the east front of the Smi th -Hegeman house. Each house stood upon a rubble 

foundat ion, br ick from the grade to the sill w h i c h , because of the steepness of the g r ade , prov ided 

for a basement storey wh ich was fu l ly above grade at the rear of each house. In conformity with 

local p rac t i ce , the above grade west wal l of each house was c lapboarded down to the level of the 

basement f loor. Each of the gound floors inc luded the or ig ina l k itchens and on the east, be low 

g rade , there were small rooms across the front of both houses wh ich were intended to serve as root 

ce l lars . This arrangement helped keep the remainder of the basement storeys dry and free of c o n -

densate. 

In addit ion to the barber shop extension and the connect ing structure, both houses had substan-

tial one-storey addit ions a long their west fronts and a long the south front of the James Sexton house. 

Both had been shingled over the or ig inal c lapboards and subsequently resheathed with composit ion 

shingles over the wood sh ing les . A l l these modif icat ions occurred during the 20th century . 

Dur ing the spring of 1972 both houses were donated, together with a small g ran t , to the Ros lyn 

Preservation Corporat ion by the Roslyn Sav ings Bank. The bank needed the property for its p lans to 
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expand its parking lot, scooping out the side of the hill upon which the houses stood to ga in level 
g round. Both houses were stripped of all later addit ions, including the connecting structure and 
the barber shop and were moved to new foundations on M a i n Street on the grounds of the Warren 
W i l k e y House (Tour Gu ides 1972-73) . These sites were selected not only to provide for the survival 
of the two houses but also to assure that the new sites could not be developed inappropriately at 
some future time. A recently discovered photograph taken around the turn of the century, now in 
the Local History Co l lec t ion at the Bryant Library, (^L-466) shows another gab le -ended house near 
the present site of the Smith-Hegeman house. The James Sexton House is the first structure to o c -
cupy the location immediately north of the Warren Wi l key House. 

In contrast to their or ig inal sites at which the grade fell off rapidly to the west, the new sites 
are flat from roadside for some distance to the west. At the rear of the flat grade there was an o ld 
stone retaining wall and from this point the grade rose rapidly to the west. Because of the di f fer-
ences in the dimensions of the two houses and in the depth of the flat roadside areas, it was n e c -
essary to reverse their posit ions, placing the James Sexton House to the north of the Wi l key House 
and the Smith-Hegeman House to its south. Both houses continue to face east as they d id on their 
or ig inal East Broadway sites. Because of the flat terrain it was necessary to sacrif ice the or ig inal 
basement storey in order to keep the principal (east) facade in a proper relationship to the g rade. 
Each house was placed upon a somewhat higher br ick - faced foundation to permit the use of larger 
ce l lar windows. Each house has been provided with a modern wing in order to provide more space 
and it was recognized that modif ication to the upper storey floor plan would be necessary to pro-
v ide maximum use of space. Beyond these changes, major efforts were made to restore each house, 
and especia l ly its exterior configuration and interior deta i l , as carefully as possible. As of Ma rch 
1974 the restoration of the Smith-Hegeman House has been completed apart from a few minor d e -
tails and the exterior restoration of the James Sexton House has been completed. The architect of 
the restoration and relocation of both houses is G u y Ladd Frost, A . I . A . , and the carpenters Steve 
T lockowsk i and Edward Soukup. Upon completion both houses wil l be offered for sale under the 
protection of comprehensive preservation covenants. 

J A M E S S E X T O N EXTER IOR: The James Sexton House as it stands today is a 1 1/2 storey c lapboard-
ed " C a p e C o d " cottage, G r e e k Revival in concept as demonstrated by the survival of " e yeb row "o r 
" c le res tory " windows but shows evidence of Goth i c Type influence in some of its mouldings and by 
the vert ica l i ty of its structure. Like the Smith-Hegeman House, it stands upon a high br ick- faced 
foundat ion, although neither house did so o r i g i na l l y , and its gable fields are at right angles to the 
road. The house has a s ide-ha l l floor plan and is three bays wide by two bays deep. A two-storey 
g ab l e - ended ell has been constructed to the west of the or ig inal house and is s l ightly offset toward 
the south. This wing is entirely new (1973) although authentic or carefully fabricated architectural 
details have been included in its construction. 

M u c h of the exterior sheathing of the house had survived as well as most of the original 6/6 
windows and a few interior doors. Some of this material was badly decayed and required rep lace-
ment as d id some of the framing of the east front. However all removed materials could be, and 
were, precisely replaced. The clapboards on the east face of the Sexton House have a 51/2 inch 
exposure to the weather. Those on the other three facades have 9 inch exposures. There are nar -
row corner boards on both faces of the corners and these are placed so that the joining is never v i s -
ible on the front or back (east or west) wal l s . A l l the windows except the "eyebrow" ones are of 
the 6/6 type. Al l are placed in narrow surrounds having simple drip cups and 1/8 inch interior bead-
i ng . O n l y four of the or ig inal three-l ight "eyebrow" windows surv ive. Two of these, in the west 
f acade, were included within the new ell and were removed to ga in additional ce i l ing height. The 
eave moulding is of the beaded ogee type, a profile used extensively in the Presbyterian Church 
(Tour G u i d e 1973-74) wh ich was built in 1851 . The plain water table is 5 inches in height and its 
upper surface is lightly beve l led. The three "eyebrow" windows of the east front are set in a flush 
boarded fascia as is usually the case in Roslyn. This fascia ends just short of the corner boards and 
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the few inches left at each end are f i l led in with clapboards which match the remainder of the east 
wall sheathing. The "eyebrow" window frames are rabbetted and were designed to ut i l ize louvered 
shutters, none of which surv ive. The "eyebrow" windows slide horizontal ly into pockets. The 6/6 
windows probably ut i l ized ^wo-panel , Tuscan moulded shutters o r i g ina l l y . N o n e have survived a l -
though some period shutters from the Landmark Soc iety ' s stockpi le have been used. 

N o traces of the original porch steps and platform surv ived, and this construction is new. 
Enough of the original pent roof of the porch surv ived, although in very poor condit ion and covered 
with many layers of later sheathing and mouldings, to enable precise dupl icat ion ut i l i z ing some of 
the original mouldings and fabric. The original roof was sheathed with tin rectangles most of wh ich 
were 13x19 inches and placed in a pattern of brick laid in common bond. Restoration of this sheath-
ing , although in copper rather than t in, has been completed. The porch gab le fields are f lush-
boarded, partial ly with original sheathing. The eave moulding of the porch is a very large bead in 
cross sect ion. The cornice moulding is the beaded ogee type which matches the eave moulding of 
the principal roof. Segments of both porch roof mouldings are or ig ina l . Interestingly enough, whi le 
beaded ogee mouldings are used extensively on the exterior of the Sexton House, they do not appear 
in the interior. The original porch columns d id not survive and the style of their replacement has not 
yet (March 1974) been determined. 

The or ig inal front door and doorway did not surv ive, although notches for side light windowsi l ls 
in the framing established the original presence of side lights and their dimensions. The doorway is a 
complete reconstruction but probably is quite close to the or ig ina l . The dimensions of the surviv ing 
porch roof provided data determining the width of the doorway. With these data it was found that 
the doorway of the John Wi l l i s House, at 18 M a i n Street, was of the correct dimensions and style. 
This doorway was dupl icated. It includes simple inner and outer pilasters, of the same dimensions, 
which are lightly bevel led along their inner edges. There are Tuscan moulded panels be l owthe f ou r -
light s idel ights. A Tuscan moulded 2-panel "Treasury of Atreus" exterior door was purchased in 
Stamford, Connect icut to serve as the front door of the house. An effort is being made to procure a 
period rim lock of the proper size to conform to the paint scars. 

I N T E R I O R : The interior trim of the Sexton House is very plain in comparison with many other local 
houses of the same date. Some of the early detail had been removed and its appearance can only be 
conjectured, but much of the architectural detail is inventive and unusual and is worthy of careful 
examinat ion. 

Many of the interior door and window surrounds have been lost. Those which have survived are 
unique in Roslyn and consist only of a narrow beaded surround trimmed with a simple square fi l let 
and a rudimentary Tuscan moulding which lacks either a bead or a quirk. The interior of the front 
doorway has been reconstructed. The principal floor and stairway baseboards also are unique in 
Roslyn. These consist of a simple skirting into which a cove has been planed to replace the upper, 
inside corner. This in turn is capped by a sl ightly cyma-curved Tuscan moulding which lacks a bead 
and retains only the most rudimentary quirk. The stairway is or iginal except for its ra i l ing which 
was replaced many years ago. The present rai l ing is to be replaced with a mahogany rai l ing from 
Troy, N e w Y o r k , which util izes a rail oval in cross-sect ion, a vase-turned newel and del icate ly 
turned balusters. The panel l ing beneath the stair treads is plain and incorporates a bul l -nose mou ld -
ing around each panel. Odd l y enough, the panel over the doorway beneath the stairs, which leads 
to the original basement, is trimmed with a ful ly developed Tuscan mould ing. The door beneath this 
panel , which opens to the present cellar sta irway, is or ig inal to this location and of a type found 
in no other local house. Basically it is a three board, board-and-batten door. However , in place 
of the conventional wide horizontal battens, this door includes three narrow horizontal battens and 
two vertical styles of the same material. These have been nai led to the door to form a pattern 
which develops upper and lower square panels on one side of the door. This type of " two -pane l " 
door, but more heavi ly framed, is a holdover from the early Dutch influence but seems to have d i s -
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appeared ve ry early in the 19th century. A s ingle late 18th century example surv ives in the V a n 

No s t r and - S ta r k i n s House in its o r ig ina l locat ion. S imi lar doors were in use in the now demol ished 

M i l l e r ' s House on O l d Northern Boulevard (Personal r e c o l l e c t i o n / R G G ) . Howeve r , the attenuated 

type Found in the Sexton House is an unusual ho ldover , if it is a holdover and not merely fortuitous. 

This door retains what appears to be its or ig ina l square cast iron rim lock and is fastened, at least in 

part , with wire na i l s . Ne i the r of these manufactured materials were readi ly a va i l ab le much before 

the m id -19 th century. They may represent later changes in the door assembly or the Sexton House 

may be a decade or so later than genera l l y ag reed. A similar two-pane l board-and-bat ten door sur -

v i v e s in one of the upstairs bedrooms and inc ludes the same conjectural deta i l s . O n the basis of 

these two or ig ina l doors, the remainder of the secondary interior doors have been constructed in 

this manner. A l l of the pr inc ipal interior doors are of the 6 -pane l Tuscan moulded, G r e e k Rev iva l 

t ype . A l l are s ingle faced and al l come from the same demolished house in R ye , N e w Y o r k . Their 

use in the Sexton house was cons idered appropriate as the mouldings precisely match the beaded 

Tuscan mould ings employed in the pane l ing over the interior entrance to the ce l l a r . 

The exterior door at the rear of the second storey hal l is of the four -panel type genera l ly a s soc i -

ated with the mid-19th century and later but ut i l i zes Tuscan mou ld ing . It too , is an insert ion. The 

o gee moulded wardrobe in the east chamber dates from about 1870 and was instal led in the house 

dur ing the 1974 restoration. The n i ne - l i gh t Tuscan moulded exterior door in the new breakfast 

room is trimmed with Tuscan mouldings but has been modif ied in the early manner to inc lude a w i n -

d o w . A l l the primary main floor doors have been fitted with contemporary cast rectangular rim locks 

and appropr iate brass hardware. The b lack iron w indow latches for the most part are modern but are 

reproduct ions of those in use during the mid-19th century. 

The present l iv ing room o r i g ina l l y was d i v ided into front and back parlors. However , the inter-

ven i ng wa l l was missing and has not been rep laced. Its ex i s tence, however , was Ind icated by the 

surv iva l of two doorways from the hall to the l iv ing room. The f i replace is the or ig ina l and retains 

the s lant ing cheeks usual ly associated with late 18th century construct ion. The simple pi lastered 

mantel is o r ig ina l to this locat ion. Both pilaster capital and shelf mouldings have been rep laced. 

After s t r ipp ing , the profi le marks of the capita l moulding returns cou ld be seen on the backboard. 

This was ident ica l to the profi le of the surv iv ing baseboard moulding and has been reproduced. The 

shelf paint markings also d isc losed that the shelf moulding was somewhat wider but its actual profi le 

cou ld not be determined. S ince shelf mouldings invar iab ly are larger forms of the pilaster capita l 

mou ld ings this pract ice has been fo l lowed in this case. 

The o r i g i na l long leaf ye l l ow pine floors surv ive throughout the house. 

The second storey baseboards, apart from the cont inuat ion of the stairway baseboard, are simple 

sk irt ing with bu l l -nose caps and the door and window surrounds are p la in except for an interior bead. 

The " e y e b r o w " window surround at the head of the stairway is tr immed, as u sua l , ident ica l ly with 

the first f loor windows. The remaining two west " e yeb row " windows were removed during the recent 

restoration as the bui ld ing of a new wing made it possible to el iminate the s loping ce i l i ng in the 

west bedroom. 
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THE J A M E S & W I L L I A M S M I T H H O U S E (1836) 

106 M a i n Street, Roslyn 

(Residence of M r . and M r s . Char les Rosebrock) 

Prior to 1835, Capta in James W . Smith ( 1784 -1879 ) , "the fashionable tai lor of the v i l l a ge and 

t o w n " , and his wife Ann had been l iv ing in a " l i t t le o ld look ing story and a t t i c " house immediate-

ly south of the present 106 M a i n Street, which had not then been bui l t . Smith had commanded the 

Hempstead Harbor -F lower Hi l l M i l i t i a , and had served at Fort Greene in Brooklyn in 1814. A s a 

ta i lo r , he traveled with his apprentices to the houses and farms of his customers, making for them 

the garments that were not fabricated by the fami ly . 

O n the first of A p r i l , 1835, John W i l l i s , the hereditary owner of most of the land on the west 

side of M a i n Street, began to d iv ide his property into bu i ld ing lots, one of wh ich was that day 

purchased by Capta in Smith. (Oueens Coun t y , Liber K . K . of Deeds, pg . 134). A t the time of 

purchase, the lot had a 67 ' frontage on the h i g hway , and was over 200 ' deep. In add i t ion , Smith 

owned the land upon wh ich his o ld house stood. The or ig ina l W i l l i s to Smith conveyance mentions 

the existence of a barn, probably the center section of the present barn, at the top of the lane. 

N o house then stood on the conveyed parcel . Still extant beneath a concrete slab in the nor thyard, 

is the important hi l ls ide spring known as the "Sett l ing Spring (Great Sp r i n g ) " . Before the purchase 

of the property by Smith, John W i l l i s had already deeded the spring overf low to W i l l i am Va lent ine 

for the operation of his paper m i l l . The water flows under the road, emerging in the yard of the O . 

W . Va len t ine house (105 M a i n Street) and feeds a brook running through the garden of that house. 

O n Apri l 3 0 , 1836, James and Ann Smith took out a mortgage to f inance their newly built house, 

and in J anua r y , 1837, they subdiv ided their landhold ings, se l l ing the o ld house together with a 

small M a i n Street lot, to Dan ie l Hegeman, a tinsmith. (Queens Coun ty , Liber Q . Q . of Deeds , 

pp. 307 -308 ) ; (Queens Coun t y , Liber C . C . of mortgages, pg . 390) . The little house stood until 

around 1910. Francis Sk i l lman describes the Smith house as hav ing been built in 1836, an estimate 

wh ich appears to be correct in this instance, a lthough Sk i l lman ' s attributions tend to be about one 

decade late. 

Still unable to meet his ob l i gat ions , Capta in Smith declared bankruptcy in November of 1840, 

his land to be sold at publ ic auct ion to satisfy his creditors. (Queens Coun t y , Liber 53 of Deeds , 

pg . 385) . The auction took p lace on February 8 , 1841 , and the property was purchased by Smith ' s 

f a t he r - i n - l aw , Jacob D i l l i n gham, who had also been an apprentice of his. The Smiths cont inued 

to l ive in the house during D i l l i n gham ' s ownership. (Queens Coun t y , Liber 64 of Deeds , pg . 391) . 

O n the third of February, 1845, D i l l i ngham sold the property, which was, in the language of 

the deed, then (still) occup ied by James W . Smith as his res idence, to Char les Baxter, a b l a c k -

smith. Baxter actua l ly l ived in the house, and assumed payment of Smith ' s mortgage to D i l l i n gham, 

wh ich was still outstanding. 

In M a r c h of 1856, the house was purchased by W i l l i am H. Smith (probably unrelated to James 

W . Smith), who made a number of immediate changes , and in whose family it remained for more 

than a century. (Queens Coun t y , Liber 142 of Deeds, pg. 5 ) . Like Baxter, Smith was a b l a c k -

smith, and he bought, with the house, Baxter 's wheelwright blacksmith shop on the mill dam ( O l d 

Northern B l vd . ) . W i l l i am H. Smith died in the house in 1895. 

O n September 2 8 , 1896, accord ing to the terms of the w i l l , the house came to publ ic auc t i on , 

arranged by Henry W . Eastman, Esq. It was bought then by W i l l i am C . Smith, son of W i l l i a m H. 

Smith, also a b lacksmith, who had been l iv ing with his family in a house on Church Street, in the 

northern part of the V i l l a g e . (Queens Coun t y , Liber 1129 of Deeds , pg . 349 ) . The house at 106 

M a i n Street has, s ince the death of W i l l i am C . Smith in 1907, been owned by his wife M a r t h a , and 
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his daughter Jessie, the last of the Smith family to l ive in it. It recently was restored by Cap ta in 

and M r s . Roger G e r r y , who acquired it in 1971 from the estate of Jessie Smith, daughter of 

W i l l i a m C . Smith. 

D E S C R I P T I O N : The James and W i l l i am Smith house is a s i d e - h a l l , center ch imney , two and a half 

storey p i tched- roof c lapboarded house; three bays wide with its roof r idge paral lel to M a i n Street. 

The roof was o r ig ina l l y sh ing led. The main b lock rests upon a rubble foundation wh ich extends to 

the s i l l s . There is a rubble wa l led root cel lar wh ich is not cont iguous with any of the foundation 

wa l l s . The ch imney itself is based upon its own rubble foundation which is located between the 

east wal l of the root cel lar and the east foundation wall of the house. A n unusual wooden door 

gr i l l prov ides security to the root cel lar inside its entry. 

Dur ing several periods of ownersh ip, an exist ing k itchen wing or ell was modif ied and rebui lt . 

Beyond th i s , the house reveals only slight a l terat ion, and until the present restoration ( 1972 -73 ) , 

had no central heating and only a most rudimentary plumbing system which was conta ined with in 

the ground floor of the k i tchen w ing . 

The house as built in 1836 had c l ipped eaves and probably a very simple wooden front stoop, no 

trace of wh i ch survives today. S imi lar ly there must have been a one storey k i tchen w i n g , but no 

trace of this has surv ived either. In al l l i ke l ihood the early wing fo l lowed the periphery of the 

present root cel lar wh ich extends well beneath the exist ing k i tchen. After W i l l i a m H. Smith bought 

the house in 1856, he made many changes still v i s ib le today. A beautiful ly wrought bootscraper, 

attr ibuted to Wi l l i am H. Smith by his granddaughter, Jessie Smith, but earl ier in appearance, sur -

v i ves in use and attests to his ski l l as a b lacksmith. Smith apparently extended the eaves of the 

main b lock wh ich he then bracketed. He replaced the panel led shutters of the second storey w i n -

dows with the movable louvered shutters wh ich survive today. He added a large shed roof k i tchen 

wing to the west facade wh ich gave the entire house a "salt b o x " prof i le. Substantial elements of 

this wing su rv i ve . In add i t i on , the first storey section of the or ig inal exterior west wal l of the main 

b lock was relocated several feet further to the west at the expense of the k itchen w i n g , to increase 

the s ize of the back parlor. To "square o f f " the enlarged room, a small one-storey addit ion was 

constructed at the northwest corner of the room where the or ig inal main b lock was wider than the 

k i tchen w i n g . A conforming s i x - ove r - s i x w indow, s ince removed, was inserted in the extended 

north wa l l . The aforementioned interior alterat ion can be established as a part of W i l l i am H. 

Smith ' s 1856 modi f icat ion, as a mid-19th century hor izonta l ly sheathed dado surv ived under later 

sheathing in the east wal l of the present k i tchen. In addit ion W i l l i a m Smith added a verandah 

wh ich extended across the east front of the house. This was covered by a shal low hipped roof, s up -

ported by graceful piers, the framing of wh ich formed Pointed G o t h i c - a r c h e d panels f i l led by lat -

t i ce . A photograph taken prior to 1870 shows the house in this form. A somewhat later photograph, 

probably c i r ca 1890, shows this Go th i c verandah in precise deta i l . It is assumed that these a l te ra -

tions were accompl i shed in 1856 or very shortly thereafter. 

A s ment ioned ear l ier , the present central section of the barn seems to antedate the house. It is 

cons idered that Capta in James Smith, a ta i l o r , would not have required a larger barn and that the 

present east section was added either by W i l l i am H. Smith, ca . 1856, or by Char les H . Baxter, also 

a b lacksmi th , between 1845 -1856 . A n example of Baxter 's work , an elaborate wrought gate latch, 

survives across the road at the entrance to the O . W . Va len t ine house (105 M a i n Street) and bears 

his stamped mark. 

Late in the 19th century or possibly early in the 20th, after W i l l i am C . Smith bought the house 

from his father ' s estate in 1896, the present two-storey gab le -ended k itchen wing was constructed. 

This i nc luded a chimney for a kitchen range near its southwest corner. This wing is not entirely a 

new structure, but is real ly an enlargement and expansion of the mid-19th century w ing . 

S imultaneous ly with the enlargement of the kitchen w i n g , the hipped roof, la t t ice-p ierced 
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verandah was replaced by a shed-roof , s h i ng l e - r a i l ed , g la s s -enc losed porch. A t the same t ime, 

some of the discarded latticed piers were ut i l i zed in the construction of a small shed-roofed porch 

off the west k i tchen entrance. This porch was later enclosed with shingles to provide space for a 

smal I uti lity room. 

E X T E R I O R : The exterior detai l is Federal in character and simple in s ty le, for the most part, and 

includes a p la in water tab le, de l i cate ly beaded edge corner boards and s i x - o ve r - s i x w indows . The 

latter o r i g ina l l y were f lanked by two-pane l led shutters u t i l i z ing fine Tuscan mould ings . O n the 

second storey, these were replaced by louvered shutters as prev ious ly ment ioned. Most of the c l a p -

boards have surv ived. These have an exposure of seven inches on the east and approx imate ly nine 

inches on the other faces. M a n y clapboards are l ight ly chamfered a long the lower edge a n d , p re -

sumably, are or ig inal to the house. The simple sawn curv i l inear brackets with acorn drops were 

added when the roof was extended c i rca 1856 and may be seen in the 1870 photograph. 

The or ig inal entrance was approached direct ly from the street and it was not until the enc losed 

porch was built that the steps were placed at the north end. The front doorway is strongly Federal 

in style and is the most important survival of its type in Ros lyn. It inc ludes s idel ights and a t r an -

som window enclosed in de l i cate ly moulded major and minor surrounds marked by corner b locks at 

their intersections. The major pilasters are more r ichly moulded than the minor. The reveal panel 

mouldings match those of the major pilasters. The four-l ight transom window is untr immed, but the 

f i ve - l i gh t s idel ights have de l i cate ly shaped and moulded wooden muntins decorated with lead o r n -

aments in the shape of acanthus leaves. The raised panels beneath the s idel ights are framed with 

conforming Federa l - type mou ld ings . The door is composed of f ive hor izontal raised panels surround-

ed by v igorous Tuscan mouldings on its exterior surface. It retains its or ig ina l large label led C a r -

penter ' s b o x - l o c k and its or ig inal rectangular cast iron knocke r . The art i f ic ia l oak g ra in ing p roba -

bly dates from the late 19th century. The or ig ina l mahogany g ra in ing survives beneath the knocker. 

The entire doorway represents a definite retention of the a rcha ic Federal style at a time when pure 

G r e e k Rev iva l mouldings were beg inn ing to come into use. F i ve -pane l doors are unusual and a p -

pear in on ly two other local houses, the Samuel Ely house, c a . 1835 (110 M a i n S t . ) , almost imme-

diate ly next door and the early (south) section of the Henry W . Eastman house, c a . 1830, w h i c h is 

almost opposite at 75 M a i n Street. A l l three may have been built by the same carpenter. A l l three 

are s ign i f icant ly more retarded sty l i st ical ly than, for example , the very G r e e k O . W . Va l en t i ne 

house, ca . 1835-40, wh ich stands opposite at 105 M a i n Street and was almost certa in ly built by 

Thomas W o o d . 

The late 19th century two-storey gab le -ended wing inc ludes a substantial portion of the remaind-

er of the smaller mid-century shed roof w i n g . O n e of the corner boards of the latter surv ives in the 

south facade. 

The bracketed 3-s ided bay window in the south facade dates from about 1880 and is pane l led b e -

neath s i n g l e - g l a z e d , doub le -hung windows. 

B A R N : The center section of the three part barn is the earliest and , as mentioned a b o v e , appears 

to be earlier than the house. The second, or east sect ion, probably dates from W i l l i a m H . Smith ' s 

m id -19th century a l terat ion. Both are similar in their c lapboarded construct ion, a l though the roof 

slope of the east section is eccentr ic and, as the result, the f loor of its loft is h igher than that of 

the center sect ion. The west wing is the newest and dates from about 1880 when the bay w indow 

was bui l t . It differs from the two earl ier sections in that it is sheathed with vert ica l s id ing rather 

than clapboards and is a full two storeys in height to accommodate a p igeon loft. Most of the ear ly 

ladder to this loft surv ives. Un l i ke the two earlier sect ions, the west sect ion was bui lt upon a 

br ick retaining wal l on two sides. 

I N T E R I O R : The ground floor of the main b lock is entirely Federa l . The pr inc ipal mould ing 
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is de f in i te ly Federal in character and similar examples have been found in the W i l l i am M . Va lent ine 

house, c a . 1800, the " M i l l e r ' s H o u s e " , c a . 1800, and in the early 19th century wing of the V a n 

No s t r and - S ta r k i n s house. The panel l ing under the stairs and al l the door and window surrounds 

u t i l i ze the same mouldings. The understair pane l l ing differs from that in other local houses in be -

ing d i v i ded into two sections at cha i r - ra i l he ight . N o n e of the windows are panel led beneath the 

s i l l s . Stepped baseboards appear in the stair hall and the front par lor. These ut i l ize a larger v e r -

s ion of the Federal panel mould ings. A l l the or ig inal first storey doors inc lude five horizontal 

panels wh i ch are trimmed with the same Federal moulding descr ibed above . In the case of the 

front door , the exterior face of wh ich is trimmed with Tuscan mouldings as mentioned above , the 

mould ings of the two surfaces appear to have been made a generat ion apart. This use of mouldings 

suggests strongly that in small v i l l ages the character ist ics of dec l in ing and ar is ing styles were not a l -

ways wel l understood. This observation wi l l be confirmed many times in connect ion with the James 

and W i l l i a m Smith house. The Carpenter lock on the front door has been ment ioned. Most of the 

interior doors retain their box locks of Amer i can manufacture as wel l as their associated hardware. 

The Carpente r - t ype lock in the front parlor was added during the recent restoration and is of 

Amer i can manufacture. 

The g round floor of the main b lock retains its ten inch pine f loor ing except in the back par lor. 

The stepped baseboards in the stair hall and front parlor have been descr ibed. The stairrail is 

cherry wood and the rail itself c i rcu lar in cross - sect ion. The mahogany balusters are square in 

cross sect ion and are p laced d i agona l l y on the treads. The simple cherry newel also is square in cross 

sect ion but vase - shaped ve r t i ca l l y . The button in the newe l - c ap conceals the iron bolt wh i ch 

anchors the newe l . Interestingly there are no curved stairrail segments and al l the bends in the 

rail are s imple mitred joints. There is no corn ice in the ha l lway . The flat surround at the bottom 

of the stair fascia is moulded in the manner of the door surrounds in p lace of the simple bead wh ich 

usua l ly is encountered. The fascia itself is panel led and moulded in the Federal manner a l ready 

descr ibed. This rich stairwell opening contrasts strongly with the primit ive stairrail jo inery. 

The front parlor baseboards are ident ical with those found in the hal l and l ike i t , retains its 

o r i g ina l f l oo r ing . The front parlor mantel is something of a mystery and was extens ively retrimmed 

as the result of a f i re. The Tuscan moulding around the open ing is the or ig ina l as is the Federal 

moulded hor izontal panel above it and the strips of ver t i ca l l y p laced reeds at each s ide. The 

" t r ip le reed " shelf moulding was restored in 1973 from cross-sect ion patterns in the or ig ina l pa int . 

The Do r i c columns and the concave -conve r se panel were dupl icated from the mantel in the 1827 

d in ing room of the Wi l son Wi l l i ams house (see Tour G u i d e 1967 -68 ) . The f irebox is the or ig ina l 

and inc ludes converg ing cheeks with a s l ight ly concave forward s lanting back , all covered with a 

plaster wash . Two examples of early wal lpaper surv ived in the ch imney embrasure. The ear l iest, 

c a . 1830, is or ig ina l to the house and was covered by mid-19th century wal lpaper wh ich presumably 

was insta l led by W i l l i am H . Smith in 1856. 

The rear parlor as a l ready noted was o r i g ina l l y several feet narrower in its east-west d imens ion. 

The locat ion of the or ig ina l west exterior wal l is ind icated by the large beam which separates the 

two ce i l i n g levels. This exterior wal l o r i g i na l l y was replaced by a large 4 " x 12" beam for wh ich 

the present somewhat smaller steel " 1 " beam was substituted during the current restoration (1972-73). 

Unt i l the recent restoration the entrance hal l extended across the back par lor , probably to a rear 

door . The bay w indow, then in the rear ha l l , provided addit ional space in a small chamber. This 

wal l was removed to permit leve l l ing of the framing and has not been rep laced. The back parlor 

mantel is Federal in style and or ig ina l to its present locat ion. It never surrounded a f i rep lace, but 

was intended to be used with a Frank l in stove wh ich ut i l i zed the front parlor f lue. There was no 

hearth and the stove stood upon bare f loor ing on a sheet of t in . 

The back parlor baseboards are simple and capped on ly with a bead mou ld ing . A simple chair 

r a i l , with Federal mould ings , surrounds the room and forms all the windows i l l s . O r i g i n a l l y there 

was a s i x - o v e r - s i x window in the northwest corner wh ich was added when the back parlor was e x -

tended. This window was inserted in the south wall during the current restoration. A l l the back 
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parlor f loor ing was replaced at the same time. The or ig ina l floor inc luded a trap door wh ich 
opened to the root cel lar ladder. 

The upper hall has stepped moulded baseboards two inches shal lower than those seen be low. A l l 

the second storey f looring has su rv ived. The door at the rear of the upper hall is o r i g ina l and i n -

cludes five hor izontal panels. A l l other second and third storey doors are of board-and-bat ten 

construction as they are not v i s ib le from the ground floor ha l l . Mos t second floor door and window 

surrounds ut i l i ze Tuscan mouldings and incised pane l led window si l ls in the G reek Rev iva l manner. 

These are contemporary with the or ig ina l house and conform with the exterior front door mould ings . 

The front chamber firebox is s imilar to that in the parlor below and l ike it has a lways had a 

brick hearth. The mantel is late Federal and ut i l i zes del icate Tuscan mouldings s imilar to those 

employed in the shutter panels. Early wal lpaper surv ived in the chimney embrasure of this room 

also and in this case it dated from c a . 1875. 

The rear chamber is a small room which retains its mantel. The latter is similar to that in the 

front chamber but less r ich ly tr immed. A s in the case of the back parlor be low, this mantel was i n -

tended to surround a Frankl in stove which opened to the front chamber f i replace f lue. In this room, 

a l so , the stove stood upon the bare floor boards and not upon a hearth. The rear chamber inc ludes 

its or ig ina l row of storage cupboards and closets, al l hav ing Tuscan-moulded door surrounds. A l l 

retain their or ig ina l hardware as does the chamber door itself and all are l ined with de l i ca te ly 

beaded hor izonta l ly p laced white pine boards. The closet has a row of early cut nai l s for use as 

clothes hangers. The rear chamber retains its f looring and has simple beaded baseboards as found 

in the back parlor be low. The window surround matches the others on this floor but does not inc lude 

an inc i sed, panel led windows! 11. 

Most local secondary bedchambers of this per iod were unheated. The presence of a stove and 

cupboards as well as an excel lent north light suggests it may have been intended to serve as the 

workroom of James Smith, a ta i lor . 

At the end of the upper stairhall beyond the f i ve -pane l l ed door is a very small rear ha l l , the 

north wall of wh ich is sheathed with hor izonta l ly p laced beaded pane l l ing wh ich ac tua l l y repres-

ents the back wal l of the rear chamber cupboards. A row of early clothes hooks survives in this 

wal I. 

There is a steep stairway to the garret which crosses in front of a s ingle s i x - o ve r - s i x w indow 

faced with Tuscan mouldings. The stairrail is terminated by a simple flat tapering newel and a 

p la in stairrail without balusters. 

The attic is d iv ided into a hall and two small chambers al l of wh ich o r i g ina l l y were plastered 

and intended to be used as bedrooms. The north chamber is the largest and inc ludes the ch imney . 

Both chambers retain horizontal battens near the windows with hooks for hang ing c lothes. Both 

chambers retain their board-and-batten doors and or ig ina l No r f o l k latches, of the style of about 

1830. The door and window surrounds all are simple boarding as are the baseboards. The o r i g ina l 

f loor ing has surv ived. Dur ing the current restoration a doorway was cut from the attic ha l lway into 

the attic of the kitchen wing to provide access to a large storage area. The shingle roof of the o r -

ig inal house may be seen by entering this area. 

At the end of the second storey back stair hall there is a four -panel ogee moulded door wh ich 

opens to the stairway of the kitchen w ing . O r i g i n a l l y this space was a large hall chamber with a 

c losed-tread stairway leading down to the k i tchen. Dur ing the current restoration the bedroom po r -

tion of this space was wal led off and d iv ided into two bathrooms. This required the insertion of a 
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new s i x - o ve r - s i x window in the south wa l l . Dur ing the stripping necessary for this a lterat ion it 

was observed that the studs of the or ig ina l west wal l of the main b lock retained the early nai l holes 

of the or ig ina l c lapboards. This observation established that the mid -19th century shed roof wing 

cou ld not have been or ig ina l to the house. In add i t i on , the or ig ina l northeast corner post of the 

shed roof wing also was exposed and had been added to , and was not a part o f , the or ig ina l fram-

i n g . This feature also confirms that the shed roof wing was a later add i t i on , probably by W i l l i am 

H . Smith in 1856. The late 19th century north and south roof plates of this wing surv ive and were 

exposed. 

The wa l l at the rear of this ha l lway represents the west end of the shed roof w i n g . The p la in ly 

tr immed bedroom beyond was created when the gab l e - ended wing of the late 19th century was 

bu i l t . 

The stairway descends from the upper hall of the k i tchen wing to the k itchen through a four-

panel ogee moulded door like al l the doors in the k i tchen w ing . The k itchen itself retains its 

o r ig ina l appearance. The stair wal l is wainscotted as is the dado wh ich surrounds the remainder 

of the room. The k i tchen f loor ing was replaced during the recent restoration. The th ree- sect ion, 

ogee moulded cupboard is or ig ina l to the house and may date back to the shed-roof k i tchen wing of 

1856. The or ig inal four-panel ogee moulded (later g l a zed ) door wh i ch o r i g ina l l y led to the back 

porch surv ives . This porch itself was enclosed many years ago to serve as a uti l ity room. 

R E S T O R A T I O N : The aim of the recent project ( 1972 -73 ) was to restore the appearance of the main 

b l ock of the house to the way it looked about 1856, at the time W i l l i am Smith bought it and added 

his l a t t i ce -co lumned verandah. The project started during the spring of 1972 with G u y Ladd Frost, 

A I A , as the architect and Adam V . Brandt as the carpenter. O n this basis, the bracketed extended 

eaves added at the same time were reta ined. Cons iderat ion was g i ven to the restoration of the o r -

i g i na l house c i rca 1835 with its small stoop and cropped eaves. The more conservat ive course was 

cho sen , because it wou ld damage the fabric of the ex ist ing house only min imal ly ; would once 

aga i n expose to v iew the superb Federal doorway; and would retain the mid-19th century o ve r -

hang i ng eaves with the protection to the early s id ing they prov ide. 

The k i tchen w i n g , however , was another matter. At the beg inn ing of the restoration p lanning 

it was felt that late in the 19th century the present k i tchen wing was standing concurrent ly with 

the la t t i ce -co lumned verandah. This op in ion is now open to quest ion. However , the present k i t -

chen w ing has been standing for approximately three-fourths of a century and has a qua l i ty of its 

own . In add i t ion, whi le it includes much of the mid -19th century shed roof w i n g , it would not 

have been possible to restore the latter without a great deal of demol i t ion and guess work . In a d -

d i t i on , the exist ing k i tchen wing provides badly needed space and it was dec ided to retain it. 

O t h e r than the above the restoration was limited to the replacement of deteriorated fabr ic . The 

rubble foundation was in very poor repair and had caused the house to settle bad l y , to the extent 

that the front and back parlor floors resembled inverted " U ' s " . The rotted si l ls and main floor joists 

were repai red and the house was jacked up to leve l . Dur ing this procedure an Engl ish penny , dated 

1808 , was found atop the north s i l l . Apparent ly it had been p laced there by the carpenter who 

built the house. O n c e the house had been made leve l , the rubble foundation was removed and a 

concrete foundation excavated and poured below grade and the rubble foundation then replaced 

above it. A s the result of sag and rot the back parlor and kitchen floors had deteriorated badly 

and were rep laced. Sa l vagab le early f looring was saved for patching e l sewhere. The badly deter-

iorated central ch imney , wh ich no longer extended through the roof , was rebuilt and provided 

suff ic ient flue space to make three of the four or ig ina l f i replaces operab le. A s mentioned above , 

the large four by twelve beam wh ich marked the location of the or ig ina l west exterior wal l was re -

moved and replaced with a smaller steel g i rder. The side wal l of the or ig ina l back hall was re -

moved dur ing the jack ing arrangement and was not replaced simply because the hall had been so 
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much altered and the space so much improved by its absence. 

Other than the above little was done except refurbishing. A few later doors were replaced and 

two later c losets, in the front parlor and front bedchamber, removed. A n entry was cut from the 

attic of the main b lock to the attic of the w ing . Central heat ing and complete plumbing were i n -

stal led in the house for the first time and two bathrooms were constructed on the second floor of the 

k i tchen w ing . 

The barn, most of wh ich never had a foundation of any sort, s imilarly was re - s i l l ed , jacked up 

and a foundat ion, in this instance concrete, prov ided. Rotted clapboards and framing were re -

p laced and the roof scheduled to be resh ingled. The sheathing of the interior wal l separating the 

center and east sections of the barn was removed to permit jack ing and as a source of ear ly lumber 

for rebui ld ing the doors. This sheathing is scheduled for replacement. The doors of the east barn 

section had been extens ive ly altered during the early 20th century to permit its use as a ga rage . 

These were restored to their or ig ina l appearance but no longer can be opened. A modern overhead 

garage door was inserted into the east wal l of the east section to limit the extent of the dr iveway 

pav i n g . The stairway to the west loft was restored to its o r ig ina l length and a new stairway insta l -

led in the center sect ion. 

The barn apparently had never been painted and , at the time of wr i t i ng , a solution for this p rob -

lem has not been formulated. Possibly all the sheathing wi l l be dressed with wood preservative and 

the new clapboards stained to match the o ld. 

Most of the barn hardware has surv ived. M i s s ing or later hinges were replaced with reproduc-

tions carefu l ly made to match the surv iv ing hardware on each pair of doors. They provide an inter-

esting demonstration of chang ing styles in blacksmithing dur ing the 19th century. 

Dur ing the restoration of the house and barn a number of artifacts were found. The 1808 Eng -

lish penny has already been mentioned. A mid-19th century iron padlock in work ing cond i t ion and 

a large fragment of a whee l -cut wine glass made in Pittsburgh or W h e e l i n g , c a . 1830, were e x -

cavated in the barn. Perhaps the most interesting item was a pair of early 19th century s i lver spec -

tacle frames with extendable bows wh ich almost certa in ly be longed to Cap t . James Smith. 

Dur ing the restoration the major rubble retaining wa l l , to the south and west of the house, was 

taken down and rebuilt several feet further from the house. It is felt that by so do i ng , dra inage 

wi l l be improved and future rot hazard e l iminated. 

First floor Federal door surround - Second floor G r e e k rev iva l door surround 

J A M E S & W I L L I A M S M I T H H O U S E 
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E P E N E T U S O A K L E Y H O U S E , 1835 

East e levat ion 
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E P E N E T U S O A K L E Y H O U S E 

(Oak l e y - F ie ld - Bogart House) 

76 M a i n Street, Ros lyn, N e w Yo rk 

(Residence of M r . and Mr s . Todd Fischer) 

At the Gene ra l Mee t i ng of the Town of No r th Hempstead in A p r i l , 1679, a "hundred ake r s " of 

land on the west side of the harbor was granted to Thomas W i l l i s , in whose family it descended for 

some time. In 1743, John Pine established a farm on the W i l l i s tract, bu i ld ing the house north of 

the head of M a i n Street wh ich remains as the Wash ington Mano r Restaurant. A later occupant of the 

house and property was Hendr ick Onde rdonk , who , accord ing to Francis S k i l lman , owned al l of the 

land on the west side of M a i n Street as far south as the south boundary of N o . 110. It was not until 

the 1830*s that this segment of the W i l l i s tract, then owned by John W i l l i s , one of the operators of 

the Grist M i l l , was improved and deve loped. W i l l i s straightened and widened M a i n Street from its 

northern end to at least the south line of N o . 110, then known as " c ider mil l h o l l o w " , and , in 1835 

began to sell bu i ld ing lots carved from his h i l l s ide property, convey ing the land upon wh ich N o . 76 

and N o . 72 now stand to Epenetus O a k l e y , a whee lwr ight , who built the or ig ina l section of the 

house now N o . 76 . (Queens Coun t y , Liber T . T . of Deeds , p . 2 7 4 , 1 M a y 1835). O n the same day 

in M a y , W i l l i s transferred at least two other M a i n Street bu i ld ing lots, with a third fo l lowing in the 

next year . 

D r . Furman F ie ld , a local phy s i c i an , purchased the house and lot in 1855 from Henry W . East-

man, (Queens C o . Liber 131 of Deeds , p. 346 ) who l ived across the street at N o . 75 . It is not 

known when Eastman acquired the p l ace , or how long he held it. Furman F ie ld ' s family occup ied 

the house for nearly thirty years , although D r . F ie ld himself had to be admitted to the Ut i ca Insane 

Asy lum in 1877, " f i nanc ia l reverses" said to have been responsible for his troubles. F ie ld d ied b e -

fore the end of 1878. 

In August of 1882, Mr s . F ie ld was making repairs to the house (Roslyn N e w s , 8 August 1882) , 

and in 1884 she sold it to Dan ie l Bogart, who had operated a general store in the v i l l a ge and had 

been instrumental in founding the Roslyn Sav ings Bank. Bogart was also i nvo l ved in the ear ly 

stages of p lann ing for the establishment of the Roslyn Presbyterian Chu r ch , act ing as first C l e r k of 

the Presbyterian Assoc iat ion from September 1850. In February 1884 Bogart contracted with Stephen 

Speed l ing , then the foremost carpenter-bui lder in Ros lyn, to make an addit ion onto the south side of 

the house. Early in Apr i l the Roslyn N e w s commented that "the carpenters have quite transformed 

the res idence. . .the improvement is no t i c eab l e " . . It is l ike ly that Bogart intended the new wing to 

be an apartment for h imself, enabl ing him to rent the remainder of the house to a tenant, be ing 64 

years old at the time he purchased the bui ld ing from M r s . F ie ld . The wing probably was not quite 

f inished in A p r i l , as two more items appeared about its improvement: on June 28 " M r . Dan ie l 

Bogart 's new house begins to wear a new f inished l o o k " , and on Ju l y 5 , " M r . Dan ie l Bogart has 

moved out of the o ld house into the n e w " . (A private survey made for Bogart, dated 5 J u n e , 1884 

shows the dimensions of the south w ing ) . A t about the same t ime, in 1884, John McPhe r s on , a 

butcher, moved into 76 M a i n Street as a tenant. 

Danie l Bogart d ied in 1896, and in August 1899 O s c a r Seaman, proprietor of the Roslyn Hote l , 

purchased the house and property from Bogart 's heirs. In December , 1899, Seaman sold the southerly 

portion of the property, conta in ing the dwel l ing house, to Walter F. Weeks reserv ing the northern 

portion of the lot conta in ing the barn, for his own use. (Unregistered handwritten agreement, 

Donaldson Co l l e c t i on of Local History, Bryant L ibrary). 

Walter Weeks took title to the house on January 10, 1900 (Nassau Co . , Liber 8 of Deeds , p . 47 ) . 

and on January 14 Stephen Speedl ing and his apprentices began work ing on it once a g a i n , cont inu ing 

the job in several periods until m id - June , when Speedl ing marked its complet ion in his journal. 

Dur ing this same per iod, Speed l ing ' s journal indicates that work was being done for O s c a r Seaman, 

probably on the house he was bu i ld ing on the reserved lot north of the one sold to Weeks ( N o . 72) . 
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o n the fourth of February, 1900, Wa l te r Weeks was married to Susey , Stephen Speed l i ng ' s daughter, 

and the coup le l ived in the house at 76 M a i n Street for the rest of their l ives, (1950). For the two 

decades fo l lowing the end of the Weeks ' ownersh ip, the house was owned success ive ly by the Ju l i sk i s 

and the Brugnonis . In A p r i l , 1972, it was acqu i red by M r . and M r s . Todd F i scher, the present 

owners . 

E X T E R I O R : The Epenetus O a k l e y house is a 1 - 1 / 2 storey g ab l e - ended , s i de -ha l l structure, three 

bays wide by two bays deep, with its roof r idge paral le l to the road. The house has a rubble found-

at ion to the g rade, with br ick laid in common bond from the grade to the s i l l s . A l o n g the pr inc ipa l 

(east) front this br ick foundation wal l is almost three feet in height and , if o r i g ina l l y exposed as 

seems l i k e l y , is suggest ive of the h igh podium character ist ic of G r eek Rev iva l houses even though 

the exter ior of this one is not strongly c lass ica l in f lavor . The rubble wa l led root cel lar is c on t i n -

uous on ly at the south and east exterior foundat ion wal l s and includes an ear ly wooden food storage 

c lo set . The exterior rubb le -wa l l ed ce l la r entry and the base of the central ch imney both remain in 

their o r i g ina l location; the entry in the south foundation wal l and the ch imney base atop the west 

root ce l la r wa l l . Both stairway and ch imney have been extens ive ly rebui l t . 

The main b lock of the house retains its or ig inal sh ing les , hav ing ten inch exposures on al l e x -

terior wa l l s except the west. The latter o r i g i na l l y was c l apboarded, the bead -edged clapboards 

hav ing nine inch exposures. These may still be seen a long the northern end of the west wal l wh i ch 

is not c oncea l ed behind the w ing . Use of bead -edged c lapboards usual ly is cons idered to have died 

out very ear ly in the 19th century and these probably were used in the least important facade because 

they were inexpens ive at the time the house was bui l t . It can be conjectured that o r i g ina l l y a v e r -

andah extended across the west front of the house. Use of different sheathing under early porch roofs 

was commonly pract iced in the early 19th century as in the case of the 1827 addit ion to the Wi l son 

W i l l i ams House (150 M a i n Street). Howeve r , in this instance the grade Is so h igh in relation to the 

s i l l s it is un l i ke l y there ever was a verandah in this locat ion. The west wal l c lapboards are separated 

from the sh ing led north wal l by the or ig ina l six inch wide p la in cornerboard. Presumably the junction 

with the south facade, now concea led behind a later w i n g , was del ineated in the same w a y . The 

two remain ing corners, i . e . the north and south-east, do not have cornerboardsas might be expected 

in a sh ing led house. The entire foundation is capped by a p la in water tab le , the outer face of wh ich 

is f lush with the lowest course of sh ing les . It has long been assumed that the Epenetus O a k l e y House 

o r i g i n a l l y was c lapboarded and sh ing led later and this conjecture is supported by the surv iv ing c l a p -

board ing of the west facade; by the fact that the water table does not project beyond the sh ing l ing ; 

and because it has a lways been assumed that the frieze in wh ich the " e y e b r o w " windows are inserted 

had been sh ing led over . Notwi ths tand ing these very v a l i d observat ions, the north and south g a b l e -

f ie ld structures can be readi ly examined In the attic and wh i le shingles and sh ing le lathe are eas i ly 

percept ib le there is no ev idence whatever of surv iv ing c lapboards. A s usual in Roslyn houses of 

this per iod the attic framing does not inc lude a r idge-t imber a l though the roof structure is strength-

ened by the presence of three or four purl ins (roof sh ingle lath) na i led side by side on each slope of 

the r i d ge . 

Mos t of the windows of the or ig ina l house are the usual s i x - o ve r - s i x with p la in surrounds and 

capped by p la in drip boards. O r i g i n a l l y they were f lanked by two-panel shutters, trimmed with fine 

Tuscan mou ld ing s , of wh ich on ly two pairs have surv ived. The cel lar w indow in the east facade 

ut i l i ze s e i gh t - l i g h t g l a z i n g , wh ich is not uncommon in local masonry-surrounded window openings 

( O . W . Va l en t i ne House, 105 M a i n Street and Methodist Parsonage, 180 M a i n Street). For the usual 

symmetr ical effect one wou ld expect two windows in the east foundation wall but the root ce l lar 

does not extend suff ic ient ly far to the north to permit this. However , this w indow (34 " ) is wider 

than the first floor window above it ( 30 " ) to g i ve it a greater degree of prominence. In any case 

this s ing le cel lar window probably was f lanked by pane l led shutters before the present verandah was 

bu i l t . The three- l ight clerestory ( " e y e b r o w " ) windows in the east facade are set in the sh ing led wall 

a n d , as prev ious ly ment ioned, have never been del ineated by a formal f r ieze . These " eyeb row" 
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windows, i nc identa l l y , raise upward into pockets and do not sl ide s ideways as they do in s l ight ly 

later houses. The two -ove r - two dormer windows above the clerestory windows are later and prob-

ably date from 1884 when the present two-storey south wing was built and the main b lock eaves 

extended and bracketed. Presumably the east verandah with its turned posts, cha let r a i l , and 

shaped brackets was constructed at the same time and replaced a smaller porch. Possibly the th ree -

s ided, sh ing led bay window in the north wall of the house was instal led at the same t ime. The trim 

of the present front doorway is very simple but differs from the p la in exter ior w indow surrounds in 

being trimmed with the fine Tuscan moulding used frequently in the interior of the house. It i n -

cludes neither transom window nor s idel ights. The door , however , is later and dates from the late 

19th century. 

The present two-s torey , two -bay square, g ab l e - ended wing at the south end of the house was 

built in 1884 by Stephen Speedl ing for Dan ie l Bogart. It has no cel lar but rests upon a br ick f ound -

ation wh ich is not protected by a watertable. Howeve r , s ince the sh ing led wa l l s , hav ing s ix inch 

exposures, project substantial ly beyond the foundation f ace , adequate drip protection is p rov ided. 

The present wing replaces (possibly incorporat ing some elements of) an earl ier one-storey k i tchen 

w ing wh ich stood upon the same site. This early wing is ind icated on the Beers -Comstock M a p 

(1873). The present wing has s i x -ove r - s i x windows matching those in the main b l o c k , extended 

eaves with simple curv i l inear sawn brackets, and a matching front door wh i ch matches the door at 

the front entrance, opening to its own uti l i ty porch. A s mentioned above most of these a r ch i t ec -

tural detai ls were app l ied to the main b lock in 1884 when the wing was constructed. In a further 

effort to ach ieve harmony with the main b lock the east slopes of the main and wing roofs are c on t i n -

uous a l though the wing ridge is s l ight ly lower. 

There is a small addit ion at the south end of the wing wh ich has a very flat g ab l e - ended roof and. 

a br ick foundat ion. It is understood that an or ig ina l rubble foundation here was later rep laced by 

the br ick foundation wa l l . It probably dates from Stephen Speed l ing ' sear l y 20th century project. 

There are two addit ional pent-roof wings a long the west faces of the w ing and the main b l o ck . Both 

of these are built upon concrete foundations and date from later in the present century . There is a 

large gab le -ended dormer window built into the west roof slope of the main b lock wh ich cont inues 

the or ig ina l west facade upward to full two-storey he ight . This is neatly constructed, sheathed with 

shingles hav ing six inch exposures, and trimmed with cornerboards. It probably dates from Stephen 

Speed l i ng ' s 20th century alteration for Walter Weeks . 

B A R N : It has been previous ly mentioned that the present barn is not the or ig ina l wh i ch was sold at 

the time the O s c a r Seaman house next door (72 M a i n Street) was built in 1901 . The present t w o -

section barn probably dates from that year and is sheathed with vert ica l board s id ing wh i ch never 

u t i l i zed battens and which resembles the last (west) sect ion of the barn of the James and W i l l i a m 

Smith house (106 M a i n Street), wh ich probably was built a few years ear l ier . The steep gab l e - ended 

roof has its r idge p laced at right ang les to the road. Each of the two barn sections is entered through 

large, pa i red, s l id ing doors. The east pair has been rebuilt but retains its o r ig ina l hardware. The 

west pair of doors may be o r i g i na l . 

I N T E R I O R : The house retains its nine to ten inch pine f loor ing throughout the interior of al l the 

early part of the house, much of wh ich was stripped of later f loor ing and restored by the current 

owners. A s in the case of most Roslyn houses of the second quarter of the 19th century the interior 

is s ty l i s t ica l ly most ambitious in the v i c i n i t y of the entrance and the architectural detai l s become 

increas ing ly s impl i f ied as one proceeds further w i th in . The doorway to the parlor from the hal l has 

a stepped surround trimmed with fine Tuscan mouldings even though the front door surround is not 

stepped. The hall w indow surround is stepped and moulded, but none of the windows are pane l led 

beneath the s i l l s . The doorway to the d in ing room from the hall is s imi lar ly moulded with the fine 

Tuscan mouldings wh ich seem to be universal throughout the house, but, un l ike the parlor doo rway , 

it is not stepped. Both parlor and d in ing room doorways inc lude 2-1/2 panel doors whose mouldings 
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match those of their surrounds. A s mentioned above , the or ig inal front door is missing but its late 

19th century replacement retains the or ig ina l Carpenter lock imported from England wh ich bears the 

exc i se stamp of W i l l i am IV ( 1830 -1837 ) , as does the door which enters the parlor. The entrance hal l 

baseboards are stepped and capped with a very simple cyma moulding as are the parlor baseboards. 

The stairway is panel led beneath and the panels trimmed with the same characterist ic f ine Tuscan 

mou ld ing s . Unu sua l l y , the same moulding is used beneath the stair-treads in place of a convent ional 

cove mou ld ing . 

The mahogany newel post is the same turned late Sheraton type usual ly employed in Roslyn du r -

ing the second quarter of the 19th century but has a slender and more refined character than most of 

the others. The mahogany stair ra i l ing is c i rcular in cross section and the balusters are simple taper-

ing mahogany rods. At the rear of the hal l and traversing it trom north to south, there is an exposed 

ce i l i n g beam beaded at both lower corners. This is a structural member wh ich continues the bearing 

wa l l between the l iv ing room and parlor and supports the east-west or iented second storey floor joists. 

The beaded cel lar entry is located under the stairway and has a simple board-and-bat ten door. 

The doorway to the 1884 wing is trimmed with the same fine Tuscan mouldings found elsewhere and 

probably is the doorway to the or ig ina l s ingle storey k i tchen w ing wh ich was ind icated on the Beers-

Comstock At las . The door to the later wing is a two-pane l board-and-bat ten door , in the Dutch 

manner , trimmed with the same fine Tuscan mouldings and bears the marks of ear ly strap h inges. A n 

ident ica l door survives in the 1884 wing to provide access to the present k i t chen, part of wh ich is in 

the or ig ina l house and part of wh ich dates from the 20th century. Because of their heavy construc-

t ion and ut i l i zat ion of strap hinges these doors may represent the exterior doors of the or ig ina l k itchen 

w i n g . An identical two-panel board-and-bat ten door was recently exposed in the west end of the 

lower hall and provided access to a small room wh ich was the k itchen or larder of the or ig ina l house. 

A s imilar two-pane l board-and-bat ten door survives in the late 18th century wing of the V a n 

Nos t rand -S ta rk i n s house (221 M a i n Street) and similar but no longer surv iv ing doors were found in 

the demol i shed " M i l l e r ' s House" (circa 1800) on O l d Northern Boulevard. 

The parlor door and window surrounds are not stepped, but otherwise recapitulate those in the 

entrance hal l as do the parlor baseboards, a l though the parlor window mouldings are later copies. 

The late Federal mantel is entirely appropriate and was cop ied recently from the rear parlor mantel 

of the James and W i l l i am Smith house to replace a no longer exist ing mantel wh ich was discarded 

when the f i replace was br icked up early in the 20th century. Unfortunate ch imney repairs made at 

that t ime, or subsequently, reduced the flue size and necessitated reduction of the f irebox opening 

when the f ireplace recently was made operable. O r i g i n a l l y there was a small parlor stove or F rank -

lin stove in the d in ing room which also funct ioned through this f lue. 

The double doorway between the parlor and d in ing room has the same surround as that enter ing 

the d in ing room from the hall and , l ike it, is not stepped. The doorstop beads of this double door -

way are much coarser than those found elsewhere in the house but the doorway is structurally correct 

and in per iod with the house. The d in ing room cha i r - ra i l is a later insertion. The d in ing room base-

boards are not stepped. The three-s ided angular bay window at the north end of the dining room 

dates from the late 19th century and is l ined with the narrow wainscot ing of that era. The central 

s i x - o v e r - s i x window is the or ig inal from this site reused in the bay w indow. 

The ground floor of the 1884 wing is, as a lready ment ioned, on the site of the ear l ie rone-s torey 

k i tchen w i n g . The chimney wh ich survives in the present room may include elements of the early 

k i tchen ch imney . The s i x - ove r - s i x windows appear to be earlier than the present wing and possibly 

were taken from the or ig inal w i n g . The s ingle storey profile of the early k itchen wing is established 

by the out l ine of a w indow, now f i l led i n , on the stairwall at the second storey leve l . 
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O r i g i n a l l y the upper stair hall u t i l i zed the same floor plan as the lower and the rail surrounded 

the sta i rwel l . The hall has been shortened at its east end and a portion of the stairrail surrounding 

the stairwell removed to enlarge the dimensions of the present southeast chamber. This a l terat ion, 

to accomodate the needs of the growing family of the previous owner , was accompl i shed only a 

year or two before the present owners bought the house. The removed section of stairrail and 

associated balusters have been reused in the Jacob Kirby Cottage (221 A M a i n Street). The low 

first floor ce i l ing height has made possible a shorter sta i rway, wh ich provides addit ional space on 

the floor above . 

Like the lower f loor, the second storey retains its or ig inal f loor ing and baseboards wh i ch , in this 

ca se , are simple wood skirtings hav ing standard inverted Tuscan moulded caps. Unusua l l y , there is 

a col lateral north-south ha l lway . This hall inc ludes a curved west wal l des igned for c o n v e n i e n c e in 

a narrow passage. A similar wall survives in the Warren W i l key House (190 M a i n Street) k i tchen. 

There are four small chambers in the main b l o ck , all hav ing s loping ce i l ings and all o f w h i c h r e -

tain their simple board-and-batten doors with fine 1/8 inch beaded edges and their or ig ina l N o r f o l k 

latches and simple untrimmed surrounds. The southwest chamber is now used as a bath and storeroom 

The doorway to the southeast chamber was relocated when the hall was reduced in size as a l ready 

ment ioned. The " e yeb row " windows survive in the two east chambers. The dormer windows above 

them date from the 1884 alterat ion. The " e yeb row " windows are decorated with simple hor izontal 

panels be low, and , as previously mentioned, open by s l id ing upward. The northeast and northwest 

chambers retain a group of or ig inal b a c k - t o - back closets, two in the northwest and one in the north-

east chambers. These have de l i cate ly beaded board-and-batten doors, the small brass knobs of 

wh ich appear to be o r i g i na l . The closets are l ined with the same beaded edge , vert ical boarding as 

are the similar second storey closets in the James and W i l l i am Smith house. The rear wal l boarding 

is, of course, common to the closets in both chambers. The ogee -mou lded trim extending above the 

closets in the northwest chamber probably was appl ied later in the 19th century when the s loping 

ce i l i n g of this room was raised by the insertion of the large dormer w indow. The or ig ina l low point 

of the ce i l ing height can be identif ied by the survival of the roof plate which projects into the room 

The master bedroom at the extreme south end of the house occup ies the upper storey of the 1884 

w i n g . 

E P I L O G U E : The present owners bought the house late in Apr i l 1972. At that time the house was 

sound structurally but had been much altered, as in the case of the modif ied ch imney and reduced 

stairrail a lready mentioned. Some of the changes , as the 1884 verandah and w i n g , represent the 

normal domestic evolut ion of the house and should be retained. Some of the others, as mentioned 

above , should not have taken p lace but would be so diff icult to correct that efforts to do so would 

be unfeas ib le. Based on this very sound ph i lo sophy, the present owners are attempting to correct 

as many of the undesirable alterations as possible and , at the same t ime,are endeavor ing to ach ieve 

as v i sua l ly pleasant and harmonious domestic fabric as poss ible. O n this basis they have painted 

the exterior of the house and have replaced the missing parlor mantel with an arch i tectura l ly app ro -

priate one wh ich was careful ly scaled to conform to the diminished f i replace opening wh ich had 

been reduced to ach ieve an adequate draft. They also have removed all the later hardwood f l oo r -

ing to expose the early pine f looring beneath. In addit ion they have removed the lath and plaster 

at the west end of the early hall to expose early sheathing and an or ig ina l board -and-bat ten door . 

They have instal led a new ce i l i ng and new wal l s , restoring the smooth plaster finish appropriate to 

the or ig ina l house. In addit ion to the forego ing, the new owners have enr iched the house with an 

imposing group of early furniture and decorat ive objects with the very grat i fy ing result that it is 

n o w , for the first time in many years, a s ignif icant asset in the Roslyn historic community. 



O r i g i n a l P R E S B Y T E R I A N C H U R C H , 1851 

West e levat ion 
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R O S L Y N P R E S B Y T E R I A N C H U R C H 

The O r i g i n a l Roslyn Presbyterian Chu rch 

35 East Broadway, Ros lyn, N e w Yo r k 

Residence of M r . and M r s . R ichard D . Ponemon 

H I S T O R I C A L B A C K G R O U N D : There was no Presbyterian congregat ion in Roslyn until 1849, when 

at the inst igation of M r s . James W . Losee, steps were taken to form one. O n Oc tobe r 2 6 , 1849 , 

the Reverend Frankl in Me r r i l l , who was in charge of a Presbyterian church in a town about ten 

miles distant, gave the first sermon at the Locust H i l l A c a d e m y , ( 1 1 0 M a i n Street), lent for the pu r -

pose by Henry W . Eastman, who was then conduct ing a school there. Reverend G r a v e s , the C o n -

gregat ional minister from Hempstead, shared the ministerial responsibi l i t ies until 1850, when M e r -

ri l l became the sole pastor. 

There was no formal o rgan izat ion until January 24 , 1850 when , at a Thursday even ing se r v i ce , 

the gather ing formed itself into the Roslyn Presbyterian A s soc ia t i on , and elected its first trustees: 

James Losee, Stephen A . Ketcham, James W . Smith (James & Wi l l i am Smith House , 106 M a i n 

Street, Tour G u i d e 1973 -74 ) , Joseph J . Hegeman and Frankl in M e r r i l l . O n August 2 , 1850 , 

Dan ie l Bogart, who later owned the Epenetus O a k l e y House ( O a k l e y - F i e l d - B o g a r t , N o . 76 M a i n 

Street, Tour G u i d e 1973 -74 ) , was appointed C le rk of the Assoc iat ion (Roslyn Plain Dea l e r , 9 

August 1850). 

The small As soc ia t ion cont inued to meet at the Academy and e l sewhere, but plans for bu i ld ing 

their own church were a lready being formulated. Subscriptions were taken up for the purpose of 

bu i l d i ng , but they were resolved not to begin actual procedures until $1000 had been co l l ec ted . 

The mark was reached in Ju ly of 1850. (Manuscr ipt Records, Roslyn Presbyterian Chu r ch . M a d e 

ava i l ab le by the Rev. Stark Jones , Pastor). 

O n August 2 , a committee consist ing of Dan ie l Hegeman, James Losee and Frankl in Mer r i l l was 

appointed to consider the bui ld ing of the church (Roslyn Plain Dea l e r , 9 August 1850). They w o r k -

ed q u i c k l y , and eight days later submitted their report to the A s soc ia t i on . They recommended a 

structure 34 feet in width and 40 feet long, 18 feet from the si l ls to the top of the outer wa l l s . The 

cost of framing and enclos ing the bu i ld ing , insta l l ing the doors and window sash, lay ing the floors 

and pa int ing , was estimated between $950 and $1000 . (Report of the Bui ld ing Commit tee, 10 A u g -

ust 1850). 

About this t ime, during the summer of 1850, a serious disagreement arose within the A s soc i a t i on 

over the specif ics of bui ld ing operations. O n e side was ref lected in a letter to the editor of the 

Roslyn Plain Dea l e r , printed on August 30th, in which the wr iter, who s igned himself " O n e of the 

Cont r ibutor s " , expressed a dec ided wish to have the speci f icat ions advertised in v i l l a g e , county 

and N e w York C i t y newspapers, and to invite prospective architects or contractors to make propos-

als for carry ing out the construct ion. " I take it for granted, he wrote, that the usual and , I might 

s ay , almost invar iab le mode of erect ing publ ic bu i ld ings - whether they are for re l ig ious or c i v i l 

purposes - wil l certa in ly not be departed from in this c a se . . . " 

The church records themselves offer some exp lanat ion of the problem, wh ich is recorded as the 

"d i sa f fect ion " of several of the first families i nvo l ved with the church organ izat ion during the 

summer of 1850. Apparent ly the trustees had refused to accede to the ultimatum of " one dominee r -

ing r ich man" (unidentif ied) who wanted to award the bu i ld ing contract to a professional architect 

who would design and supervise the project, prov id ing the materials and the craftsmen himself . The 

others thought that it would be wiser (especial ly economica l l y ) to employ " a trustworthy carpenter " 

(possibly Thomas Wood (Wilson Wi l l i ams House, 150 M a i n St. , Tour Gu ide s 1967/68 ) , who is known 

to have built the Methodist parsonage, 180 M a i n Street, in 1843, and to whom a number of Roslyn 

bu i ld ings of this period have been attributed on stylistic grounds). The carpenter would work by the 
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d a y , with the a id of volunteer labor by the members of the A s soc i a t i on , neighbors and friends. 

A c c o r d i n g to this method, materials would be prov ided by the A s soc ia t i on . 

Because of the firmness of the trustees on the issue, the protester, a long with several of his fam-

i l y , withdrew from the A s soc i a t i on , thereby creating still another d i f f i cu l ty . O n e of the members 

of his fami ly had promised to donate the land for the church bu i ld ing " w h i c h later had to be bought 

and graded for two hundred do l l a r s " . (Manuscr ipt Records, Roslyn Presbyterian Church ) . The 

church was located on a sixty by one hundred foot lot of land on the west side of East Broadway, 

purchased from John R. S chenck . (The transfer of land, though obv ious ly settled long before, was 

recorded 17 October 1853. Referred to in Queens County Liber 113 of Deeds , pg . 7 7 , 22 D e c e m -

ber 1853). 

The matter of the bu i ld ing contract sett led, work was begun during the fall with the d i gg ing of 

the foundat ion , but once aga i n trouble intervened. The timber wh ich had been ordered for the 

framing was delayed in shipment and was not rece ived until winter had begun. Disappointment for 

the Presbyterians soon became annoyance for the community , expressed by the Roslyn Pla in Dea le r ' s 

editor ia l on September 13, " W e are frequently asked what is doing about that Presbyterian Chu rch . 

W i l l somebody please inform us what is the matter, and why the work is not proceeded w i t h ? De l ay 

is worse than use les s . " 

Late in January of 1851, the A s soc i a t i on , presumably to be closer to their bu i ld ing s ite, remov-

ed their meeting place from the Academy to a room offered them by M r . P i n kney , ( D e G r a u w , 1859), 

in " P i n k n e y H a l l " on the west side of East Broadway, south of the church si te. (Mun se l I , W . W . & 

C o . , History of Queens C o u n t y , N . Y . 1882, pg . 427: V a n Zan ten , The Rev . J . W . , "The O n e 

Hundredth Ann iver sary of the Roslyn Presbyterian C h u r c h " 1951). 

O n M a r c h 12, 1851, with appropriate ceremony, the cornerstone was la id . A box of papers was 

sea led w i th in the cornerstone, among wh ich is a copy of the Roslyn Plain Dea l e r . By this time it 

was cer ta in ly known to the bu i ld ing committee that the enterprise was not go ing to be completed 

with the funds estimated and co l lected before work had begun. Dur ing the cornerstone ceremony, 

a cons iderab le amount was co l lected for the cont inu ing of construct ion, wh i ch then began in earnest. 

The bu i ld ing was framed and closed q u i c k l y , then there was a delay of a few weeks for lack of 

funds, (Manuscr ipt Records, Roslyn Presbyterian Chu rch ) but afterwards the work proceeded regularly. 

O n e dour note in the Roslyn Plain Dealer on September 9th i l luminates a further fiscal problem: 

"Presbyter ian Church two thirds f in i shed. N o Funds " . The winter affording some necessary abate -

ment of bu i ld ing ac t i v i t y , it is probable that final monies were gathered, the remaining work f i n -

i shed, and on the 16th of M a r c h , 1852, the dedicatory exercises were he ld , with a v is i t ing minister, 

the Rev . D r . Go ld smi th , g i v i n g the sermon. 

At the f inal ca l cu l a t i on , the entire cost of the bu i ld ing and the lot was $1 ,900 - about twice 

the or ig ina l estimate. In addit ion to the thousand dollars subscribed in Roslyn and v i c i n i t y and the 

co l l ec t i on made at the cornerstone ceremony, donations were rece ived from the Presbyteries of N e w 

Y o r k and Long I s land, the churches of N e w t o w n , J ama i ca , Hempstead, Baby lon , Hunt ington, Sag 

Harbor , East Hampton and Southampton. (Munse l l , pg . 427 ) . After the bui ld ing was f inished a 

serv ice o rgan izat ion formed of Roslyn women, raised an addit ional $170 for the purchase of a be l l . 

O n M a y 18, 1851 , a committee of the Presbytery of Long Is land met at Roslyn for the purpose of 
c reat ing a Presbyterian Church with formal eccles iast ica l o rgan i za t ion . Because of stormy weather, 
the business was put forward to the 25th, at wh ich time the Reverend Mer r i l l proceeded to complete 
the o r gan i za t i on . There were four members received that day; James W . Smith, Ma r i a Losee, E l i z -
abeth Ketcham and El izabeth Losee. The new trustees were James Losee, Dan ie l Br inckerhoff, 
Stephen A . Ketcham, Joseph J . Hegeman, Henry W . Eastman and C a l e b K i rby . James Smith was 
e lected and ordained rul ing elder, a responsibi l i ty he retained until his death in January 1879. 
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(Manuscr ipt Records of the Roslyn Presbyterian Chu rch ) . 

Reverend Frankl in Mer r i l l cont inued as pastor until June of 1853, after wh ich time the pulpit 

was f i l led by v is i t ing ministers until M a y of 1854, when the Reverend Samuel Rose Ely became stated 

supp ly , holding the off ice without salary until 1870. 

Ely was one of the most dist inguished residents of Roslyn during the 19th century. He was born 

in Sp r ing f i e ld , M a s s . , in 1803, and d ied in Roslyn in 1873. He was educated at W i l l i ams and 

Pr inceton, rece iv ing the Doctor of D i v i n i t y degree from Co lumb ia in 1865, whi le serv ing in Ros lyn . 

(Appleton ' s C y c l oped i a of Amer ican B iography, N e w Y o r k 1889). In 1859 he owned the house at 

110 M a i n Street, formerly Eastman's Locust H i l l A c a d e m y , and during his residence there it became 

one of the most attractive and soc ia l ly act ive houses in the v i l l a g e . Before coming to Ros l yn , Ely 

had served large congregat ions in N e w Y o r k , East Hampton and Brook lyn. (Van Z a n t e n , " O n e 

Hundredth Ann i ve r s a r y . . . " ) and his broad exper ience is reflected in the course of this d ist inguished 

period in the history of the Presbyterian church. 

It was during his pastorate that W i l l i a m Cu l l en Bryant became associated with the chu r ch , where 

he was a " trustee, constant attendant and one of the larger contributors to its ma in tenance " (John 

B i ge low, " B r yan t , W i l l i am C u l l e n " : Amer ican M e n of Letters, 1890). A l though brought up as a 

Presbyterian, Bryant may not have become a church member in Ros l yn , for a l though his wi fe was 

bapt ized in August of 1858, it is not known that Bryant rece ived the sacrament. (In fac t , a Boston 

minister c la imed to have bapt ized him later). Membersh ip in the congregat ion is not required for 

trusteeship (The Rev . Stark Jones) . Bryant 's daughter wrote that " . . h e communed there because D r . 

Ely was a liberal man and a lways invited all members of other churches bnd denominat ions who 

might be present to join in the communion s e r v i c e " . 

Bryant himself was responsible for the occas ional v is its to the congregat ion of his f r iend, the 

Reverend D r . O r v i l l e D e w e y , to whom he wrote of Roslyn and the church on Ju ly 9 , 1860: " . .The 

church has been got ready for you - renovated, as the Ital ians say: the c e i l i n g , as the country news-

paper described it the other d a y , "pa inted in water co lo r s " - that is to say, endued with a fresh 

coat of whitewash - the wal ls neatly painted and floors neatly carpeted. . . .Have no apprehensions 

concern ing the second sermon - (the congregat ion) tolerates but one on a Sunday . . .Here in Roslyn 

we cannot al l of us read and yet we wear beards as long as anybody . . . " 

In 1870, after E ly ' s retirement, the pulpit was suppl ied for a little over a year by the Reverend 

W i l l i am Wa l l a ce K i r b y , a Roslyn resident who probably had another occupat ion in addit ion to his 

ministerial dut ies, and who cont inued as trustee after he was replaced by other ministers. From 1871, 

a series of instal led pastors have served the Roslyn Presbyterian Chu r ch . In 1881 the Roslyn N e w s 

(Apri l 23 ) announced the forthcoming publ icat ion of a history of the Roslyn Presbyterian Chu rch 

written by J . Browne, J r . of wh i ch , unfortunately, no copies are known. In 1887 a parsonage was 

built at N o . 115 M a i n Street by carpenter Stephen Speed l i ng , and in December , 1892, a new pipe 

organ was instal led in the church bu i ld ing . 

By around 1920 the increas ing congregat ion began to outgrow the small bu i ld ing wh ich had to 

serve as church and Sunday Schoo l . A report dated M a r c h 5 , 1922, prepared as required by the 

Presbytery of Brooklyn - Na s s au , discussed the deplorable condit ion of the bui ld ing and stated that 

a new edif ice had been considered for "many yea r s " . There existed a "strong sentiment and des i re " 

for such a new church bu i l d i ng , and those feel ings had "caused an indifference to upkeep and a c o n -

sequent neglect of the present structure and its interior furn i sh ings . . .The cond i t ion of the bu i ld ing 

is a constant source of discomfort and shame to ourselves and our wou ld -be f r i e n d s . . . " . The most 

substantial compla ints , however, were not structural at a l l , but dealt with " f aded , stained and 

peel ing wall p a p e r " , incessant dust ar is ing from worn-out carpets too f rag i le for c l e a n i n g , and g e n -

eral disrepair result ing from overuse. 
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This appeal must have had its ef fect, for in N o v e m b e r , 1922, the church bought the site of their 

present bu i ld ing on the west side of East Broadway from the Roslyn Ne i ghbo rhood Assoc ia t ion 

(Records, Roslyn Presbyterian Church) ; plans were drawn in 1924, and after a hiatus of four years, 

the cornerstone was laid in M a y , 1928, and the bu i ld ing completed in J u l y . 

O n November 2 7 , 1928, the Presbyterian Chu rch deeded the old bu i ld ing to the Roslyn Counc i l 

N o . 3 8 , Jun ior O rde r of United Amer i can M e c h a n i c s , who were the first non-ecc les ia s t i ca l o c c u -

pants. Later, after a period of v a cancy , two Sea C l i f f artists bought the bu i l d i n g , repaired the 

wa l l s , replaced numerous broken windows and repainted it prior to opening the Roslyn Studios, 

where there was a ga l le ry and even ing art classes. Another artist group known as the " Chu r ch 

M i c e " occup ied the bu i ld ing s imi la r l y . This use was not without precedent in the bu i l d ing ' s history, 

as a news item of 1882 informed the v i l l a ge that there was an "A r t G a l l e r y at the Presbyterian 

C h u r c h and a Festival at the H a l l " , probably in reference to a summer social or fund-ra i s ing event. 

(Roslyn N e w s , 17 June , 1882). 

S ince its ga l lery day s , the Presbyterian Church has served as private residence for two fami l ies. 

M r . and M r s . Robert Archer (M r . Archer was a " C h u r c h M o u s e " ) modif ied the bu i ld ing for domestic 

purposes. The present owners, M r . and Mr s . R ichard Ponemon, have i nvo l ved themselves in a 

restoration which is based on the creat ion of a dramat ica l ly open l iv ing space w i th i n , and a careful 

restoration of the exterior features of the church. 

E X T E R I O R : The or ig ina l Roslyn Presbyterian Chu rch was designed in the G reek Rev iva l Style and is 

the earl iest surv iv ing church ed i f ice in Ros lyn. The bui ld ing has a rubble foundation to the sills 

and o r i g i na l l y had no cel lar of any sort. The rubble foundation has been patched extens ive ly with 

concrete al l around and is exposed only a long the north face. The main b lock is sheathed on all 

four sides with shingles hav ing twelve inch exposures. O r i g i n a l l y there was a p la in water - tab le , 

hav i n g a chamfered upper edge, on al l four faces of the bu i l d i ng , but this has been lost on the 

south and west aspects as result of the raising of the g rade. 

The gab l e - ended roof has its r idge at right angles to the road and preserves its or ig ina l overhang-

ing eave s , except on the least consequential east facade over wh ich the eaves have a lways been 

c l i p p e d . O n the other three sides there is a moulded corn ice beneath the eaves and, be low this, a broad, 

stepped fr ieze a long the north and south facades. The north and south eave corn ices and friezes 

both turn their respective west corners and return against the west front. There is a stepped gable 

fasc ia wh i ch matches the north and south fr iezes and wh ich extends beneath the eaves of the west 

gab le f i e ld . The north and south fr iezes and the west gable fasc ia all are trimmed with a large 

Tuscan moulding beneath the eaves . The f r iezes, but not the gable fa sc ia , have a smaller Tuscan 

mould ing wh ich runs above the step and paral lel to it. In addit ion a thumb nail moulding surmount-

ed by a f i l let extends immediately beneath the roof sh ingle and returns with the eave corn ices. The 

entire entablature composit ion resembles the work of Thomas W o o d who probably was the carpenter-

bui lder of the ed i f i ce . 

There are three very large s i x - o ve r - s i x windows in the north and south wal l s wh ich are the most 

s t r ik ing architectural feature of the bu i ld ing t oday , a l though the steeple o r i g i na l l y dominated the 

compos i t ion . These are trimmed with narrow, bead -edged surrounds capped by projecting dripboards. 

The w indows had louvered shutters d i v ided into equal upper and lower sect ions. 

The east (rear) facade of the church is very p la in and is trimmed only with a narrow stepped 

fasc ia beneath the c l ipped gable eaves . There is a smal l , s i x - o ve r - s i x window in the east g a b l e -

f ie ld wh i ch is located above the interior ce i l i ng l ine. A l l other windows in the east face are new 

(1972) . The north and south fr iezes terminate just short of the east corners and the eave cornices 

return at each of the east corners. The church o r i g ina l l y had two interior ch imneys midway between 
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the ridge and corners of the east facade which provided flues for a pair of large interior stoves. 

Both chimneys were removed in 1972. 

The pr incipal (west) facade is now part ia l ly concea led behind a later (circa 1870) , s ing le storey, 

enc losed porch. Two small windows appear at the second storey (choir) level above the or ig ina l 

exterior doorways. These or ig ina l l y had twe l ve -ove r - twe l ve g l a z i ng a l though the lower sash has 

been changed . Their surrounds are the same as those of the larger north and south windows except 

for the wider crossetted top facings wh ich are trimmed with Tuscan mould ings. These mouldings a re , 

in turn, surmounted by projecting hood-moulds , trimmed with Tuscan-ogee transit ional mould ings , 

wh ich may have been added at the time the enclosed porch was bu i l t . 

The early exterior paired doorways are now concea led inside the enclosed porch. These are 

f lanked by p la in pilasters having stepped and trans it ional ly moulded capi ta l s in the G r e e k Rev iva l 

manner. The simple pilaster bases are chamfered a long their upper edges in the manner of the water-

tab le . The pla in doorway entablatures are capped by prominent Tuscan mouldings and projecting 

hood-mou lds . The or ig ina l large, s i x - pane l , doub le - faced doors both surv ive. These are trimmed 

with standard Tuscan mouldings on both faces and retain their or ig ina l butt hinges and porce la in and 

s i l ver -p la ted f itt ings. 

O r i g i n a l l y the church had a typ ica l country G r e e k Rev iva l steeple. Acco rd i ng to photographs 

the steeple was built in three d imin ish ing sect ions, al l of wh ich were square in cross -sect ion and 

wh ich were separated from each other by mouldings. The lowest section projected on ly s l ight ly 

above the ridge and provided a platform for the upper sect ions. Both lower sections were sh ingled; 

the lowest with square-butt shingles and the middle (according to the earliest ava i l ab le photograph, 

c i rca 1910) with round-butt sh ing les. The latter may represent re - sh ing l ing in the Q u e e n A n n R e -

v i va l style of the early 20th century. The upper steeple segment was the tallest and most elaborate 

and served as the bel f ry. Each face of the upper segment was f i l led almost completely with a large 

rectangular louvered pane l , and its four faces d i v ided from each other by corner -boards , possibly 

in the shape of pilasters. The upper segment was capped by a projecting co rn i ce , a low h ipped roof, 

and a simple shaped parapet, the corners of wh ich were in the form of sty l ized anthemians. The 

steeple was taken down, c i rca 1930, by the Junior O rde r of Un i ted Amer i can M e c h a n i c s , the first 

secular occupants of the bu i ld ing , under the impression it was unsound. Dur ing the dismantl ing pro-

cedure it was established that the steeple was structurally intact - a l though by that time it was too 

late to stop the demol it ion (Pio Teol is/oral communicat ion) . The enc losed, s ingle storey, board and 

batten, sha l low, shed-roofed porch a long the pr incipal (west) front of the church is a later add i t ion . 

However it was built on ly shortly after the church was completed as it is present in a photograph of 

Roslyn taken prior to the publ icat ion of the Beers -Comstock M a p (1873). So far as is known there 

is no record of how the or ig inal church steps looked. There cou ld have been an open platform wh ich 

extended across the west front or , more l i ke l y , a simple platform outside each doorway, approached 

by open tread steps. The existing enclosed porch o r i g i na l l y had a rubble foundation to the s i l U , but 

this had deteriorated badly and was extens ively repaired with concrete in 1972. The present water -

table matches that of the main b lock of the church. However , this form is on ly conjectural as the 

entire porch siding had been sheathed over with asbestos shingles requir ing the removal of the o r i g -

inal projecting battens and water-table to ach ieve a smooth surface. W h e n this later sheathing was 

removed in 1972, the water-table was matched to that surv iv ing on the edif ice and the battens r e -

constructed from the paint outl ines a long the lower edge of the surv iv ing two board h i g h , stepped 

roof fasc ia . Early photographs indicate there o r i g ina l l y was a third hor izontal member, above the 

roof l ine, which formed a low parapet, and all three hor izontal members were moulded to form an 

architectura l ly appropriate corn ice . The pr incipal porch doorway obv ious ly was strongly in f luenced 

by the or ig inal exterior doorways. L ike them, the porch doorway is strongly c lass ic in concept and 

has a prominent entablature, projecting corn ice and p la in pilasters. The latter have simple stepped 

and v igorous ogee-mou lded capitals and bases compatible with the water - tab le . The or ig ina l paired 

porch doors were discarded only recent ly , shortly before the present owners purchased the chu rch , 
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and were rep laced with mult i -panel doors of Spanish in f luence. These were discarded in 1972 when 

the present pair of three-panel ogee -mou lded doors were insta l led, in the same style as the or ig ina l 

doors and with appropriate porcela in knobs. The interior stairway leading up to the edi f ice floor 

level has been removed and the present doors cannot be opened. 

The pr inc ipal porch doorway is f lanked by a pair of t a l l , narrow, e i gh t - ove r - s i x windows wh ich 

were cons idered appropriate to a church . Their surrounds are s impl i f icat ions of the ear l ie r , twe l ve -

o v e r - e i g h t , second storey windows in the same facade and , like them, have s imple, crossetted sur -

rounds. These windows are capped by project ing hood moulds wh ich are ident ical to those of the 

ear l ier twe l ve - ove r - e i gh t windows. A c t u a l l y , both sets of marquees may have been inserted at the 

time the porch was bu i l t . 

O r i g i n a l l y there were similar windows at the north and south ends of the porch, both of wh ich 

u t i l i z ed p la in dr ip-boards instead of crossetted caps. Dur ing the 1972 program, the south w indow, 

later made a doorway with g l a zed door , was moved into the posit ion of the north w indow. The four-

panel door with projecting ogee-mou ld ings comes from the Wi I let Titus House (1441 O l d Northern 

B l vd . - Tour Gu ide s 1972/73) where it led to a second storey porch wh ich was demol ished in 1969. 

G A R A G E : The entire garage was des igned in 1972 by G u y Ladd Frost, A . I . A . , and stands upon the 

site of the northern half of the early carr iage shed wh ich was removed many years a g o . The south-

ern hal f survives in modif ied form and serves as the garage for the M o t t - M a g e e Skewes House next 

door ( N o . 51 East Broadway - Tour Gu ide s 1970/71). The present board-and-bat ten structure has a 

facade gab le paral lel to the road and was constructed in 1972. It is sympathetic in concept to the 

church porch and provides space for a workshop and roof-top terrace as well as a g a r a ge . The wo rk -

shop is entered through a smal l , f ou r -pane l , r ound -headed, ogee -mou lded door, c i rca 1870, from 

the Landmark Soc ie t y ' s architectural s tockp i le . 

I N T E R I O R : The or ig ina l church had a two ais le hal l p lan and inc luded neither transept nor apse. 

The s ide pews butted directly into the north and south wa l l s . Two or ig ina l church benches surv ive. 

O n e remains in the church. The other is in the W i l l i am M . Va len t i ne House (1 Paper M i l l Road). 

Both, when found, had only a s ing le end , i . e . , f lat , sawn leg and arm. The other end o r i g ina l l y 

had been inserted into the dado for support. N e w ends have been added to both benches so they 

may be free standing. 

The or ig ina l door and window surrounds in the hall are typ ica l l y G r e e k Rev iva l in des ign and 

have s tepped, crossetted surrounds trimmed with standard Tuscan mould ings. The twe l ve -ove r -e i gh t 

ga l l e r y w indow surrounds are f in ished in the same manner as the large hall windows except they are 

not crossetted. The hall windows have smal l , wooden , leaf-shaped dev ices on each side of the 

frames wh i ch serve as window latches. S imi lar dev i ce s , hav ing f i sh-ta i l ends, serve to lock the 

ga l l e r y windows in the open pos it ion. 

There is a hor izonta l ly boarded dado of w indow-s i l l height wh ich surrounds the hal l on three 

(o r i g ina l l y on four) s ides. This is capped by a square -edged, projecting l ip wh ich forms the window 

s i l l s . The dado presumably has been much altered as no scars remain of the s ide -a i s le bench inser-

t ions . M u c h of the dado boarding was replaced in 1972. However , in a closet of about the same 

per iod as the enclosed porch, located beneath the choir s ta i rway, a section of the o r i g i n a l , intact, 

a r t i f i c a l l y - g r a i ned dado remains. Except for the art i f ic ia l g ra in ing this is ident ical to the exposed 

port ion of the dado in the ha l l . This closet also inc ludes a few fragments of mid-19th century, 

g r i s a i l l e , architectural wa l l -paper wh i ch presumably dates from the ear ly days of the church. A 

s im i l a r , but larger, closet under the opposite end of the ga l l e r y , was instal led in 1972 and houses 

the new cel lar s ta i rway. 

The interior of the church is enhanced by a G reek Revival gesso corn ice on three s ides. The 
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north and south sections are o r i g i na l . The west end of the c e i l i n g , part ia l ly concea led by the choir 

loft, never had a co rn i ce . The cornice at the east end of the room was instal led in 1972. O r i g i n -

a l l y , there was a similar co rn i ce , further east, over the sanctuary. This broke in and out around 

the paired chimneys mentioned earl ier and formed an impressive setting for the reredos. O r i g i n a l l y , 

a l so , there was a large gesso central chandel ier medal l ion which matched the corn ice mould ings . 

This fell down and shattered during the 1972 restoration. A segment has been sa lvaged and pre-

served. M u c h of the early ye l l ow pine f looring has surv ived, a l though damaged sections were re -

p laced in 1972. The choir also survives a l though it may have had a different conf igurat ion o r i g i n -

a l l y . The present choir is supported by two iron t ie- rods wh ich extend down from the roof f raming. 

Acco rd i ng to Wi l son Skewes, who grew up next door ( M o t t - M a g e e - S k e w e s House, N o . 51 East 

Broadway - Tour G u i d e s 1970/71) , these were inserted by the Junior O rde r of Un i ted Amer i can 

Mechan i c s about 1930. Prior to that time the ga l lery was supported by a pair of cast - i ron fluted 

co lumns, the bases of which were decorated with acanthus leaves. The or ig inal co lumn capita ls 

have long d isappeared, but the shafts and bases surv ive as cel lar la l ly columns in the M o t t - M a g e e -

Skewes house. Square wooden patches in the f loor, directly beneath the t ie - rod ends, ind icated 

the or ig inal locations of the co lumns. A pair of ident ical square wooden patches, about four feet 

to the east of the set just descr ibed, apparently ind icated the locations of another pair of co lumns. 

If this conjecture is correct there was another, earl ier ga l le ry wh ich projected further to the east 

and wh ich extended across the west pair of hall w indows. Both pairs of patches, i n c i den ta l l y , were 

removed when the floor was repaired in 1972. 

The present choir projects forward and is enclosed behind a three sect ion, pane l led r a i l i n g , wh i ch 

consists of two short, ang led side panels and a larger central pane l , all framed with rudimentary 

Tuscan mould ings. The project ing, square-edged ra i l ing cap rests upon a standard Tuscan mou ld ing . 

The projecting choir f loor -nos ing is based upon a fascia reminiscent of an inverted, stepped base-

board capped by a massive Tuscan-ogee transitional moulding wh ich probably is contemporary with 

the enclosed porch and suggests the present ga l lery dates from the same per iod. 

The choir stairway is sheathed with pla in vert ical boarding and reverses upon itself before a t ta in -

ing the choir f loor. The newel is San Domingo mahogany and is the standard late Sheraton turned 

type found in Roslyn during the second quarter of the 19th century , but is somewhat larger in d i a -

meter than those usual ly encountered. The San Domingo mahogany stair-rai l is c i rcu lar in cross 

sect ion. The or ig ina l balusters al l are missing and have been replaced with wooden dowel s . The 

closet beneath the stairway is faced with beaded vert ical sheathing and is contemporary with the 

enclosed porch. This is the closet which retains the or ig ina l section of early dado and the fragment 

of early wa l lpaper . A l l this suggests that the choir stairway once was f ree- s tand ing. Howeve r , its 

under surface has never been f inished and it is un l i ke l y it wou ld have been exposed to publ ic v i ew 

in this cond i t ion. The outside wall of the stairway is sheathed with wide hor izontal boarding w h i c h , 

at the choir l eve l , continues on to form a dado wh ich matches that in the ha l l . M u c h of this dado 

was replaced in 1972. As in the case of the hall dado , the square-edged projecting cap of the choir 

dado forms the w indow- s i l l s . The choir floor o r i g i na l l y was stepped and inc luded an organ p i t . The 

or ig ina l top step remains but the lower steps have been raised (1972) to form a level f loor. The iron 

ra i l ing was instal led at that t ime. 

The new (1972) east wal l and ba lcony is two storeys in height and d iv ides off approx imate ly one-

third of the or ig inal h a l l . It obv ious ly reflects the choir design and provides space for bedrooms and 

other residential requirements. 

The or ig inal enclosed porch probably was intended to provide space for conven ience and p rotec -

tion from the weather. Apparent ly the positions of the interior wal l s have been changed at least 

tw i ce . The window surrounds, trimmed with transit ional mould ings , are or ig ina l as is part of the 

beaded-edge board ce i l i ng and interior sheathing in the foyer (the porch Is now d i v i ded into a 
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k i tchen and small foyer). A l l the interior door surrounds have been matched to those of the su r v i v -

ing w indows . The doors are the f ou r -pane l , ogee -mou lded type of the period and came from the 

Landmark Soc ie ty ' s architectural s tockp i le . 

E P I L O G U E : Little is known of the structural architectural history of the early Roslyn Presbyterian 

C h u r c h . N o drawings or photographs have been found wh ich show the appearance of the church 

prior to the construction of the enc losed porch, c i rca 1870. It is l ike ly that the present choir was 

inserted at the t ime, rep lac ing an earl ier one. Wh i l e there is cons iderable newspaper data c o n -

cern ing the bui ld ing of the church and the minutes of the congregat ion establish that no architect 

was reta ined, no statement has been found wh ich indicates who the carpenter-bui lder was a lthough 

in al l l i ke l ihood he was Thomas W o o d . A s ign i f icant effort has been made to f ind interior photo-

graphs of the church, but none have come to hand prior to those taken in connect ion with the 1972 

restoration project. 

Af ter the bui ld ing was no longer used for re l ig ious purposes it was acquired by the Junior Order 

of Un i ted Amer i can M e c h a n i c s who, as has been mentioned above , removed the steeple and re -

p l aced the ga l lery columns with overhead t ie -bar s . In all l i ke l ihood they also removed the su r v i v -

ing pews and made good the resultant damage to the dado. Subsequent ly, after use as an artists' 

studio by a gourp known as the " C h u r c h M i c e " , the bu i ld ing was modif ied by M r . and Mr s . Robert 

A r che r for use as a residence. The Archers re-sheathed the enc losed porch with asbestos sh ing les , 

as ment ioned above , and constructed a two storey interior wal l wh ich extended the east-west length 

of the hal l and d i v i ded off the south one - th i rd . The upper storey bedrooms, behind the new wa l l , 

were served by a very large stairway wh ich extended further into the ha l l . The floor level of the 

new upper storey is marked by a missing section of Tuscan mould ing trimming the southwest window 

surround. The Archer modif icat ion also inc luded the demol it ion of the southern one- th i rd of the 

cho i r ra i l i ng which was amputated by the new wa l l . 

When the present owners, M r . and M r s . R ichard D . Ponemon,purchased the church in 1972, they 

reta ined G u y Ladd Frost, A . I . A . , as architect and Bertram D . Stone as carpenter. Most of the 

spec i f i c detai ls of the Ponemon restoration have a l ready been descr ibed. In gene ra l , they rep laced 

al l deteriorated fabric of the bu i l d i ng . In add i t i on , they removed the two storey Archer w a l l , 

mak ing possible the restoration of the entire cho i r , and exposed to v i e w , once a g a i n , two of the 

large windows in the south facade. To provide space for their own domestic accommodat ions they 

bui lt the present, north-south or iented wal l near the east end of the ha l l . 
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50s 

Tuscan moulding of or ig ina l 

exterior door panel 

Transit ional mould ing on pi laster cap 

of or ig ina l exterior doo rway 

O L D P R E S B Y T E R I A N C H U R C H (Ponemon), 33 East Broadway 
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A . N O S T R A N D H O U S E 

East e levat ion after alteration of about 1850 
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A . N O S T R A N D H O U S E (C i rca 1835) 

80 East Broadway, Ros lyn 

Residence of Reverend and M r s . A l exande r Ferguson 

H I S T O R I C A L B A C K G R O U N D : The or ig ins of the " A . Nos t rand hou se " , o r i g ina l l y sited on the 

west side of the Ro s l yn -Mont ro se , or G l e n C o v e H ighway (now Bryant A v e n u e ) , is still something 

of a mystery. The land on wh ich it stood was part of the R ichard Tatterson farm, passing to his son 

John in 1835. (Queens County Liber J J of Deeds , page 482 ) . Speaking of this v i c i n i t y , Henry 

Western Eastman's history of Ros lyn, publ ished sequential ly in the Roslyn N e w s during 1879 , says 

that prior to W i l l i am H icks ' arr ival in 1828, the only houses a long the east side of the harbor were 

the K i r k - J ack son farmhouse (Cedarmere), the Pearsall house (Wi l lowmere) , the M u d g e farmhouse, 

and a small tenant house built for a laborer. M u c h of the subsequent 19th century harbor deve l op -

ment, the wharfs and land ings , was due to the enterprise of W i l l i am Hicks and later to his c o l l a b -

orator Joseph W . M o u l t o n , the co-authors of the Montrose v i l l a ge p lan. 

The Wa l l i n g M a p of 1859 shows three houses side by s ide, between the h ighway and the southern-

most of two ponds just in land from Hempstead Harbor. The houses were then occup ied by J . J . H e g -

eman, A . Nos t rand and C . K i rby , go ing from north to south. 

In 1836 John and Rachel Tatterson sold to W i l l i a m H i ck s the e leven acre parcel of land immedi -

ately south of Joseph M o u l t o n ' s property, inc lud ing "the pond" (the southernmost of the harborside 

ponds) wh ich seems to have inc luded the land on which the three houses stood. (Queens C o . Liber 

N N , pg . 100). A deed of 1849, however , wh ich conveyed one -e i gh th interest in three parcels to 

W i l l i am H icks and three-eighths interest to Joseph H i c k s , describes a seven acre parcel wh ich a l -

most certa in ly inc luded the Nost rand house, as its northern boundary was the property l ine of Peter 

J . C l u t e , wh ich "messuage " was occup ied by J a cob J . Hegeman. (This was probably the house 

which stood immediately north of the house marked A . Nos t rand in 1859). (Queens C o . Liber 81 of 

Deeds , pg . 289 ) . The two conveyances comprise a contradict ion wh i ch , it is hoped, wi l l be c l a r i -

f ied by 1975, 

The Nos t rand house has never had a separate ownership record - it has apparently funct ioned 

throughout its history as a rental or tenant res idence. Its construction date places it late in the 

Tatterson ownership or early in H ick s ' tenure, hav ing been standing for at least twenty years by 

1859, the first and on ly year when its tenancy was known for certa in. 

In 1843 W i l l i am Cu l l en Bryant bought the first parcel of his Hempstead Harbor landho ld ings , b e -

ing the entire forty acre property Joseph Mou l ton had acqu i red from W i l l i am H ick s . In 1851 he 

made a further purchase of two acres from John Tatterson (Liber 8 9 , page 44 ) and in 1852 he bought 

the core of the Montrose estate. Around 1862 Bryant purchased the ten acre southernmost parcel 

wh ich added the Hegeman, Nost rand and Kirby houses to his estate. It is not yet known from whom 

he bought this land, though it was probably from Wi l l i am H i ck s . (Conrad G o d d a r d , The Early H i s -

tory of Roslyn Harbor, pg . 73). Goddard surmises that the three Bryant Avenue houses were o c c u -

p ied "at one time or another thereafter by others of his (Bryant ' s) f r i ends " . The Beers -Comstock 

At las of 1873 simply includes the houses wi th in the estate of W i l l i a m Cu l l en Bryant, and none of 

the conveyances dist inguish the houses, much less their residents. 

In 1900 the land on wh ich the houses stood, still und i v ided , was purchased by Gene ra l L loyd 

Bryce, for whom the house C l a y t o n , on the crest of the hi l l on the east side of the harbor, was built 

during the 1890 ' s by O g d e n Codman , J r . (C l ay ton , Tour G u i d e s , 1971 -72 ) . The Be l che r -Hyde 

At las of 1914 shows that the northernmost of the three Bryant Avenue houses had d i sappeared, and 

the remaining two belonged to Edith Cooper Bryce, wife of the G e n e r a l , and daughter of Peter 

Coope r . 
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In 1919 the Bryce estate was bought by Henry C l a y Fr ick for his d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w , M r s . Ch i ld s 

F r i c k . In 1973 the Fr ick Estate donated the A . Nost rand house, together with a grant toward mov -

ing i t , to the Roslyn Preservation Corporat ion. Dur ing that summer the house was moved to East 

Broadway and lowered onto its new foundation where it presently stands - between S i lver Lake and 

East Broadway in a setting nearly identical to its or ig ina l s ite. Under ind iv idua l ownership for the 

first time in its history, it is being restored by the Reverend and M r s . A lexander Ferguson as their 

re s idence. 

Before undertaking the architectural description of the house an effort w i l l be made to describe 

the changes wh ich occurred prior to its re locat ion. The house appears to have faced west o r i g i na l l y , 

probably because the locat ion of Bryant Avenue was closer to Hempstead Harbor than it is today. 

Abou t the middle of the 19th century, possibly at the time the road was re located, the or ientat ion 

of the house was reversed, and the east face of the bu i ld ing became the entrance front. At the 

same time the house was modif ied to make it more stylish and possibly larger. 

The house had a g ab l e - ended roof with extended eaves and a r idge wh ich was paral le l to the 

road. It was two stories in height and four bays in length, the front doorway being eccentr ica l ly 

located toward the north. A ha l lway extended through the house from east to west. This a r range -

ment created a long narrow space to the north of the hal l on each of the two stories. These spaces 

extended the entire depth of the house from east to west but were on ly about seven feet in width. 

The conjecture has long been made that the or ig ina l house had a s ide -ha l l p lan and was only three 

bays in width and that the narrow segment to the north of the hal l was a later add i t ion. Dur ing the 

mov ing of the house it became obv ious that the house o r i g ina l l y was built in conformity to its pres-

ent plan as the east and west s i l ls were intact from north to south and the rafters were numbered 

sequent i a l l y . The house stood upon a rubble foundation to the si l ls with v i r tua l l y no foundation 

exposure a long its east front but suff ic iently h igh at the west to permit the use of a boa rd - and -ba t -

ten door approximately 5 1/2 feet in he ight . In addit ion there was a barred ce l lar window in the 

west ce l l a r w a l l . There was a h ipped-roof entry porch sheltering the front (east) doorway and a 

small pent-roof entry porch over the rear (west) doorway. Both of these obv ious ly were mid-19th 

century a l terat ions. There is reason to be l ieve that when the house faced west there had been a 

verandah wh ich extended across the entire length of this front. This is suggested by the survival of 

a doo rway , long c lapboarded ove r , on the exterior but exposed on the inter ior, too far to the south 

to permit access to the m i d - l 9 t h century pent-roof porch. In add i t ion , both west corner boards had 

been interrupted above the second floor level possibly because of the interposit ion of a verandah 

roof. The surv iv ing west exterior door surround is more r ichly trimmed than is the east and obv ious ly 

was the or ig ina l "front d o o r " . The question of or ig ina l or ientation is somewhat confused by the 

greater weather exposure of the west front c lapboards. This pract ice was commonplace in the sheath-

ing of secondary wal ls and makes perfect sense if the present east facade was the pr inc ipal front. 

S i n ce it is certa in this was not the case it must be assumed the west facade was reclapboarded when 

the house was reoriented and the or ig ina l porch removed. In addit ion to the foregoing there was a 

large one-s torey wing at the south end of the house wh ich had a steeply p i tched pent roof. This 

w i n g , with its roof, occup ied most of the south e levat ion of the house. Presumably it was added 

substant ia l ly after the house had been reor iented, most l ike ly during the f inal quarter of the 19th 

centu ry , to serve as a k i tchen. Like the pr incipal part of the house it stood upon a rubble founda-

t ion to the si l ls wh ich was an addit ion to the pr inc ipal foundat ion. In addit ion to this south wing 

and the two small porches it should be mentioned that the extended eaves also were a part of the 

m i d - l 9 t h century modif icat ion as the extended rafter ends actua l ly are " sweeps " na i led to the sides 

of the or ig ina l rafters and cont inu ing outward through notches cut in the east and west plates. Wi th 

the ident i f icat ion of the foregoing changes it seems l ikely that the or ig ina l house had " c l i p p e d " 

eaves , faced westward, and had a verandah ranging a long the west front. At that time the verandah 

was entered not on ly by means of the front (west) doorway but also by way of a col lateral doorway 

d i rect ly from the par lor. It is d iff icult to establish where the cook ing was done in Hie or ig ina l 

house. The or ig ina l chimney had two flues each of wh ich communicated with a f i replace too small 
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to have been used for c ook i n g . The or ig inal ce l lar would have been a most inconven ient p lace for 

a k i tchen as it had a bare six feet of headroom and almost no vent i l a t i on . There was no ev idence 

of a cel lar f i replace nor was there a flue to serve i t , even though the ch imney stood upon the south 

foundation wa l l . Most l ike ly there was a separate cookhouse , the locat ion of wh i ch is no longer 

known. 

In preparation for re locat ion of the house the late 19th century pent-roof w ing at the south end 

was demolished as was the badly decayed pent-roof west entry porch. The turned posts of the later 

porch have been saved for possible future use elsewhere. The h ipped roof and the piers of the east 

entry porch were careful ly removed for reattachment after the re locat ion of the house. In order to 

negotiate the trip it was necessary to take down the g ab l e - ended roof to the level of the attic f loor . 

However the rafters and " sweeps " were careful ly saved for use in the reconstruction of the roof. 

The reconstruction was des igned so that the house would be restored to its appearance of the m id -

19th century after it had been reoriented to face east, its eaves extended, and the h ipped- roof east 

entry porch added, but prior to the construction of the pent- roof south w i n g . Dur ing moving e x a m -

ination of the framing was accompl i shed. The s i l l s , floor joists, rafters and studs al l are sawn and 

mort i se-and-tenon joinery was used. G u y Ladd Frost, A . I . A . , was the architect in charge of the 

re locat ion and restoration. 

E X T E R I O R : As it stands today (March 1974) the house is s ituated in the same relat ionship to East 

Broadway as it was earlier to Bryant A venue . It faces east and its roof r idge is para l le l to the road . 

It is located down a slope with a steep grade and there is a pond and wood land behind it just as 

there was at its o r ig ina l locat ion. It presently standsupon a concrete foundation but this wi l l be 

faced with stone to the s i l l s , some of them from the or ig ina l rubble foundat ion. S i nce the present 

foundation is somewhat taller to permit the development of a bqsement story the west wal l c l a p -

boards have been extended down to the level of the basement floor in the manner usual ly fo l lowed 

in Roslyn during the mid-19th century. Because of this modif icat ion of the west foundat ion wa l l the 

or ig ina l 5 1/2 foot board-and-batten cel lar door and barred window have not been used but have 

been careful ly preserved. The clapboards have an exposure of six inches to the weather on all 

fronts but the west where the exposure is nine inches. A s mentioned above this suggests that the 

west front may have been c lapboarded when the verandah was removed. The south wal l c lapboards 

have six inch exposures as do the north and west fronts. In the case of the south wal l a l l the c l a p -

boards are new as the demolished south wing occup ied most of the space. A l l the windows are of 

the 6/6 type and most of them are or ig ina l to the house. These have very p la in surrounds trimmed 

on ly by simple drip caps and flat surrounds with beaded interior edges. The east (front) doorway is 

trimmed in the same manner and retains its or ig ina l two panel Tuscan moulded exterior door . The 

west (rear) doorway surround is much wider than that of the east doorway and is trimmed with prom-

inent Tuscan mouldings and a f i l let . This trim establishes that it was the or ig ina l "front d o o r " . The 

door itself has surv ived. However it is so badly decayed , it is replaced with a Dutch door from a 

farm house (C i rca 1860) on the Montrose ho ld ings . The water table Is three inches in height and Is 

beve l led on its upper edge. Most of this is rep lacement. The corner boards are d i f f icult to e v a l u -

ate. The southeast corner boards are completely new. The northeast corner boards have been added 

to but part of the or ig inal one by three inch corner board survives and faces north. The o r i g ina l 

northwest corner board also is one by three and also faces north. Portions of the o r i g ina l southwest 

corner board have surv ived. This also is one by three inches but faces west. To harmonize with the 

surv iv ing north corner boards it should have faced south. As mentioned above both west corner 

boards have early interruptions above the second storey floor l eve l . In the case of the northwest 

corner board this segment is one by two and one -ha l f inches and is beaded. This segment may be 

the only vest ige of the earliest corner board or may represent an early repair with a conven ient 

strip of mater ia l . The first floor windows are f lanked by the or ig ina l two-pane l Tuscan moulded 

shutters. The second storey windows retain their heavy louvered shutters made on the job by c a r -

penters. As mentioned above , most of the or ig ina l windows have surv ived. A s a matter of f ac t , 

the survival of or ig ina l fabric of al l types has been exceed ing l y h i gh . 
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The mid -19th century (east) h ipped roof porch has surv ived and wi l l be restored to its o r ig ina l l o ca -

t ion . Its roof retains its or ig ina l tin sheathing la id in rectangles in the pattern of common br ick bond. 

It also retains its or ig ina l ogee eave mou ld ing . The del icate piers with class ic capita ls also have sur-

v i v e d and w i l l be replaced in their or ig ina l locat ions. The mid-19th century east pent-roof entry 

porch wi l l not be rep laced. However , plans cal l for the construction of an open verandah on the west 

front at the basement level and wi l l inc lude a deck at the first floor leve l . Wh i l e this is not intended 

to be a reconstruct ion of the or ig ina l west verandah it w i l l serve much the same purpose. The g a b l e -

ended roof has been completely reconstructed using the consecut ive ly numbered rafters and mid-19th 

century " s w e e p s " . The latter are undecorated but, because they are exposed under the eaves , are 

cons idered to be "decora t i ve rafter end s " . They fo l low the eave extensions complete ly around the roof. 

The br ick ch imney has been rebuilt from the attic floor upwards and now inc ludes three flues in p lace 

of the o r i g i na l two. The ch imney cap conforms to design standards of the second quarter of the 19th 

century . The chimney and f i replace reconstruction was accompl i shed under the direct ion of Co l one l 

Frederic N . Wh i t ley J r . , an internat ional ly known author i ty. 

I N T E R I O R : There is a very great survival of interior detail a l though almost all the or ig ina l ye l l ow 

pine f loor ing has been covered over with later f loor ing . The house retains almost al l of its o r ig ina l 

two panel Tuscon moulded doors wh ich were used on the second floor as wel l as on the first. Almost al l 

of the o r i g ina l hardware had been removed but appropriate rectangular rim locks wi l l be co l lected and 

in s ta l led. The paint pattern of a four by eight inch rim lock survives on the front door. The door and 

w indow surrounds al l are stepped and Tuscan moulded in the G r e e k Rev iva l manner a l though none of 

the windows are pane l led beneath the sash. The first floor baseboards also are stepped and capped with 

beaded Tuscan mould ings . The or ig ina l stairway has su rv ived. This is sheathed beneath the treads with 

Tuscan moulded flat panel s . The or ig ina l stairrail was removed by vandal s when the house stood empty 

three or four years prior to its re locat ion. It wi l l be rep laced by a s imi lar , per iod, mahogany ra i l ing 

of Long I s land or ig in wh i ch includes a rail c i rcular in cross sect ion, square balusters and a de l icate ly 

turned newe l . The end of the stairrail extends over the newel as it d id in the or ig ina l r a i l i n g . The 

stairwell fasc ia is stepped in the same manner as the baseboards. 

The parlor appears to never have been d i v ided into front and back parlors wh ich makes it a rather 

large room for a house of this s i ze . The window in its northwest corner is new and replaces the door -

way wh i ch led to the or ig ina l verandah and wh ich had been c lapboarded over many years a g o , probab-

ly dur ing the m i d - l 9 t h century. In this instance the or ig ina l door surround has been modif ied to serve 

as the present window surround. As mentioned above the parlor door and window surrounds are the 

same as elsewhere in the house and the baseboards ident ical to those in the ha l l . The mantel combines 

Federal s ty l ing with G reek Rev iva l mouldings and inc ludes pilasters trimmed with opposed Tuscan 

mould ings separated by a raised strip. There is a raised central panel in the Federal manner which has 

c oncave cut corners. The shelf moulding breaks in and out around this and around the pilaster capita ls. 

The mantel shelf is straight with square corners. Its edges are trimmed with appl ied Tuscan mouldings. 

There is a bu i l t - i n cupboard in the right (west) chimney embrasure which is or ig ina l to this locat ion. 

The cupboard on the left (east) of the f i replace is ident ica l but has been relocated from its o r ig ina l 

pos it ion in the bedchamber above . Both are untrimmed except for a narrow bead around the door open -

i n g . The cupboard doors have Tuscan moulded flat panels . 

The long narrow chamber to the north of the hall is on l y seven feet w ide . O r i g i n a l l y it was a 

s ing le room probably intended for use as a secondary s leeping chamber. Its door and window surrounds 

and baseboard match those elsewhere on the first f loor. Dur ing the recent restoration the front (east) 

end of this room was wa l led off to provide space for a powder room. The larger remaining area wi l l 

cont inue to serve as a secondary bedchamber, in this case a guest room. 

The second storey door and window surrounds conform to those of the first floor and all of the second 

storey doors o r i g ina l l y were of the two-pane l Tuscan moulded type. Most of these have surv ived in 

their present locat ions. The stairway from the second floor to the attic is enclosed with f ive inch wide, 
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beaded, vert ical sheathing and retains its or ig ina l door of the type character ist ic to the house. The 

second floor hall baseboards are simpler than those of the floor below and consist of s imple wide 

skirt ings capped with Tuscan mouldings. Dur ing the recent restoration a small area at the east end 

of the hal l was wal led off to serve as a part of a bath. The pr incipal bedroom is located over the 

parlor and has the same dimensions. It is a large chamber for a house of this s i ze. Its door and 

window surrounds fo l low the des ign for the rest of the house and its baseboards are ident ica l to those 

of the second storey ha l l . The f i replace and mantel are or ig ina l to the house but smaller than those 

of the parlor be low. The bedroom mantel resembles the parlor mantel in its general des ign and i n -

cludes similar pi lasters, mould ings , concave -co rne red raised central pane l , etc . The mantel shelf 

has rounded corners and a moulding wh ich has been p laned into its edge. There are pa i red closets 

in the two chimney embrasures. These were instal led during the present restoration. The bu i l t - i n 

cupboard now in the parlor left (east) chimney embrasure o r i g ina l l y was located direct ly above in 

this chamber. 

The long narrow space to the north of the second storey hal l was d iv ided into two small chambers. 

The or ig ina l d i v id ing wal l was moved a very short distance (less than two feet) to the east dur ing 

the present restoration. The present northwest chamber is intended to serve as a study. Its a r c h i -

tectural detai ls are ident ical to those elsewhere on the second floor except that its baseboard sk i r t -

ings are narrower and are capped with a simple bul lnos ing . The reduced northeast chamber has been 

combined with the space created from the east end of the hall to provide space for a modern bath. 

The attic is easy of access and may at one time have been intended for overf low s leeping a c c o m -

modat ion. There is an or ig ina l 6/6 window at its north end and the or ig ina l 8 to 10 i nch wide y e l -

low pine f looring surv ives. The ch imney , at the south end , has been reconstructed from the floor 

upwards. The roof rafters survive a lthough some of these were "doub led up " during the recent 

restoration. The attachments of the or ig ina l " sweeps " to the rafter side for the mid-19th century 

eave extensions can eas i ly be examined as can the notches cut into the plates to permit their pas -

sage to the exter ior. 
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M O N T R O S E (C i rca 1830) 

(Clovercroft) 

410 Bryant A v e n u e , Roslyn Harbor 

Residence of M r . and M r s . R ichard O ' H a r a 

H I S T O R I C A L B A C K G R O U N D : The tract where Montrose stands, over look ing Hempstead Harbor , 

was part of the 100-acre farm of R ichard K i r k , who built a house (later owned by W i l l i a m C u l l e n 

Bryant and named " Ceda rme re " ) that replaced an older family " m a n s i o n " . The or ig ina l owner of 

the tract is sa id to be Samuel P ine, from whom it passed to the Kirk family before the mid -18th 

century ( J . M . M o u l t o n , Account Book , 1 8 3 6 - 3 7 , M s . , N e w Y o r k Histor ical Soc ie ty ) . O n the land 

south of the homestead, on the harbor side of the pond, K i rk built a mill wh ich he used va r i ou s l y a s 

a fu l l ing and a paper mill wh ich constituted one of the earliest important industries in Hempstead 

Harbor. 

K i rk d ied "at an advanced a g e " in 1818, and in 1821 his heirs sold the farm to O b a d i a h J a c k -

son and his wife Sarah Boerum. Their daughter Ruth married Hempstead Harbor postmaster W i l l i a m 

Hicks in 1827 (Wm. Hicks family b ib le) and the couple bought the Jackson Land in two, instal lments, 

in 1828 (Queens C o . Li ber X of Deeds , pg. 185) and in 1834 (Queens C o . Liber F . F . of Deeds , p g . 

142), acqu i r ing a half- interest in the entire property with each of the deeds. Acco rd i ng to Henry 

Western Eastman's history of Roslyn which appeared in the Roslyn N e w s during 1879, prior to W i l -

liam H icks ' ownership of the K i rk property, the on ly dwe l l i ng houses a long the east side of the 

harbor in this v i c i n i t y were the K i r k - Jack son farmhouse, the Pearsall house (Wi l lowmere) , the 

M u d g e farmhouse, and a small tenant house built for a laborer. When H ick s acqui red hal f title to 

the land he probably moved into the K i rk farmhouse, as it was there he rece ived Joseph W . Mou l ton, 

N . Y . attorney and his wife as they passed through Hempstead Harbor in 1834 , the year Mou l t on r e -

tired from his law practice on Nas sau Street in N e w Y o r k . ( N Y C D i rector ies ) . 

Joseph W . Mou l t on was a historian whose book , History of the State of N e w Y o r k , Inc lud ing its 

Abor i g ina l and Co lon ia l Anna l s , publ ished in 1824, was an important early work on the state 's o r i -

g i n s . In 1833 he married Leonice Marston Sampson, of P lymouth, Ma s s . , " a l i fe - long fr iend of 

W i l l i am Cu l l en B ryant . " The Mou l tons were the adoptive parents of D r . John O r d r o n a u x , an emi -

nent local phys ic ian and lawyer and one of the founders of the Roslyn Sav ings Bank. (See Tour 

G u i d e , St. M a r y ' s Chu rch 1972 and Trinity Episcopal Chu rch 1970). In 1834 Mou l t on bought an 

18-acre parcel at the southern end of the farm, inc lud ing the Kirk house, from H i c k s , and with his 

family moved to Hempstead Harbor. In 1836 he bought two more parcels from H i c k s , b r ing ing his 

property to about 40 acres, nearly half of the or ig inal farm. 

Whether H icks had a l ready built the house wh ich he c a l l ed " M o n t r o s e " before he p lanned to 

sell the older K i rk house to Mou l ton is not known. It was certa in ly to the " M o n t r o s e " house that he 

moved in 1834 and by comparison with other local houses it seems to date from around that yea r . 

H icks was indefat igable in his schemes to increase the usefulness and product iv i ty of his land and 

one of the most important figures in the development of what is now Roslyn Harbor. In add i t ion to 

his sawmil l and lumber ya rd , begun in 1832, he built and ran a store and was the founder of a steam-

boat l ine between Hempstead Harbor and N e w Y o r k , with the wharf on his property. He was also 

appointed overseer of h ighways for the district on the east side of the harbor in 1830. It was during 

his incumbency that "Mu sque to C o v e R o a d " , the forerunner of Bryant A v e n u e , was laid out a long 

the east shore, a l though a road or lane along the shore actua l l y existed long before. 

H ick s ' determination to improve the district was implemented by the arr ival of the Mou l t on s . 

Together the two men devised a scheme to subdiv ide their joint property into lots of 2 5 ' x 100 ' la id 

out a long the imaginary streets of a town plat. A map commiss ioned by M o u l t o n and prepared by 

Andrew Hegeman in January -February of 1837 (Mou l t on , Account Book, 1 8 3 6 - 3 7 . M s . , N e w Y o r k 

Histor ical Soc ie ty ) and l ithographed by John L. Bufford of N e w Y o r k C i t y , shows the property with 
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the p lanned d iv i s ions . The K i rk farmhouse is c lear ly shown as Mou l t on ' s res idence, and H i ck s ' 

house is label led " H o t e l " , probably reflecting H i ck s ' sale of " M o n t r o s e " on a f ive acre plot i n M a y 

1837 to two businessmen from N e w Y o r k , James Evans, a liquor dea ler , and G e o r g e D e r i c k , a 

sad ler . (Queens C o . , Liber X X of Deeds , pg . 218 ) . Subsequently H icks so ld his remaining land to 

Char le s Co l e s (RR:468), S i las Titus (SS:398) and Joseph Berry (unregistered deed). In 1835 H icks 

was g i v e n permission to dig out the " c reek running through the town common " . In 1838 he purchas -

ed the Ander i s Onderdonk House, 1405 O l d Northern B lvd. (Tour G u i d e , 1970 -71 ) and moved his 

sawmil l to the new locat ion. In that same year he became overseer of h ighways for the district 

cove r ing the V i l l a g e . 

In 1843 Joseph Mou l t on sold the Kirk farmhouse, then known as " S p r i n g b a n k " and 40 acres of 

land to W i l l i am Cu l l en Bryant. In 1852 Bryant purchased the land and the " M o n t r o s e " house on the 

east side of the h i ghway for his daughter Fanny and her husband Parke G o d w i n . 

By 1869 the G o d w i n fami ly had outgrown the house as o r i g i na l l y built and the prominent a r c h i -

tectural firm of V a u x , Withers & C o . were retained to renovate it. Ca lver t V a u x is probably best 

known for his handbook V i l l a s and Cot tages , first publ ished in 1864. O n e of his chapters is devoted 

to the art of renovating farmhouses to reflect the latest developments in comfort and sty le, c o n c l u d -

ing that "wi thout much tearing to p ieces , a new character may be g i v e n to a house, if it is on ly 

wel l built at f i r s t " . ( V a u x , V i l l a s and Cottages , N . Y . , Dove r , 1970, pg . 221 ) . This respectful 

attitude toward or ig ina l fabric can be seen in the V a u x & Withers handl ing of Mont rose. W h i l e 

exterior trim was exuberantly V i c t o r i a n , the or ig ina l s h i ng l i ng , window surrounds and elegant doo r -

way and front door of the or ig ina l house were left untouched. Interior trim and f inish in the Federal 

b lock of the house was left a l one , though newly created rooms and spaces have the deep mouldings 

character ist ic of V a u x and his per iod. 

At Fanny Bryant G o d w i n ' s death in 1893, Parke G o d w i n inherited the house and property. In 

1898 he deeded it to his daughter , M i n n a , who had married Freder ick Godda rd (Queens C o . Liber 

1182 , pg . 460 ) . After the death of M i n n a ' s brother, Bryant G o d w i n , she adopted his son Con rad 

who l ived at Montrose (cal led " C l o v e r Cro f t " by M i n n a ) with the Godda rd s . It was Conrad who 

changed the name back to the or ig ina l H icks name of " M o n t r o s e " , as more appropriate to the h i s -

tory of the house and its locat ion. Parke G o d w i n ' s deed to M i n n a Godda rd i nc luded , in addit ion 

to the house and grounds, the " furn i ture, b r i c - a - b r a c , books, pr ints, p ictures, c h i na , l i n e n . . a n d 

al l other personal property" compris ing the contents of the estate. 

In 1904 Benjamin Speed l i ng , son of Stephen Speed l i n g , a Roslyn carpenter (See Epenetus O a k l e y 

House , Tour G u i d e 1973 -74 ) was doing some work on the house (Roslyn N e w s , Sept . 2 3 , 1904) , 

poss ibly some of the alterations in the Co lon i a l Rev iva l style wh ich were made during the G o d d a r d 

ownersh ip . 

After M i n n a Godda rd ' s death in 1927, Con rad G o d d a r d occup ied the house, wh ich was still 

owned by M i n n a Godda rd ' s estate. He l ived there until about 1955 at wh ich time the property was 

sold to a firm of builders who built the modern houses surrounding " M o n t r o s e " . 

M r . and M r s . Frederic A . Z e n z owned the house from 1957 to 1972 , and the present owners, M r . 

and M r s . R ichard L. 0 " H a r a , have now been residents for shortly more than one yea r . 

E X T E R I O R : " M o n t r o s e " has surv ived three major periods of construct ion. The or ig ina l 2 1/2 storey 

sh ing led house wh i ch appears to have been built in 1834 was a substantial center hal l residence in 

the local late Federal sty le. The house in its earliest state may be seen in the John H . Bufford 

l i thograph of Hempstead Harbor wh ich was printed between 1838 and 1840. This plate was also used 

as the i l lustration for Joseph W . Mou l t on ' s proposed Montrose development. The early stra ightfor-

ward , foursquare residence was altered and romant ic ized s ign i f i cant ly in 1869 by V a u x , Withers & 

Company for Parke G o d w i n . Prints of the plans and elevat ions for the V a u x , W i t h e r s a l terat ion, 
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except for that of the pr inc ipal west facade, survive in the house. The or ig ina l architectural ren -

derings of the e levat ions are inc luded in the Local History Co l l ec t i on of the Bryant Library in Ros l yn . 

Add i t i ona l changes were made during the 20th century by Conrad G o d d a r d , Parke G o d w i n ' s g r and -

son; and more recently by D r . Frederick Z e n z . To make this description more understandable, the 

exterior of the early Federal house wi l l be described f irst, fo l lowed by descriptions of the V a u x -

Withers and more recent changes . 

E A R L Y E X T E R I O R : The Federal style house was f ive bays wide by three bays deep. Its gab le ends 

were set at right ang les to the road and it was sheathed with but t -na i led ye l l ow pine sh ing les hav-

ing an exposure of ten inches to the weather. M u c h of this early sheathing has su rv i ved. The house 

had a full ce l lar wh ich has surv ived with re lat ive ly minor alterat ions. The foundation was laid in 

rubble to the grade and br ick between the grade and the s i l l s , a masonry technique commonplace 

loca l l y between 1835 and 1870. The four or ig ina l ch imneys surv ive a l though altered and extended 

by V a u x , Withers . Interestingly enough the two north chimneys in the Federal house are set at 

right angles to the r idge wh i le the two on the south are paral le l to the r idge. Even more interest-

i n g , Bufford has rotated all four chimneys 9 0 ° from their actual posit ion in his v i ew of Hempstead 

Harbor. 

The early house had 6/6 windows throughout f lanked by pairs of 2 1/2 panel shutters on the first 

f loor. Most have surv ived. The second storey windows presently are f lanked by louvered shutters 

of the heavy type made by carpenters on the job and not at a mi l l . M a n y of these also surv ive and 

probably are or ig ina l to the house. S imi lar second storey shutters have surv ived in the contemporary 

Thomas-Thorne House at 88 M a i n Street (Tour G u i d e 1962 - 63 ) and the A . Nos t rand House (Tour 

G u i d e 1974). The window surrounds under the large west porch roof are flat and trimmed only with 

a simple bead on their interior margins. These windows have no drip caps wh ich suggests the pres-

ence of a porch in the or ig ina l house. The Bufford l i thograph shows a porch in the present locat ion 

a l though the present porch probably dates from the V a u x , Withers a l terat ion. A l l the other windows 

retain their or ig ina l 6 /6 fenestration but are more elaborately trimmed with ogee mouldings and e l a -

orate drip caps dating from the V a u x , Withers a l terat ion. The Bufford plate shows two smaller 6 /6 

windows inc luded in the south gab le f i e ld . 

The late Federal style doorway has four- l ight s idel ights and a nine l ight transom. The s idel ights 

have Tuscan moulded panels beneath. Both transom and s idel ight reveals are trimmed with Tuscan 

moulded flat pane l s , al l o r i g ina l . The s idel ights u t i l i ze sturdy, carpenter-made louvered shutters 

wh ich are contemporary with the doorway . The doorway is f lanked by inner and outer pilasters of 

ident ical s ize and conf igurat ion. These are not moulded but have s l ight ly convex panels set ve r t i -

c a l l y . The upper part of the pilaster capitals are l ight ly chamfered and are based upon a lower 

mould ing composed of three separate reeds identical to those of the restored mantel shelf moulding 

in the front parlor of the James and W i l l i a m Smith House (Tour G u i d e 1973 -74 ) . The entire doo r -

way is enclosed in a surround of double cyma-reversa mouldings and inc ludes flat pane l l ed , d o u b l e -

stepped corner b locks and a matching central rectangular pane l . This outer surround l ies in the 

same plane as the sheath ing. The remainder of the doorway is s l ight ly recessed. The door consists 

of eight cove -mou lded raised pane l s , a lternat ively short and long and is trimmed with Tuscan mou ld -

ings . The rectangular brass knocker with shell ornamentation appears to be o r i g i na l . If it i s , it is 

the finest example of the three surv iv ing local knockers . 

The water table ut i l i zes a bu l l -nose drip cap supported by a cove mou ld ing . This cont inues 

around the entire house and dates from the V a u x , Withers a l terat ion. 

The rear (East) doorway ut i l izes a s imple, double-s tepped Tuscan moulded surround,f lat pane l led 

corner b locks , and a simple drip cap . The door is the standard 2 1/2 panel Tuscan moulded type. 

The small window opening to the south of this doorway may be or ig ina l to the house but is i nc luded 

in the V a u x , Withers rendering and probably was Inserted at that t ime. 
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1869 E X T E R I O R : The or ig ina l g ab l e -ended house with its north-south r idge was extended tothe north 

and north and south facade gables instal led in the east and west front. This northern addit ion extends 

beyond the facade of the or ig ina l house, further to the west than to the east. This new addit ion was 

c l apboarded whi le the Federal house retained its o r ig ina l sh ing les. The or ig ina l framing was demo l -

ished from the attic floor upwards and the present roof bu i l t . This is much tal ler than the early roof 

and is capped by a sha l low hip with steeply s loping sides a long the east and west fronts wh i ch creates 

a roof wh i ch is a f lattened gambrel in cross -sect ion. The new roof r idge was also north-south in o r i -

entat ion a l though the paired facade gables are connected by col lateral r idges and the whole pierced 

in many places by dormer windows of vary ing shapes and s izes . The V a u x , Withers rendering shows 

al l of these capped by turned wooden p innac les - missing today but present in early 20th century 

photographs . The V a u x , Withers roof is sheathed with dark red and grey slates la id in three wide 

hor izonta l bands. A stylish new pane l led ch imney was instal led to serve the new north wing and the 

four o r i g ina l chimneys were extended to conform to the new roof he ight . These extensions were 

pane l led to match the new north ch imney . 

A new two-storey k i tchen wing capped by a steep je rk in -headed roof with shaped decorat ive ra f -

ter ends was built - probably on the site of the or ig ina l Federal k i t chen. A legend on the V a u x -

Withers ce l lar floor plan establishes that the new (1869) k i tchen was " 4 1 wider than (the) frame of 

the present (Federal) k i t c h e n " , a l though the early k i tchen wou ld have been inconven ient in the 

present locat ion. The new k i tchen was connected to the house by means of a covered breezeway 

open on the north and south sides and covered by a steeply p i tched s late-sheathed g ab l e - ended roof. 

The lamb's tongue and chamfered bracketted framing of the south breezeway open ing survives but 

was f i l l ed in during the 1960 ' s by D r . Frederick Z e n z . The new c lass ic doorway in the f i l led po r -

t ion was fabricated from Co lon ia l Rev iva l d i sp lay cases g i v en by the Traphagen Fashion Institute. 

The or ig ina l V a u x , W i t h e r s e levat ions for all but the pr inc ipal (west) facade surv ive in the Bryant 

Library Local History Department and copies of these remain in the house. The locat ion of the west 

e levat ion is unknown but M r . Con rad Godda rd ' s reco l lect ion ( R G G / 1 9 7 1 ) is that he had never seen 

i t . This west e levat ion has been reconstructed by G u y Ladd Frost, A . I . A . for the 1974 Tour G u i d e . 

These renderings are extremely useful in ca l cu la t ing changes to the or ig ina l house and those wh ich 

have taken p lace s ince the 1869 a l terat ion. It should be pointed out , however , that in many i n -

stances detai l s shown in the V a u x , W i t h e r s plates were never implemented. For example , the render-

ings show all the windows changed to the 2/2 type when ac tua l l y , the or ig ina l 6/6 fenestration was 

reta ined in the entire early house and even employed in the new k i tchen w i n g . 

S O U T H F A C A D E : The south facade wi l l be described fcrst as it a lone is unaffected by the 1 8 6 9 w i n g . 

This front retains much of its or ig ina l 6/6 fenestration a lthough the window surrounds have been re -

trimmed ut i l i z ing ogee mouldings and prominent dr ip caps . The truncated 2/2 pine tree window in 

the large dormer gab le f ie ld dates from this alteration as do the two small h ipped-roof dormers, u t i l -

i z i n g c i r cu la r w indows , wh ich f lank it. This large facade gab le is trimmed with lamb's tongue and 

chamfer brackets and ornamental b rac ing . The heavy verge boards are heav i l y moulded with lamb's 

tongue and chamfer. The or ig ina l V a u x , Withers rendering provides for much r i cher , pierced verge 

boards wh i ch apparently were never insta l led. The lamb's tongue and chamfer of the decorat ive 

structural trim is fo l lowed throughout the V a u x , Withers a l terat ion. The paired windows in the s ec -

ond storey a lso have 2/2 sash and date from the 1869 a l terat ion, it should be noted that these have 

convent i ona l m i l l -made , louvered shutters lighter in construction than the louvered shutters of the 

Federal style house. Beneath the paired windows is a 20th century Co l on i a l Rev i va l gab le -ended 

entablature supported by two tiers w h i c h , oddly enough , rise from the grade rather than from the 

foundat ion . When this enframement was app l i ed , it surrounded a doo rway , instal led by Conrad G o d -

dard during the early 20th century, rather than the present w indow. The 1869 alteration provided 

for a car r iage entrance with a porte-cochere in this locat ion. The V a u x , Withers south e levat ion 

shows this supported by lamb's tongue and chamfer tripartit colonettes whi le the profi le renderings 

show the porte-cochere roof supported by massive decorat ive brackets. Probably the former solution 
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was used to conform to the gab le f ie ld f in i sh. Dur ing the 1960 ' s this doorway was replaced by the 

present paired 6/6 windows. 

WEST F A C A D E ; This is the pr inc ipal facade and the on ly one for wh ich the 1869 V a u x , Withers 

rendering has not surv ived. A l l the third storey windows were, of course, added during the 1869 

alteration and the or ig ina l second storey, but not the first storey, windows were remoulded to c o n -

form. The second storey windows retain their so l id ly constructed louvered shutters of the second 

quarter of the 19th century. The gab le fields are massively but simply trimmed with lamb's tongue 

and chamfered bracing wh ich frames a s ingle moulded round headed arch in each facade gab le 

f ie ld . A late 19th century photograph shows the tr iangular spaces above these arches f i l led with 

p ierced wooden decorat ive screens which must have been des igned by V a u x , Withers . The dormer 

windows are shown with matching pierced verge boards. A bracketted lamb's tongue and chamfer 

porch extends a long the Federal front, probably dating from 1869 , and rep lac ing the o r i g ina l porch 

in the same location shown in the Bufford print ( 1838 -40 ) . The present ra i l ing dates from the 20th 

century and replaces the pierced quatrefoil ra i l i ng shown in the V a u x , Withers render ing. Elements 

resembling the or ig inal ra i l ing survive in the exterior stairway of the new (1960 ' s ) g a r age . A sur-

v i v i n g early 20th century photograph shows the present porch when it still retained its p ierced and 

chamfered quatrefoil r a i l i ng . This photo also shows the Co l on i a l Rev iva l south carr iage entrance 

and it is assumed that both changes were made by Conrad G o d d a r d . 

The west end of the 1869 wing or ig ina l l y was terminated at the first storey level by a s em i - o c t a -

gonal bay w indow. The brick foundation and concave , heav i l y moulded, metal - sheathed roof sur-

v i v e . The V a u x , Withers rendering shows this roof capped by an elaborate wrought iron ra i l ing 

wh ich is no longer present. The bay window itself, between the foundation and roof, has been re -

p laced by an overhang ing rectangular projection wh ich dates from the 1960 ' s . 

N O R T H F A C A D E : This entire facade dates from the V a u x , Withers a lterat ion and the second 

storey windows all have 2/2 sash. The ground floor windows wh i ch are now conta ined in a modern 

k itchen have been substantial ly reduced in s ize and the fenestration changed . This facade o r i g i n -

a l l y had a handsome large semi-octagona l porch with p ierced quatrefoi l ra i l ings at the first and 

second storeys and lamb's tongue and chamfered bracketted co l lonettes. The br ick porch foundat ion 

survives but the remainder of the structure was removed by Freder ick Z e n z and replaced with the 

present c lapboarded w ing . The north addit ion to the k i tchen breezeway has a concrete foundat ion 

and dates from the 20th century. 

EAST F A C A D E : M u c h of the east end of the 1869 north transept is part ia l ly concea led behind the 

k itchen wing and its b reezeway. It has a l ready been mentioned that the 1869 north extension p ro -

jects less to the east than it does to the west. S imi lar ly the major gab le f ields in the east front are 

less elaborately decorated than their equivalents to the west and are simply trimmed with the lamb 's 

tongue and chamfered braces in the form of verge boards. These are supported by brackets and d i a g -

onal bracing al l of which are s imi lar ly trimmed. The small rear porch dates from the 1869 a lterat ion 

and retains its or ig ina l shal low metal-sheathed hipped roof and the lamb's tongue and chamfer piers 

and bracing characterist ic of the rest of the house. The present ra i l i ng with its square ballusters 

shows in the V a u x , Withers rendering as does the small 1/1 window to the south of the ch imney . 

C E L L A R : The ce l lar of the or ig ina l Federal house has rubble foundat ion wal l s to the grade topped 

by br ick wal ls from grade to s i l l s . The present br ick floor is modern and was instal led for the most 

part during the 1960 ' s . In addit ion to the or ig ina l exterior wal l s there are interior d i v i d i ng wal l s 

almost certa in ly or ig inal to the house. These d iv ide the ce l lar into conven ient compartments for 

storage of c o a l , w i ne , root foods as potatoes, etc . as shown on the V a u x , Withers f loor p l an . These 

drawings also show that the southeast room inc luded a furnace wh ich was instal led during the V a u x , 

Withers a l terat ion. The interior br ick wal ls also provided bear ing surfaces for the f loor beams. For 

the most part these are vert ica l ly sawn and 3 x 9 inches in cross sect ion. A pair of 5 x 9 inch v e r -

t i ca l l y sawn beams extend from east to west and provide support for the wal l s of the central ha l l 
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above . The central hall floor joists are joined to the support beams by means of careful ly fitted 

mort i se -and- tenon joints. The heaviest of the cel lar beams extend from north to south and serve as 

co l latera l s i l ls atop the br ick interior wa l l s . These are 7 x 9 inches in cross section and are adze 

tr immed. It cannot be conjectured today whether these were reused from an earl ier structure or 

s imply too large to be feasible for the saw mi l l . 

Br ick arches survive under all four or ig ina l chimneys and the brick hearth supports survive in front 

of them. These may have been rebuilt during the V a u x , Withers alteration but probably represent 

o r ig ina l wo rk . 

The entire cel lar o r i g i na l l y had a plaster ce i l i ng and marks of the lathing surv ive o n t h e o v e r h e a d 

beams. The interior and exterior ce l lar wal l s may also o r i g i na l l y have been plastered with the p la s -

ter app l i ed d irect ly to the br ick or rubble. The cel lar windows are large 3/3 sash, protected on the 

exterior by wrought iron gr i l les wh ich may date from the V a u x , Withers a l terat ion. M u c h of the 

support ive domestic life of the or ig inal house took p lace here. 

The ce l la r of the 1869 wing was s imi lar ly constructed and f inished and inc luded a wine ce l lar 

next to the interior ce l lar stairway and a larder behind it. 

The k i tchen cel lar a lone includes a completely br ick foundat ion. Wh i le this small bui ld ing dates 

from the V a u x , Withers alteration the use of br ick throughout probably was dec ided upon to make 

this a more hyg ien ic work space as the remainder of the V a u x , Withers foundations are rubble to the 

g r ade . 

Today there is a subterranean passage wh ich connects the larder to the k i tchen ce l la r . This has 

been much altered and enlarged and is sheathed temporari ly with p l ywood. This passageway does 

not show in the V a u x , Withers floor plan except as a penc i l l ed change. It may have been inc luded 

in the 1869 a l terat ion, in a narrower form, as other penc i l l ed changes , i . e . a k i tchen cel lar s ta i r -

way and two windows, all are present today. 

F IRST F L O O R : ( Vaux , Withers pr inc ipal floor): The Federal center hall remains re lat ive ly unchanged 

except for the f looring wh ich dates from the early 20th century. The stairway appears unchanged 

from the 1869 floor p l an , curv ing across the east end of the ha l I . The stair rai I includes late 19th 

and early 20th century elements. Con rad Godda rd instal led the present square newel as he " cou ld 

not stand the elaborate V i c to r i an newel post" ( R G G / 1 9 7 1 ) . 

The remainder of the center hall is Federal in execut ion . The inner face of the pr incipal doo r -

way is a s impl i f ied vers ion of its exterior with flat panels trimmed with convent iona l Tuscan mould-

i n g . The corner blocks are stepped l ike those on the exterior a l though on the inside face the inner 

step is s l i ght ly separated from the flat outer frame. The doorway, door and window surrounds are 

al l trimmed with opposing Tuscan mouldings separated by a double stepped bead. This fac ing pattern 

is employed on al l the door surrounds associated with the center ha l l . The large iron lock is not 

marked but is or ig ina l to the house. Probably it was made by Mack re l l and Richardson of N e w Y o r k . 

The back plates of the two wrought iron bolts resemble those of the No r f o l k latches of the period and 

are probably or ig inal to the house. The interior door knobs and keyhole covers are all p roce la in and 

date from the V a u x , Withers a l terat ion. In the or ig inal house all of these fittings are brass. 

The hal l baseboard is broad and its capped mou ld ing , l ike the hall ce i l i ng co rn i ce , is character -

istic of the second quarter of the 19th century . 

The rear (east) exterior door is double faced and its surround matches the other doorways of the 

center h a l l . The V a u x , Withers floor plan shows a small rear " l o b b y " at the east end of the hal l 

with a curved stair fascia cont inued downward to form a first floor n i che . It is doubtful this detail 

was ever executed. Howeve r , the present powder room under the stairway occup ies the site of the 

V a u x , Withers "earth c loset " a m i d - l 9 t h century sanitary arrangement invented by a Boston c l e r g y -
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man and careful ly described by Cather ine E. Beecher and Harriet Beecher Stowe in their book "The 

Amer ican Woman ' s H o m e " , J . B . Ford & C o . , N . Y . 1869 (pgs. 4 0 3 - 4 1 8 ) . The hall closet dates 

from the 20th century. 

S O U T H W E S T C O R N E R R O O M : The southwest corner room dates from the or ig ina l late Federal house 

and opens to the center ha l l . It is identif ied as the " l i b ra r y " in the V a u x , Withers floor p l an . Its 

door surround has corner blocks and is similar to those of the center hal l except that its central v e r -

t ica l double step is flat and not beaded. The window surrounds match the door surround and enclose 

a stepped, doub le -Tuscan moulded, flat panel beneath the sash. The baseboards are stepped and 

their capped mould ings , l ike the plaster co rn i ce , are character ist ic of the second quarter of the 

19th century. The baseboard a long the east wal l is flat and not moulded to permit instal lat ion of 

bookshelves. The present she l v i ng , however , dates from the 20th century. The br ick ch imney is 

now exposed in this room. O r i g i n a l l y it was faced with plaster. The simple wooden country G o t h i c 

mantel which dates from the V a u x , Withers alteration has been moved forward away from the c h i m -

ney to provide space for a deeper fire box. This modi f icat ion and the present hearth both date from 

the mid-20th century. 

S O U T H E A S T P R I N C I P A L F L O O R C H A M B E R : This room also is inc luded in the or ig ina l house a l -

though its or ig ina l use Is not known and almost none of the or ig ina l late Federal detai l remains. 

Some vestiges of the V a u x , Withers detail have surv ived. The present door dates from the V a u x , 

Withers alteration but the door surround was rep laced during the mid-20th century, and the door 

itself relocated from another part of the house. The ce i l i n g was dropped during the 1960 ' s and the 

or ig ina l baseboards have been almost completely rep laced. The " s t r iped" hardwood floor of a l te r -

nat ing strips of walnut and oak may date from the V a u x , Withers per iod. The s imple wooden lamb 's 

tongue and chamfer V i c to r i an mantel was des igned for a coal grate and was instal led by V a u x , 

Withers . A s in the library the plaster chimney fac ing was removed during the 1960 ' s and the hearth 

replaced at the same t ime. The two 6/6 windows retain their V a u x , Withers surrounds wh i ch are 

trimmed with prominent ogee mould ings. 

The V a u x , Withers floor plans indicate this room was intended as a "spare bedroom" or guest 

room. The floor p lan also provided for a side hal l wh i ch extended from the present doorway to the 

carr iage entrance with its por te -cochere. The east wal l of this side hall was removed during the 

1960 ' s a lthough its locat ion can be easi ly seen where the striped f loor ing joined beneath i t , an o b -

servat ion wh ich suggests that the present f looring may date back to the V a u x , Withers a l terat ion. 

The now missing side hall and the wal l which conta ined it almost certa in ly d id not exist in the o r -

ig ina l late Federal house as the Bufford print shows a simple 6/6 window at the site of the later 

carr iage entrance. The present w indow in this room is modern. 

D R A W I N G R O O M : This large room extends across the entire depth of the or ig ina l late Federal 

structure. O r i g i n a l l y it was two rooms separated by large s l id ing doors and is shown in the V d u x , 

Withers floor plan as the "par lor " , (in this case the front or formal parlor) and the d in ing room. In 

the or ig inal house these two rooms probably were used for the front and back parlors. The s l id ing 

doors with their surrounds and the d iv id ing wal l al l were removed during the 1960 ' s at wh ich time 

the present redwood p lank ce i l i ng was instal led within the or ig ina l plaster co rn i ce . The present 

redwood sheathed beam shows the location of the or ig ina l d i v i s i on . The early d in ing room was very 

s l ight ly wider than the front parlor and it was necessary to "furr ou t " a sect ion of the north d in ing 

room w a l l , concea l i ng a part of the co rn i ce , to make the wal l come out even . As a result, the 

doorway is recessed a few inches within the wa l l . Dur ing this procedure the ch imneys were stripped 

of plaster and the present hearths instal led. The late Federal p ine mantels similar to those in the 

front parlor of the James and W i l l i am Smith house and the d in ing room of the 1827 part of the W i l -

son Wi l l i ams House, have both surv ived a lthough stripped of paint and without their o r ig ina l fac ings. 

Both have moulded, stra ight-edge shelves with rounded corners, c o n c a v e - c o n v e x panels and free 

standing unfluted Dor ic columns capped by pane l led b locks and trimmed with Tuscan mould ings . 
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The baseboards and door and window surrounds are the same as those in the center hall and there 

are Tuscan moulded raised panels beneath the window sash. The plaster cornices are the same as in 

the center hall but appear somewhat richer because of a band of reeded modern moulding added to 

the inner edge of the corn ice at the time the redwood ce i l i ng was insta l led. The or ig ina l ye l l ow 

pine f loor ing has su rv i ved. 

F A M I L Y P A R L O R : The second parlor is located more or less to the north of the front parlor entirely 

wi th in the V a u x , Withers north addit ion of 1869. The room is used as a d in ing room today and e x -

tends somewhat further to the west than it d id o r i g i n a l l y , using space o r i g ina l l y conta in ing a semi -

oc tagona l w indow. The present triple window dates from the 1960 ' s . The or ig ina l door surround, 

from the front par lor, with its prominent mouldings survives as do the matching surrounds of the two 

French windows in the north and south wal l s . The south window leads to the front porch as it a l -

ways d i d . The north w indow or i g ina l l y opened to the semi -octagona l open porch but now opens to 

a sun parlor on the or ig ina l porch foundat ion. The Co l on i a l Rev iva l sun porch w indow surrounds 

were made up from early 20th century display cases obtained from the Traphagen School of Fashion 

dur ing the 1960 ' s . A short section of the or ig inal plaster corn ice survives in front of the present 

d in ing room ch imney . The remainder of the corn ice is wood , and like the present baseboard, was 

insta l led during the 20th century. The ch imney has been stripped of its plaster sheath ing. The n e o -

C l a s s i c mantel with its marble fac ings and hearth all date from the early 20th century. The present 

str iped hardwood f loor ing probably was instal led by V a u x , Withers . These early 20th century changes 

presumably were made by Conrad G o d d a r d . 

B A C K S T A I R W A Y : This s ta i rway, east of the present d in ing room, was des igned by V a u x , Withers 

and remains unchanged. Its stair r a i l , wh ich ut i l izes convent iona l urn-turned balusters, is executed 

in chestnut. The V a u x , Withers ce l lar stairway is located beneath this. The V a u x , Withers floor 

plan shows a store room and pantry to the north of the back stairway and the " servant ' s h a l l " to its 

etist. These spaces have all been combined to form the present k i t chen. Beyond this is the former 

open passageway to the V a u x , Withers k i tchen and scu l l e ry , now enclosed and much enlarged which 

have been combined to form a p layroom. 

The k i tchen bu i ld ing is entered through an ogee moulded doorway wh ich dates from the V a u x , 

Withers a l terat ion. The door is of the s i ng l e - f aced 2 1/2 panel Tuscan moulded type and was re lo -

cated from the second floor of the Federal part of the house. The p la in flat k i tchen window sur-

rounds probably have surv ived from the early V a u x , Withers k i tchen. Acco rd ing to their floor plan 

the small stage in the present nursery represents the site of the or ig ina l " servants ' p r i v y " . An en -

c losed stairway winds upward from the former scul lery to male servants ' quarters above . The door -

way beneath the stairway dates from the V a u x , Withers alteration and has a flat unmoulded surround. 

The door is four panel and ogee moulded. This door opens to a stairway wh ich leads to the cel lar of 

this small bu i l d i ng . This stairway is not shown in the V a u x , Withers floor p l an . 

S E C O N D F L O O R : The pr inc ipal stairway rises from the center hall of the or ig ina l Federal house 

and is repeated on the second floor except for being cut short at the west end to provide space for a 

small chamber used as a dressing room. The dressing room doorway has been relocated from the c en -

ter h a l l , as shown in the V a u x , Withers floor p l an , to the southwest chamber. The second floor c e n -

ter hal l is essential ly unchanged and retains its o r ig ina l pine f loor ing , late Federal baseboards, 

co rne r -b l o cked door surrounds and 2 1/2 panel Tuscan moulded doors, moulded on the ha l lway sides 

o n l y . Two of the doorways are cont inuous with their co rner -b locks combined into a joint rectangular 

panel wh i ch does not appear elsewhere in Ros lyn. O n e of these opens to the present attic stairway 

w h i c h shows on ly as a correct ion on the V a u x , Withers floor p lan . 

S O U T H W E S T C H A M B E R : The southwest chamber retains its Federal character i s t ics , i . e . , stepped 

Tuscan moulded door and window surrounds with co rne r -b l ock s , Tuscan-moulded panels beneath the 

sash and 2 1/2 panel Tuscan moulded s ingle face doors. O n e of these leads to a c loset, the other to 

a bath wh i ch shows as a small bedroom on the V a u x , Withers floor p l an . The surv iv ing d iv i s ions 
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appear on the V a u x , Withers plan as a later correct ion. The small mantel in the southwest chamber 

ut i l izes Tuscan moulded panel led pilasters capped by Federal ly moulded cap i ta l s . The moulded 

stepped baseboards date from the or ig inal late Federal house. 

S O U T H E A S T C H A M B E R : This room dates from the or ig inal late Federal house and o r i g i n a l l y , as t o -

day , was entered from the center ha l l . The V a u x , Withers f loor plan shows a small anteroom off the 

hall to provide entry to this chamber and to the small bedroom, now a bath, between the southwest 

and southeast chambers. Correct ions to the V a u x , Withers f loor plan suggest this alteration may 

not have taken p lace . In any case the room has been much altered over the years. The east w i n -

dow has a stepped surround and a cyma curved Federal type moulding which dates from the or ig ina l 

house. A l l other door and window surrounds are prominently ogee moulded and date from the V a u x , 

Withers a l terat ion. The Tuscan moulded 21/2 panel door to the bath is on ly a s ing le panel w ide . 

The 2 1/2 panel closet door apparently dates from the Federal house but was retrimmed with ogee 

moulding during the V a u x , Withers a l terat ion. 

N O R T H W E S T C H A M B E R : This room dates from the or ig ina l house and retains its early door and 

window surrounds and baseboards which match those of the southwest chamber across the ha l l . It 

also retains its or ig ina l mantel with flat pane l led , Tuscan moulded pilasters capped by Tuscan 

moulded capitals which inc lude a s l ight ly raised panel . A matching rectangular moulded panel 

breaks forward between the capitals beneath the straight edge moulded shelf . 

The V a u x , Withers plan ca l led for two closets in the east wa l l . O n l y one of these is present t o -

day . S ince the baseboard in the area of the second has been patched it is l i ke ly it was re located 

into the north wall wh i ch is the end of the or ig inal Federal house. This relocated doorway shows in 

the V a u x , Withers floor p l an . 

N O R T H E A S T C H A M B E R : This room is shown in its present form in the V a u x , Withers floor p l an . 

M u c h of its architectural deta i l , i . e . , Tuscan capped baseboards, Tuscan moulded stepped door sur-

round and cyma moulded stepped window surrounds seem to date from the or ig ina l house. Thec l o sed 

door surround is stepped, but is prominently ogee moulded and dates from the V a u x , Withers a l te ra -

tion even though it includes a Tuscan moulded 2 1/2 panel s ing le face door from the o r i g ina l house. 

The simple mantel is Go th i c in style and dates from the V a u x , Withers alteration and is an obv ious 

attempt at modernizat ion at that t ime. However , if this room retains its or ig ina l dimensions it is 

hard to understand the purpose of the accessory ha l lway between it and the northwest chamber. 

Prior to the V a u x , Withers northern addit ion there appears to have been no p lace for it to lead to 

as the Federal house ended at the north wall of these chambers. The different door and window 

surrounds suggest the northeast chamber was altered at the time the ha l lway was built and that o r i g -

ina l l y it inc luded the ha l lway . In this case the northeast bedroom doorway would have been at the 

present junction of the pr incipal and col lateral ha l lways . W h e n the north addit ion was built the 

floor plan shows this passage extending to a bedroom and a range of ut i l i ty rooms, i . e . , sewing room, 

bathroom, l innen (sic) room and a seamstress room. These al l surv ive today , a l though the ut i l i ty 

rooms have been substantial ly a ltered. 

N E W N O R T H W E S T B E D R O O M : The new northwest bedroom is entirely in the V a u x , Withers a d d i -

t ion and retains its period f lavor which includes prominently moulded door and window surrounds, 

the latter with panels beneath, stepped baseboards and four panel ogee moulded door. The per iod 

moulding of the east-west ha l lway doorways was taken off in the 1960 ' s and strips of lathing app l ied 

to conceal the jo in. A similar alteration was made in the small chamber at the east end of this 

pas sageway, the or ig ina l "seamstress r o o m " . Beyond the seamstress room a covered pas sageway, 

now a bath, connects with the upper storey of the 1869 detached k i t chen. There are two small rooms 

here both intended for male servants. The or ig inal V a u x , Withers floor plan does not show a second 

floor level for the connect ing passage. The space obv ious ly existed but the doorways to it at each 

end almost certa in ly did not as in a V i c to r i an household there would never have been a connect ion 

between the bedrooms of male and female servants. 
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A T T I C : The entire attic from the floor up dates from the V a u x , Withers alteration as the result of 

the substantial redesign and rebui ld ing of the early roof. Accord ing to the V a u x , Withers floor plan 

a central passage extended from north to south the entire length of the or ig ina l house. The space to 

the east of this passage was to be reserved as an unf inished garret as it remains today. S i nce the 

framing in this space is exposed the notches may be seen in the or ig ina l plate from which the rafters 

of the or ig ina l roof were sprung. These are set on 20 inch centers. A stairway extends from the garret 

to an upper garret in wh ich the mansard- l ike qual i ty of the present roof interior may also be seen. 

The portions of the or ig ina l chimneys wh ich extend through the upper garret were probably exposed 

in the or ig ina l house. 

The V a u x , Withers floor plan ca l led for the cont inuat ion of the or ig ina l curv ing center hal l 

sta irway to the third floor garret d i v id ing it into two separate rooms. This apparently never was 

built and the present pr inc ipal attic stairway presumably dates from the V a u x , Withers a l terat ion. 

For some reason a portion of its stair rail has been altered and some of the balusters have been 

shortened to permit the occas iona l removal of this section of r a i l . The chamfered rail and the 

taper ing lamb's tongue and chamfer newel both have been sect ioned to permit this removal . 

The V a u x , Withers floor plan provides for three bedrooms a long the west side of the north-south 

passage. A l l surv ive essential ly unchanged and retain their o r ig ina l f loors, baseboards and ogee 

door and window surrounds. The southernmost chamber has access to a ch imney flue and retains the 

ch imney opening for a small iron stove. 

There is a large bedroom at the north end of the central passage in the west end of the V a u x , 

Withers northern add i t ion. Wi th the possible except ion of its hardwood floor this room remains u n -

changed . It is much larger and far more elaborately trimmed than the three bedrooms over the 

o r i g ina l Federal house. It was probably des igned for use by an adult member of the family or even 

a study as it retains a large or ig ina l bu i l t - i n bookcase. 

To the rear of the north add i t ion , at the upper end of the back stairs, but two steps below the 

pr inc ipa l att ic floor l eve l , there are two small bedrooms for female servants. Except for later ha rd -

wood f loor ing these date from the V a u x , Withers alteration and have survived unchanged. 
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